Annual Plan: Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
Resources for Teachers
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed. 
 (
TEACHERS
Develop curriculum maps for parents and students, including learning goals and success criteria for the school year learning progression
s
. Show model products that meet the success criteria.
STUDENTS
Participate in classroom tasks using self-assessment and peer-assessment strategies to provide feedback. Collaborate with
 your teachers and be
 engaged in
 learning.
PARENTS
Collaborate with educators to plan home-based performance tasks to support students in applying new knowledge and skills in real-world situations.
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Sample Email Text
To: Teachers at Smarter Valley School
From: Principal Stevens
Re: Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
This school year we are moving forward with full implementation of the Common Core State Standards. At Back-to-School Nights this month, let’s show parents what’s new about curriculum, teaching, and learning. Some options for doing this might include preparing visuals to show students’ starting points and expected ending points on the content area learning progressions with model student work products.
Another option is to engage parents in a rigorous task that will be part of the first quarter curriculum. Emphasize the learning practices that will build college and career readiness for students as they engage in the tasks. We want to encourage parents to design home-based tasks that engage students in real-world problems and extend their learning outside the classroom.
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Email to Teachers
Finally, encourage parents to support their students’ efforts to engage in self-assessment and peer assessment in your classroom. Students who fully participate in self-assessment and peer assessment are best prepared to collaborate with the teacher to interpret their evidence of understanding the standards, and to plan next steps to adjust the teaching and learning with the formative assessment process.
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Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
Curriculum
Common Core State Standards–aligned curriculum includes every aspect of the learning experience for students. Key elements of the curriculum include the following:
· Common Core State Standards
· Assessment
· Adaptations to meet the needs of exceptional learners
· Enduring understandings
· Essential questions
· Inquiry and problem-solving
· 21st-century skills
· Technology
· Universal design for learning (UDL)
For a description and the research base for each element, please see the link to the Curriculum Development Guide from the Montana Department of Education listed on the resources page. 
Teaching
Teaching includes implementation of the formative assessment process to structure the teaching and learning around rigorous tasks. The formative assessment process embedded in the lesson helps to clarify the intended learning goals and success criteria; to elicit evidence of student understanding; to interpret the evidence; and to act on the evidence to adjust instruction and optimize learning. 
Learning
Learning is accomplished when students demonstrate their understanding and the ability to apply the knowledge and skills of the Common Core State Standards. Through the formative assessment process students can take an active role in their learning by using rubrics for self-assessment and peer assessment. Students collaborate with teachers to plan adjustments to instruction to move up the learning progression. Students are able to apply their learning to new situations to solve real-world problems.
.
Resources for Teachers
Montana Department of Education Website
· Standards-aligned Curriculum Development Guide

Smarter Balanced Digital Library[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  To access the links for these resources, the user must be logged into the Smarter Balanced Digital Library.] 

· Assessment Literacy Module: Understanding the Formative Assessment Process
· Assessment Literacy Module: Students as Partners in Their Own Learning—Grades 6-12 
· Assessment Literacy Module: Students as Partners in Their Own Learning—Grades K-5
· Assessment Literacy Module: Understanding ELA/Literacy Content Specifications
· Assessment Literacy Module: Understanding Mathematics Content Specifications

Smarter Balanced Website
· Digital Library Modules slide deck
· ELA/Literacy Content Specifications Appendix B: Grade Level Tables for All Claims and Assessment Targets and Item Types
· ELA Stimulus Specifications (PDF)
· Scoring Guide for ELA Full Writes (PDF)
· Mathematics Content Specifications
· Scoring Guide for Selected Short-Text Mathematics Items (PDF)
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