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Sample Item ID:

ELA.09.SR.2.03.160

Grade/Model:

09/2a

Claim:

2. Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a
range of purpose and audiences.

Assessment Target:

3: WRITE/REVISE BRIEF TEXTS: Apply a variety of strategies
when writing or revising one or more paragraphs of
informational/explanatory text: organizing ideas by stating and
maintaining a focus/tone, providing appropriate transitional
strategies for coherence, developing a complex topic/subtopics
including relevant supporting evidence/vocabulary and
elaboration, or providing a conclusion appropriate to purpose and
audience.

Secondary Target(s): | n/a
Standard(s): | W-2a, W-2b, W-2¢, W-2d, W-2e, and/or W-2f
DOK: | 2
Difficulty: | M
Item Type: | Selected Response
Score Points: | 1
Key: | Second sentence “Many types of caves can be found throughout

the world and contain incredible rock formations.”

Stimulus/Passage(s):

Lava Tubes

Stimuli/Text
Complexity:

n/a (writing stimulus)

Acknowledgement(s):

Written in-house.

Item/Task Notes:

none

How this task
contributes to the
sufficient evidence
for this claim:

This item requires students to identify extraneous information in a
piece of student writing.

Target-Specific
Attributes (e.g.,
accessibility issues):

Ability to read text one level below grade level.

Stimulus Text:

Lava Tubes

Lava tubes are the most common type of cave formed by lava.
Many types of caves can be found throughout the world and
contain incredible rock formations. Most lava tubes form from a
type of lava called “pahoehoe” flows. The smooth, continuous
surfaces of pahoehoe flows are created by lava continuously
moving under a hard outer layer. As a stream of lava flows
away from a volcano, it cools in the surrounding air. This
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creates a hard outer crust that thickens as more lava begins to
cool. Hot lava continues to flow under this crust. When the
eruption stops, the outer crust cools completely, leaving a tube-
like cave.

Item Stem:

The author needs to revise the paragraph below to eliminate
information that is not part of the topic. Click on the sentence
that should be removed.

Key and Distractor Analysis:

KEY Second Sentence (“Many types of caves can be found throughout the world and
contain incredible rock formations.”) This sentence is not about lava tubes and should be
removed from the passage.

All other sentences contribute information to the main topic and should remain in the
passage.
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