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6-12 Non-Negotiable Rubric
Idaho State Department of Education

Each set of materials submitted for adoption will be evaluated first for their alignment to Idaho’s Non-Negotiable Rubric, adapted from the Publisher’s Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Literacy. Evaluators will rate each item on the following scale: (1) Meets, (0) Does not Meet. In order to measure a program’s adherence to these shifts we have detailed seven non-negotiable requirements.  A program must pass each of the requirements in this section of the evaluation in order to be considered for approval.  Note: because component programs and intervention/resource programs are not necessarily expected to fulfill all standards for a given grade, review committees must decide which non-negotiable requirements apply to the intended scope of a given program.  The evaluation too can be adapted to the particular scope of an individual program.  

	SECTION 1: ALIGNMENT TO IDAHO CORE STANDARDS (CCSS)

	At the heart of the Common Core Standards is a substantial shift in literacy instruction that demands a focus on high quality texts, high-quality text-dependent and text-specific questions, and writing to sources.  The three shifts in 6-12 literacy instruction include: 
1. Building knowledge through content-rich non-fiction and informational texts
2. Reading and writing grounded in evidence from text
3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary
A high quality literacy curriculum aligned with the Common Core State Standards will not be a set of repacked mediocre materials, but will reflect a rich and diverse instructional approach fully aligned with these shifts. 

	ALIGNMENT TO IDAHO CORE STANDARDS (CCSS)
	RATING
	JUSTIFICATION / COMMENTS

	I. QUALITY OF TEXT

	NON-NEGOTIABLE: Range of Text: Reading selections in the submission are high quality with an appropriate balance of instructional time for both non-fiction/informational and fictional texts. 
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	

	NON-NEGOTIABLE: Complexity of Text: The submission exhibits concrete evidence that research-based quantitative and qualitative measures have been used in selection of complex texts that align to the standards. Further, submission will include a demonstrable staircase of text complexity as materials progress across grade bands. 
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	

	NON-NEGOTIABLE 3: Sufficient Practice in Reading Complex Texts: The submission provides all students, including those who are below grade level, with extensive opportunities to encounter and comprehend grade-level complex text as required by the standards.  
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	

	II. QUALITY OF QUESITONS & TASKS 

	NON-NEGOTIABLE 4: Focus on the text is the center of a high percentage of lessons:  Significant pre-reading activities and suggested approaches to teacher scaffolding are highly focused and begin with the text itself.  Pre-reading activities should be minimal compared to actual reading instruction.  
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	

	NON-NEGOTIALBLE 5: Text Dependent & Text Specific Questions:  There are a high percentage of questions in the submission that are of high-quality text-dependent & text specific questions.  The overwhelming majority of questions are text-specific and draw student attention to the particulars in the text. 
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	

	III. WRITING

	NON-NEGOTIALBLE 6: Writing to Sources:  Written and oral tasks at all grade levels require students to confront the text directly, to draw on textual evidence, and to support valid inferences from the text.  Narrative writing need not be evidence based. 
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	

	IV. Academic Vocabulary 

	NON-NEGOTIALBLE 7: Materials focus on academic vocabulary prevalent in complex text throughout: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language.
	1 – MEET
0 – DOES NOT MEET
	







	Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Literature    Grade: Eight

	Title of Textbook and Publisher _______________________________ Date of Copyright _____________

	Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric

0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident.

.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident and there are few gaps.  

1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is clearly evident. 

N/A = Not applicable for standard.

	    Idaho Core (CCSS) ELA/Literacy           Grade Eight 

	Reading Literature (RL)
	Chapters and/or Page #s/ Comments 
	Point Value
0/.5/1 

	Key Ideas and Details

	1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make logical inferences from it: cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
	1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	
	

	2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
	2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
	
	

	3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
	3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
	
	

	Craft and Structure

	4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
	4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	
	

	5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
	5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
	
	

	6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	6.Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
	
	

	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

	7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
	7. Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.
	
	

	8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
	8. (Not applicable to literature)
	
	

	9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
	9. Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.
	
	

	Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

	10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
	10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	
	

	
Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Informational Text     Grade: Eight

	Title of Textbook and Publisher _____________________________  Date of Copyright _____________

	
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric

0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident.

.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident and there are few gaps.  

1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is clearly evident. 

N/A = Not applicable for standard.

	Idaho Core (CCSS) ELA/Informational Text       Grade Eight

	Reading Informational Text  (RI)
	Chapters and/or Page #s/ Comments 
	Point Value
0/.5/1  

	Key Ideas and Details

	1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make logical inferences from it: cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
	1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	
	

	2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
	2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
	
	

	3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
	3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
	
	

	Craft and Structure

	4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
	4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	
	

	5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.
	5. Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
	
	

	6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	
	

	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

	7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
	7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
	
	

	8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.
	8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
	
	

	9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.
	9. Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
	
	

	Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

	10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.
	10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	
	




	
Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Foundational Skills     Grade: Eight

	Title of Textbook and Publisher _____________________________  Date of Copyright _____________

	
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric

0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident.

.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident and there are few gaps.  

1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is clearly evident. 

N/A = Not applicable for standard.

	Idaho Core (CCSS) ELA/Foundational Skills  Grade Eight

	Foundational Skills  (RF)
	Chapters and/or Page #s/ Comments 
	Point Value
0/.5/1  

	Print Concepts 

	There are no Anchor Standards for Reading Foundational Skills 
	
	
	

	Phonological Awareness  

	There are no Anchor Standards for Reading Foundational Skills
	
	
	

	Phonics and Word Recognition

	There are no Anchor Standards for Reading Foundational Skills
	
	
	

	Fluency 

	There are no Anchor Standards for Reading Foundational Skills
	

	
	

	      Idaho Core (CCSS) ELA/Writing         Grade Eight

	Writing  (W)
	Chapters and/or Page #s/ Comments 
	Point Value
0/.5/1
 

	Text Types and Purposes 

	1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
	1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
e. Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from and supports the argument presented.
	
	

	2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
	2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
e. Establish and maintain a formal style.
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	
	

	3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.
	3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.
d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
	
	

	
Production and Distribution of Writing

	4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
	
	

	5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.
	5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade
8 on page 52.)
	
	

	6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.
	6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the  relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
	
	

	Research to Build and present Knowledge 

	7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.
	7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
	
	

	8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
	8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
	
	

	9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).
b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	
	

	Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

	10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
	
	




	Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Speaking & Listening    Grade: Eight

	Title of Textbook and Publisher _____________________________  Date of Copyright _____________

	
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric

0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident.

.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident and there are few gaps.  

1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is clearly evident. 

N/A = Not applicable for standard.

	Idaho Core (CCSS) ELA/Speaking and Listening    Grade Eight

	Speaking and Listening (SL)
	Chapters and/or Page #s/ Comments 
	Point Value
0/.5/1  

	Comprehension and Collaboration  

	1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others‟ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
	1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas.
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
	
	

	2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
	2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
	
	

	3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric.
	3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
	
	

	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

	4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
	
	

	5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
	5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.
	
	

	6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
	6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific expectations.)
	
	




	Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) ELA/Literacy Standards Alignment Reading: Language      Grade: Eight

	Title of Textbook and Publisher _____________________________  Date of Copyright _____________

	
Standards Alignment Evaluation Rubric

0 = No Alignment– Not Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is not evident.

.5 = Partial Alignment- Partially Evident: ELA/Literacy content as described in the Standards is partially evident and there are few gaps.  

1 = High Alignment – Clearly Evident: ELA/Literacy content is fully aligned as described in the Standards and repeatedly included to guarantee extensive opportunities for students to work with the content.  Alignment is clearly evident. 

N/A = Not applicable for standard.	

	          Idaho Core (CCSS) ELA/ Language            Grade Eight

	Language (L)
	Chapters and/or Page #s/ Comments 
	Point Value
0/.5/1

	Conventions of Standard English  

	1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
	1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences.
b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.
c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.
	
	

	2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
c. Spell correctly.
	
	

	Knowledge of Language  

	3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

	3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).
	
	




	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

	4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate.
	4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
	
	

	5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings.
	5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).
	
	

	6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.
	6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	
	















STOP

Please double check the material’s alignment to standards.  


Alignment to Idaho Core (CCSS): _____% 


**If the material aligns to the Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) with at least an 80% please move on to step 2: Material Analysis.  If the material has less than an 80%, Idaho Core Standards (CCSS) alignment please notify your team leader.  




Material Analysis: 

	Student Focus 
	Point Value
	Comments/Examples

	0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident 
N/A = Not applicable for standard.
	
	

	1. The material supports the sequential and cumulative development of foundational skills. Those skills are necessary for a student’s independent comprehension of grade-level complex texts and mastery of tasks called for by the standards.
	
	

	2. The material provides many and varied opportunities for students to work with each standard within the grade level.
	
	

	3. The material reflects the progression of the strands and how they build within and across the grades in a logical way.   This enables students to develop and demonstrate their independent capacity to read and write at the appropriate level of complexity and sophistication indicated by the standards.
	
	

	4. The material engages the reader, i.e. does it correspond with age appropriate interests?  
	
	

	5. The material cross-refers and integrates with other subjects in related areas of the curriculum. 
	
	

	6. The material includes strategies and textual content that are grade appropriate.
	
	

	7. The material has a balance of text types and lengths that encourage close, in-depth reading and rereading, analysis, comparison, and synthesis of texts. 
	
	

	8. The material includes sufficient supplementary activities or assignments that are appropriately integrated into the text.
	
	

	9. The material has activities and assignments that develop problem-solving skills and foster synthesis and inquiry at both an individual and group level. 
	
	

	10. The material has activities and assignments that reflect varied learning styles of students.
	
	

	11. The material includes appropriate instructional strategies. 
	
	

	

 Pedagogical Approach
	Point Value
	Comments/Examples

	0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident 
N/A = Not applicable for standard.
	
	

	12. The material offers strategies for teachers to meet the needs of a range of learners, including advanced students and those requiring remediation.
	
	

	13. The material provides suggestions for scaffolding that support the comprehension of grade-level text without replacing students’ opportunities for full and regular encounters with grade-level complex texts.  Removing the scaffolding over the course of the materials is encouraged. 
	
	

	14. The material provides opportunities for supporting English language learners to regularly and actively participate with grade-level text.
	
	

	15. The material offers texts representing a wide array of cultures and experiences, allowing students opportunities to learn about situations similar to and different from their own personal experiences.
	
	

	16. The material provides a balanced representation of points of view regarding issues such as race, gender, religion, environment, business, industry, political orientation, careers and career choices.
	
	

	17. The material gives clear and concise instruction to teachers and students.  It is easy to navigate and understand. 
	
	

	18. The material assesses students at a variety of knowledge levels (e.g., recall, inferencing/analyzing, reasoning, problem solving) centered on grade-level texts that are clearly aligned and measureable against the expectations of the CCSS.
	
	

	19. The material offers ongoing, easily implemented, and varied assessments. 
· Assessments should clearly denote which standards are being emphasized.  They should also include aligned rubrics and scoring guidelines that provide sufficient guidance to teachers for interpreting student performance and suggestions for follow-up.
	
	




	Technology
	Point Value
	Comments/Examples

	0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident 
N/A = Not applicable for standard.
	
	

	20. The material includes or references technology that provides teachers with additional tasks for students.
	
	

	21. The material includes guidance for the mindful use of embedded technology to support and enhance student learning.
	
	

	Presentation and Design
	Point Value
	Comments/Examples

	0 = Not Evident  .5 = Partially Evident  1 = Clearly Evident 
N/A = Not applicable for standard.
	
	

	22. The material has an aesthetically appealing appearance (attractive, inviting).
	
	

	23. The material has headings and sub-headings that make it easy to navigate through the book.
	
	

	24. The material uses a language/reading level suitable for the intended readers.
	
	

	25. The material has a reasonable and appropriate balance between text and illustration. The material has grade-appropriate font size.
	
	

	26. The illustrations clearly cross-reference the text, are directly relevant to the content (not simply decorative), and promote thinking, discussion, and problem solving. 
	
	

	Does the electronic/digital/online version of the materials:
	Point Value
	Comments/Examples

	27. The material has “platform neutral” technology (i.e., will run on Windows or other platforms) and availability for networking.
	
	

	28. The material has a user-friendly and interactive interface allowing the user to control (shift among activities).
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