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Overview 

A Balanced Assessment System 

 

w 



Interim Assessment 

Building Valid and Useful Interim Assessments, Marianne Perie, Univ. of 

Kansas, September 30, 2014 



Use of data for teaching and 

learning 

• Using student data to plan forward and 

make changes to instruction & impact 

learning while there is still time to change 

the outcome 

 Digital Library  

 Interim Assessments 

• Using student data to look back  

 ISAT (Summative Assessment) 



Idaho.portal.airast.org 

TIDE 

•  Prepare for the testing 

•  Set up users, students, rosters 

TDS 
• Deliver the assessments 

THSS 
• Score responses          (Interim only) 

ORS 
• View data/access reports 



1. ONLINE REPORTING 

 SYSTEM (ORS) 

2. CLAIMS AND TARGETS 

3. CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION 

 RESOURCES 

 

Today’s Topics 



(ORS) 

 

Online Reporting System 



ORS Training Materials 

Online Reporting System (ORS) User 

Guide [DOCX] 

This user guide provides information 

about all ORS’s features, including 

instructions for viewing score reports, test 

management resources, creating and 

editing rosters, and searching for 
students. 

Online Reporting System 

Module[PPTX]Updated January 8, 2015 

This module is designed to help navigate 

the Online Reporting System (ORS). This 

training module includes examples of all 

features on ORS. 

http://idaho.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Idaho-ORS-User-Guide-2014-2015-Final2.docx
http://idaho.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/Idaho-ORS-User-Guide-2014-2015-Final2.docx
http://idaho.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/ORS-Module-FINALnon-narrated-122214.pptx
http://idaho.portal.airast.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/ORS-Module-FINALnon-narrated-122214.pptx


Score Reporting Aggregate 



Score Reporting - Claims 



Score Reporting - Claims 



Score Reporting:  Individual Score Report 



ORS Interim Assessment Blocks 



ORS Interim Assessment Blocks 

Grade 5 Mathematics 



Score Reporting- Block Report 



What are CLAIMS and  

ASSESSMENT TARGETS? 



Conceptual  

Framework 
Claims  

broad statements of the assessment 
system‘s learning outcomes, each of which 
requires evidence  

 

Assessment Targets = Evidence  

Targets articulate the types of 
data/observations that will support 
interpretations of competence towards 
achievement of the claims. 
 

Interpretations are spelled out in the 
Achievement Level Descriptors.  



Conceptual Framework 

We claim the following (Claim language) is true 

if we see the following evidence (Assessment 

Target language) at a certain level of 

proficiency (Achievement Level Descriptors.)  

  



The Test Reflects the Standards 

• Content Specifications create a bridge 

between standards, assessment, and 

instruction 

 

• Item/Task Specifications translate the 

Content Specs into actual items that 

provide evidence of learning 

 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-

assessments/ 



ELA/Literacy Claims 

Claim #1   

 

Reading 

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a 

range of increasingly complex literary and informational 

texts.” 

Claim #2   

 

Writing  

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing 

for a range of purposes and audiences.”  

Claim #3   

 

 Speaking and Listening  

“Students can employ effective speaking and listening skills 

for a range of purposes and audiences.”   

Claim #4 

 

Research / Inquiry  

 “Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate 

topics, and to analyze, integrate, and present information.”  



Claim #1 Concepts & Procedures  

“Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and 

interpret and carry out mathematical procedures with 

precision and fluency.” 

Claim #2 Problem Solving 

“Students can solve a range of complex well-posed 

problems in pure and applied mathematics, making 

productive use of knowledge and problem solving 

strategies.” 

Claim #3 Communicating Reasoning 

“Students can clearly and precisely construct viable arguments 

to support their own reasoning and to critique the reasoning of 

others.” 

Claim #4 Modeling and Data Analysis 

“Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and 

can construct and use mathematical models to interpret and 

solve problems.” 

Math Claims          Content Specifications, p. 25 



CLAIMS, Content Categories, Assessment 

Targets, and Standards 



Claim 1:  
Concepts & 
Procedures 

Operations & 
Algebraic 
Thinking 

Target D:  Solve problems 
involving the four operations, 

and identify and explain 
patterns in arithmetic 

3.OA.8 

Number & 
Operations - 

Base Ten 

Target E:  Use place value 
understanding and properties 
of operations to perform multi-

digit arithmetic. 

3.NBT.1 

3.NBT.2 

3.NBT.3 

CLAIM 1 – Grade 3:   

Content Categories, Assessment Targets,  

and Standards 



Relationship between the Core 

Standards & the Content Specifications 

     CCSS, p. 23     Content Specs, p. 30 

Domain = 

Content 

Category Cluster 

Heading 1 = 

Target A 
Standards 

= Evidence 
Cluster 

Heading 2 = 

Target B 



ELA  

Content 

Specs 



Mathematics:  
Assessment targets are standards 

cluster headings  

 

ELA/Literacy:  
Assessment targets are anchor 

standards headings 

 



How can this 

information be used to 

guide teaching and 

learning? 



Implications for instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same

 evidence called for in the standards 

 

1. Use Content Specifications to dig deeper 

into specific  Claims and Targets 

2. Use Item Specification to get specific 

details about tasks and questions 

3. Use Core Standards documents  

4. Use Digital Library to find resources in 

 target areas  
 



Implications for instruction 
GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same evidence called for in the 

standards 

 
ICA Claim Performance Level Grade 3      Example 1 



Implications for instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same evidence called for in the standards 

Content Specifications: Math begins p. 25 

 



Implications for instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same evidence called for in the standards 

Content Specs:  

Claim 1 Math Grade 3 

 
There are 11 Assessment 

Targets contained in 5 Clusters 

 

• Operations and Algebraic 

Thinking 

• Number and Operations 

Base 10 

• Number and Operations 

Fractions 

• Measurement and Data 

• Geometry 



Implications for instruction 
GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same evidence called for in the 

standards 

ICA Claim Performance Level Grade 3  



Implications for 

instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the 

same evidence called for in the 

standards 

 

Content 

Specifications:  

ELA begins p. 32 

 



Score 

Reporting 

Targets 

 
Grade 5 

Summative 

Target 

Report 

 

Example 3 



Score Reporting 

 

Targets 

Content Specs document 

CCSS Document 



Digital Library  sso.smarterbalanced.org 



Digital 

Library  
5th Grade Math 

5.G.B 

Instructional 

Resource 



Digital Library 
The Formative Assessment Process in classrooms 

 

 

 

Video describing FA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=ccr8eT2Q98A&feature=youtu.be 

 

Digital Library Log On 

https://sso.smarterbalanced.org/au

th/UI/Login 

 

ART 

art.smarterbalanced.org  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccr8eT2Q98A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccr8eT2Q98A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccr8eT2Q98A&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccr8eT2Q98A&feature=youtu.be
https://sso.smarterbalanced.org/auth/UI/Login
https://sso.smarterbalanced.org/auth/UI/Login


Implications for instruction 
GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same evidence called for in the 

standards 

 
IAB Percentage Performance Level Grade 7 Example 4 



Implications for instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, the same evidence called for in the standards 

Content Specifications: Math begins p. 25 

 



Implications for 

instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the 

classroom, the same 

evidence called for in the 

standards 

 

Item Specifications 

Document – 7th Grade, 

The Number System 



Implications for 

instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the 

classroom, the same 

evidence called for in the 

standards 

 

Item Specifications 

Document – 7th Grade, 

The Number System 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/ 



Implications for 

instruction 

GOAL: Elicit in the 

classroom, the same 

evidence called for in the 

standards 

 

Digital Library 

The Number System 

Mathematical Practice 

Standard 4 

Grade 7 



Additional Information 



Testing Options 
• Training Tests 

– For TA to become familiar with administering the assessment 

– Supported web browser for TA Interface or Training site 

 

• Practice Tests 

– For students 

– Practice Online testing and using test tools 

– Use supported or secure browser 

 

• Interim Assessments 

– Generate data: for students and teachers, parents; identify strengths 

and limitations; progression toward meeting standards 

– Students take with secure browser; TA supported browser 

 

• Summative Assessments 

– For students, teachers to identify mastery of the standards\ 

– For state accountability 

– Students take with secure browser; TA supported browser 

 

 



ISAT Portal  
• All documents: 

– User Guides & Manuals 

– Classroom activities, Rubrics, Scoring Guides 

– Training Modules 

 

• Access to Systems: 

– TIDE: Test Information Distribution Engine 

– TDS: Test Delivery System 

– THSS: Teacher Hand Scoring System 

– ORS: Online Reporting System 

 

• Announcements, alerts, schedules, FAQs and the  

Idaho Help Desk IDHelpDesk@air.org 1-844-560-7365 

 

mailto:IDHelpDesk@air.org


Idaho.portal.airast.org 



http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-

assessments/ 

 

The Digital Library can be accessed at  

sso.smarterbalanced.org  

Content and Item Specifications Documents can be 

found via this link.  

 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/


Contact Information 
 

Nancy Thomas Price 

Comprehensive Assessment System Coordinator 

nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov 

208-332-6988 

 

Angela Hemingway 

Director of Assessment and Accountability 

ahemingway@sde.idaho.gov 

208-332-6976 

 

mailto:nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:ahemingway@sde.idaho.gov

