
Coral Reef Word Grid 
Vocabulary Icon Definition or Examples 

 
coral polyp 

 
 

 

 

• Tiny animals that 
grow together to 
form coral 

 
equator 

 
  

 

• Imaginary line 
around the center 
of the Earth 

• Very warm 
temperatures 

 
coral reef 

 
 

 

• Large underwater 
structures that are 
built up by the 
skeletons of coral 
polyps 

 
food chain 

 
  

• When animals eat 
other living things 
to get energy 

 
energy 

 
  

• Power provided 
from food (plants & 
animals) that 
animals need to 
breathe, grow and 
move. 

 
photosynthesis 

 
 

 

• The process plants 
use to make their 
own sugary food 
from sun, nutrients, 
water and air. 
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herbivore 

  

• Animals that eat 
plants. 

 
carnivore 

 

• Animals that eat 
other animals. 

 
omnivore 

 

• Animals that eat 
both plants and 
animals. 

 
prey 

 • Animals that are 
hunted by 
predators.  

 
predator 

 • Animals that hunt 
and kill other 
animals for food. 

 
consume 

 • To eat. 

 
produce 

 • To make. 

 
zooxanthellae 

 

• Tiny plants that live 
inside coral polyps.   

 
primary producers 

 

• First link in the food 
chain, they make 
their own food. 

• Plants 
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primary 

consumers  

• First living thing in 
the food chain that 
must eat food for 
energy.   

• Herbivores  
 

secondary 
consumers  

• Third level of the 
food chain, 
carnivores.   

• The second group 
of living things that 
eat food 

 
decomposers 

 

• Living things that 
eat dead plants 
and animals that 
are breaking 
down.   

 
opportunistic 

feeders 
 

• Animals that eat 
any food that is 
available.  

 
scavengers 

 

• Carnivores that eat 
meat but they are 
not predators, they 
eat food that is 
already dead.  

 
population 

 

• The total number 
of a type of plant 
or animal living in a 
certain place.  

 
food web 

 

• A connection 
between two or 
more food chains.  
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