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Wilson’s American Government is the #1 text for AP US Government for 

4 main reasons: 

 

1)  It is acclaimed for its clear and reliable writing and exceptional 

scholarship on institutions 

2)  Its Outstanding coverage of public policy fundamentals 

3) Its Emphasis on historical developments of political procedures, 

actors, and policies is integrated throughout to give students a better 

foundation for how government works.  

4) Extensive AP program support helps teachers and students make the 

transition to the college-level work of an AP course 

 



Updated content reflects the latest scholarship & current events such as: 
analysis of 2008 elections and the leadership of President Obama and the 111th 
Congress 
Economic downturn & policies to combat crises 
The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq 
Guantanamo Bay detainees 
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Understanding this complex information can be difficult for students, so keeping this in mind the 
authors added some key features specifically to aid AP students. 

 

(pg. 97): 

Each chapter opens with two thematic questions, Who Governs? and To What Ends?, to immediately engage 

students in the material and encourage critical thinking. Emphasis is placed on their complexity by examining the 

different possible answers.  These questions are revisited at the end of the chapter. 

 

Example:  Civil Liberties (role of the courts, free speech, etc) 

 

 



What Would You Do? (pg. 115) boxes are role-play simulations that place 

students in the role of a decision maker, presenting them with a realistic 

domestic or foreign policy issue which they can explore in a term paper or 

class project.  This features Encourages critical thinking and class discussion 

on current political topics.   

 

Example: The Patriot Act 

 

 



How Things Work boxes summarize key functions and facts to help facilitate understanding of the 

political process. 

 

Examples:  Restrictions on Freedom of Expression (pg. 107) and The Miranda Rule (pg. 119) 

 

 



NEW Research Frontiers (pg. 102) examine cutting-edge research and the implications of technology on the 

world of politics.  Each case study closes with questions to the students, 

encouraging them to create their own experiments and get involved in their 

political surroundings. 
 

Example:  Does “ In Your Face” Television Affect Political Tolerance? 



Landmark Cases are cited throughout the text and describe important court cases and decisions.  New cases 

have been added on subjects including voting, campaigns, and the powers of the federal government branches 

 

Examples include Religious Freedom (pg. 114) & Criminal Charges (pg. 121). 

 

 

 



Other student friendly features include:  

 

The Rules of Politics & Politically Speaking cover essential terms/lingo and 

processes that offer glimpses into the lighter side of politics and gives students 

insight into how the system really works. 

 

Examples include:  The Rules of Politics (pg. 303) The Maxims of Media 

Relations & Politically Speaking (pg. 331) The Whip 

 



NEW AP specific features are located within the textbook 
itself including: 

Preparing for the AP* Exam:  This overview breaks down 
the AP* U.S. Government and Politics Exam listing the types 
of multiple-choice questions, with examples, and the best 
strategies for answering them. It also goes in depth about the 
free-response essay questions, how they are scored and 
gives 3 examples of scored essays. 

AP* Exam Correlation that lists the topics students are 
required to know for the AP* U.S. Government and Politics 
Exam and the page numbers in American Government where 
those topics are covered. 

 

AP Student Support includes: 

 
AP* Study Guide (978-0-495-89798-9):  For each chapter, the handbook includes 
focus points, a study outline, key terms, notes about misconceptions, a data check, 
practice exam questions, and special application projects. 

AP Test Prep Workbook called Fast Track to a 5 
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Fast Track to a 5 is a 

comprehensive test prep 

workbook for students . 

It includes a diagnostic test, test-taking strategies and tips, complete 

AP course content review, and 2 full-length AP practice exams and is 

keyed to page numbers in the American Government text.  

 



AP* Teacher’s Resource Guide (978-0-495-89814-6):  This instructor resource manual 

includes an introduction section offering tips on and resources for teaching an AP course. 

Along with learning objectives, chapter overviews, chapter outlines, it includes AP Focus 

Sections in each chapter to help teachers prepare their students for the AP Exam. 

 

AP* Print Test Bank (978-0-495-89813-9):  The printed test bank contains over 4000 questions 

including multiple choice questions with 5 distracters as seen on the AP exam.*AP is a 

registered trademark of the College Board, which was not involved in the production and does 

not endorse this product. 

 

Additional Supplements include: 

 

The Classic Ideas and Current Issues in American Government reader (978-0-618-45644-

4) written by John Diiullio and Meena Bose, coauthors of the American Government text 

that offer a rich collection of up-to-date readings that are organized into four categories– 

classical/constitutional, historical, comparative and contemporary. 

 

Exam View Testing CD-ROM (978-0-495-89815-3): This new program provides teachers with 

the tools they will need to create, author/edit, customize, and deliver multiple types of tests.   

 



A Textbook Companion Web Site offers a variety of e-resources at 

holtmcdougal.com.  Password-protected tools for teachers include an 

electronic teacher’s manual, weblinks, and PowerPoints for each chapter.   

 

Students can access self-assessment quizzes, outlines, vocabulary exercises, 

and skill-building activities.  
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