
 

 

 

Here is not merely a 
nation, but a teeming nation of 

nations. 

Walt Whitman 

 

Immigration:  Then and Now 

1607-1830 

• Political Freedom  
• Religious Tolerance  
• Economic Opportunity - People want 

a better life - better job - more money  
• Political Refugees fear for their lives  
• Some want free atmosphere  
• Forced Immigration (Slavery)  
• Family Reunification  

 

1830-1890  
• Land remained 

plentiful 
• land was cheap.  
• Jobs were abundant,  
•  "paved with gold 
•  religious freedom 
• political freedom.  

 

1968-Present 

• Less harassment or arrests than 
other countries 

• The American Dream 
• Pop Culture 
• Education 

 
 

1890-1924 

• Jews came for religious 
freedom  

• Italians and Asians came for 
Work  

• Russians came to escape 
persecution  

• America had jobs  
• America had religious freedom  
• America was hyped up in many 

countries as "Land of 
Opportunity"  

 

Two types of motivation for immigration  

 Push(need to leave in order to 
survive)  

 Pull (attracted to new way of life)  
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