
English Language Arts/Literacy-CCSS                                                                                              
Recommended Reading Informational Text Component Programs/Resources – 9-12 

2014 Adoption Guide 
Correlation to the CCSS: www.sde.idaho.gov/site/common/english 
Material Analysis=A comprehensive look at the material outside of meeting standards. 
Contract effective through 12/31/2019  

Page 1 of 3 

  RECOMMENDED READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT COMPONENT PROGRAMS/RESOURCES 

Publisher/ 
Contract 

Expiration 
 

Title of Material Author Copyright Grade 
Level 

ISBN R=Resource  
Correlation* 

Bedford, 
Freeman and 

Worth 
Publishing 
Group, LLC 

 
12/31/19 

Common Threads, 1st Edition, print 
+ 6 year eBook 

Ellen Repetto 2014 9-10 9781457663352 
Recommended as a 

component program for 
Informational Text only  

 
82% CCSS-Info. Text 

77% Materials Analysis 
 

Notes: Socio-political concerns: “The Text uses images that may allow certain conservative political action groups to criticize a school, the state and the text.  This 
criticism could be lodged at the text’s use of The Four Freedoms Illustrations.” 
Key Features:  
-Dual organization pairs essential writing types (narrative, expository, and argumentative), with engaging themes 
-39 brief, high-interest essays, speeches, op-eds, and memoirs, a range of traditional US documents, and rich visual texts to accompanied by questions and connections 
-Opening chapter introduces techniques for reading attentively and critically 
-Text-centered questions after each reading covering vocabulary, key ideas and details, craft and structure, and integration of knowledge and ideas 
-4 introductory writing chapters on developing an essay, revising, editing, and working with sources (including visual sources) 
-A grammar focus box in each chapter reinforcing key language skills and offering practice exercises 
-Prompts throughout the book suggesting group projects and presentation assignments 

Common Threads, 1st Edition 9781457625312 

Instructor's Edition of Common Threads 9781457647598 

Instructor's Manual for Common Threads 9781457647604 

Bedford, 
Freeman and 

Worth 
Publishing 
Group, LLC 

 
12/31/19 

Patterns for College Writing, 12th 

Edition print text + 6 year eBook + 

Easy Writer, 4th Edition 

Laurie G 

Kirszner 
2012 11-12 9781457633539 

Recommended as a 
component for 

Informational Text and 
Writing only  

 
80% CCSS-Info. Text 
95% CCSS-Writing 

72% Material Analysis 
 

Notes: This is a great component program for writing that addresses informational text as a model; however, it lacks a rich variety of literature that would distinguish it 
as a CCSS comprehensive program.  Did not evaluate the e versions. 
Key Features:  
-Patterns contains comprehensive coverage of the writing process, the patterns of development, and research. Part 1 covers “The Writing Process;” Part 2 covers 
“Readings for Writers;” and Part 3 covers “Working with Sources” 
- Excellent student support in Patterns with more examples of student writing than any other reader- 16 annotated student essays 
- Easy Writer is designed for clear, easy reference and gives attention to good writing, not just surface correctness 
-Up-to-date information on research and documentation offers the latest guidelines for MLA-, APA-, Chicago-, and CSE-style documentation, with color-coded source 
maps to help students use and cite sources effectively. 
-Complete coverage of the writing process offers tips on planning, drafting, revising, and editing, plus help with academic writing and portfolios.  

Patterns for College Writing, 12th Edition + Easy Writer, 4th Edition 9781457633577 

Patterns for College Writing, 12th Edition print text + eBook 9781457632402 

Patterns for College Writing, 12th Edition 9780312623074 

Instructor's Manual for Patterns for College Writing, 12th Edition 9780312678968 

EasyWriter, 4th Edition 9780312531140 
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Publisher Title of Material Author Copyright Grade 
Level 

ISBN R=Resource  
Correlation* 

Bedford, 
Freeman and 

Worth 
Publishing 
Group, LLC 

 
12/31/19 

Reflections, 1st Edition Kathleen 

McWhorter 
2014 9-12 9780312486884 

Recommended as a 
component program for 
Informational Text and  

Writing only  
 

80%% CCSS-Info. Text 
85% CCSS-Writing 

96% Material Analysis 
 

Notes: This text contains no works considered literature or meeting the RL standards. 

Key Features:  

Reading instruction offers practice in using context clues to build vocabulary, identifying the structure of an essay, analyzing an essay’s thesis, and 
evaluating the validity of the authors’ positions. 

Writing instruction, framed as writing in response to reading, covers paraphrase and summary, writing clear paragraphs, writing and evaluating thesis 
statements, and creating persuasive essays. 

Instruction in the modes takes students from the definition and requirements of each mode, to reading and writing in it. 

Readings drawn from magazines, newspapers, the Web, and textbooks are designed to resemble their sources, as a reminder to students to consider 
context. 

Readings like Robert Epstein’s "How Science Can Help You Fall in Love" offer compelling glimpses into a variety of academic disciplines. 

Selections on health, stress-management, and interpersonal relationships help students manage college life while honing their reading and writing skills. 

Topics such as race relations, the consequences of war, the pros and cons of volunteer work, and the virtues and pitfalls of technology help students 
connect reading with the issues they deal with every day. 

Textbook excerpts give students practice reading specialized vocabulary, developing study skills, and performing well on exams.  
Emphasis on practical applications of reading and writing skills helps students transfer what they learn to their courses. The opening chapter on college 
success provides tips for managing workload and making the most of college resources. 

Instructor's Edition of Reflections 9781457667237 

Publisher Title of Material Author Copyright Grade 
Level 

ISBN Correlation 

Cengage 
Learning 
 
12/31/19 

Evergreen: A Guide to Writing with 

Readings 

 

Fawcett 

 

2014 

 

11-12 

 

9781285174839 

 

Recommended as a  
resource/supplemental 
program for language, 
writing & info. texts 
 
 Notes: This is a good supplemental resource for language, writing, and reading of informational texts. It does not meet 

the non-negotiables or Idaho core. Adequate text for study and practice of writing w/good emphasis of rhetorical modes 
and grammar.  Readings at back of book are narrative essays.  
 
Key Features:  

With carefully crafted instruction, engaging student models, and plentiful practice exercises, this best-selling text 
continues to provide the most effective paragraph-essay level writing instruction available. 

 A new method for personal error tracking includes a chapter on proofreading techniques and tools for tracking 
individual errors. A removable error-pattern chart for student use and targeted proofreading strategies for every 
grammar and spelling chapter encourage students to identify and avoid their own most frequently made errors. 

 Five new, high-interest reading selections by diverse, well-respected authors include Ellen Goodman on 
multitasking, Malcolm Gladwell on the role of hard work in success, and Jhumpa Lahiri on her experience of 
moving between two cultural worlds. 

 Thorough and engaging critical-thinking coverage includes more Thinking and Writing Together activities, now 
called "Teamwork: Critical Thinking and Writing" and "Teamwork: Critical Viewing and Writing" to emphasize the 
role of visual analysis in critical literacy. The AIE also offers additional Teaching Tips focusing on critical 
thinking. 
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Annotated Instructor's Edition 9781133946779 

Instructor’s Resource Manual with Test Bank 9781285416328 

PowerLecture CD-ROM with ExamView® Testing 9781285416366 

Student Answer Key 9781285417066 

Aplia Printed Access Card 9781285765679 

CourseMate 9781285416984 

VitalSource eBook  9781285838366 

 


