
National History Day in Idaho is an exciting 
way for students to study and learn about 
historical issues, ideas, people, and events. This 
year-long educational program fosters academic 
achievement and intellectual growth. 

Idaho students in grades 4-12 research topics related to an annual 
theme using primary sources (e.g., letters, diaries, autobiographies, oral 
histories, photographs) and secondary sources  (e.g., encyclopedias, 
textbooks, biographies, current articles about  past events), and then 
present their findings in one of five formats: an informative exhibit, a 
dramatic performance, a compelling documentary, 
an interactive web site, or a historical paper. 

This year’s theme “Taking a Stand in History” 
allows students a wide range of choices in 
selecting their topic. As part of preparing 
a History Day entry, the student provides 
historical context for the topic, whether it is 
someone’s life or an event, and then shows 
the consequences and changes in history 
dependent on the topic. 

Taking a Stand in History
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The contest begins at the start of the school year. Students in public, private, parochial, and 
home schools, urban and rural areas, academically gifted to special needs are invited to 
conduct research on a topic of their choice appropriate to the annual theme. Topics may
be of family, local, state, national, or world importance. 
Whatever topic is chosen, students are encouraged to
analyze and interpret their information and draw 
conclusions as to the topic’s historical significance.
The program culminates in the spring in a series of
regional, state, and national contests, where student 
projects and presentations are evaluated by historians
and educators.

For complete information on regional contests, deadline 
dates, age divisions, annual theme, Idaho-related topics, 
creating entries, contest rules, and more, go to 
www.history.idaho.gov/national-history-day-idaho.

 

National History Day 2017: Taking a Stand in History
What does it mean to take a stand?  

To take a stand, one must take a firm position on an issue. Historically, people have taken a 
stand in support of an issue, such as the demonstrators in Tiananmen Square who protested 
for greater freedom in China. Sometimes taking a stand involves opposing the status quo—for 
example, Martin Luther’s act of nailing his Ninety-Five Theses to the door of the All Saints’ 
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Taking a stand could even involve fighting against a powerful 
movement, such as Queen Liliuokalani’s fight against annexation to maintain Hawaiian 
independence. These examples show well-known individuals taking a stand. How did these 
people defend their position? 

When looking at different individuals and groups who took a stand, there are examples of 
those who used force, words, and economic power to make their voices heard. These people 
are remembered because they had an impact on history and inspired others to follow them. 
Remember that there is a difference between opposition and truly taking a stand. What do you 
think has to happen to move from opposition to taking a stand?

Considerations for Selecting a Topic:  
Remember that both individuals and groups of people can take a stand. 
Many times those who take a stand have to overcome opposition and 
emerge as great historical leaders, such as George Washington. Although 
military and political actions are two of the most visible ways to take a 
stand, non-military events in areas like civil rights, social justice, humanities 
and the arts have also given rise to people and groups who took a stand 
in history. Other questions to consider are what happens when taking a 
stand fails to result in an immediate change, or when someone fails to take 
a stand? Once a topic is selected, students should begin their research 
with secondary sources to gain a broader context, then progress to finding 
primary sources, and finally make an argument about the effects of their 
topic in history.

	 Region 	 Counties Included	 Regional Coordinator 

For more information about the contests or to participate in NHD in Idaho,
contact your Regional National History Day Coordinator
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Southwestern

West Ada

Treasure Valley

South Central

Eastern

Northern

Adams, Canyon, 
Gem, Payette, Valley, 
Washington

West Ada, Owyhee

Ada, Boise, Custer, 
Elmore

Blaine, Camas, Cassia, 
Franklin, Gooding, 
Lincoln, Minidoka, 
Oneida, Power, 
Twin Falls

Bannock, Bear Lake, 
Bingham, Bonneville, 
Butte, Caribou, Clark, 
Fremont, Jefferson, 
Lemhi, Madison, Teton

Benewah, Bonner, 
Boundary, Clearwater, 
Idaho, Kootenai, 
Latah, Lewis, 
Nez Perce, Shoshone

Marie McGrath
Idaho Arts Charter School

1220 5th Street North 
Nampa, ID 83651

marie.mcgrath@idahoartscharter.org
(208) 463-4324 ext. 448

Elyse Thorpe
Victory Middle School
920 W. Kodiak Drive
Meridian, ID 83642

thorpe.elyse@westada.org
(208) 350-4443 ext. 1219

Lori Hickman
National History Day in Idaho
214 Broadway, Boise ID 83702
lori.hickman@ishs.idaho.gov

(208) 780-5190

Lona Phillips
	 Burley Junior High School

700 West  16th Street
Burley, ID 83318

	 philona@cassiaschools.org
(208) 878-6613

Rona Johnson
Rocky Mountain Middle School

3443 N Ammon Road
Idaho Falls, ID 83401
jolleyr@d93.k12.id.us

(208) 525-4403

Dave Johnson
North Idaho Stem Charter Academy

15633 N. Meyer Road
Rathdrum, ID 83858

	 djohnson@northidahostem.org
(208) 687-8002

Go to nhd.org/node/542 to see the 
complete theme description, download
the 2017 theme book, access sample
topics, view instructional videos
and more. 
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