
  
 

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

   

   

 

  

 

  

    

  

 
  

 

   
 

 

   

  

  

 

 

IDAHO PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 

In the matter of the certificates of: Case No. 21933 

Michael J. Sermon, FINDINGS 

Respondent 

Background 

The Professional Standards Commission received an allegation of unethical conduct 

concerning Michael J. Sermon, from which an inquiry was launched. Before the Executive 

Committee’s review of the case and a finding of probable cause, Mr. Sermon voluntarily 

surrendered his certificate. The Commission enters these findings under Idaho Code § 33-1208(3). 

GENERAL AVERMENTS 

1. The Professional Standards Commission (Commission) regulates teacher 

certification in Idaho. 

2. Mr. Sermon held the following certificates and endorsements issued under the 

authority of the Idaho State Board of Education: 

a. Degree Based Career Technical with CTE-Business Technology Education 
(6-12) endorsement, effective August 14, 2018, through August 27, 2019, 
when his surrendered certificate was invalidated. 

b. Standard Instructional Certificate with Business Technology Education (6-
12) endorsement, effective August 14, 2018, through August 27, 2019, 
when his surrendered certificate was invalidated. 

3. Mr. Sermon was employed by the Buhl Joint School District (“District”) for the 

2018-2019 school year as a teacher at Buhl High School. 

4. On February 22, 2019, a Criminal Complaint was filed against Mr. Sermon in the 

Fifth Judicial District of the State of Idaho, in and for the County of Twin Falls, in Case No. CR42-

19-1875. A copy of the criminal complaint is attached as Exhibit A. 
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5. The Criminal Complaint alleged one count of Sexual Battery, a misdemeanor under 

Idaho Code § 18-924. 

6. On or about December 6, 2018, Mr. Sermon was alleged to have willfully made 

physical contact with the intimate parts, and without the consent, of K.S., a minor female student 

at Buhl High School, with the intent of arousing, appealing to, or gratifying the lust, passion and/or 

sexual desires of Mr. Sermon and or K.S.  

7. On July 16, 2019, based upon a voluntarily plea of guilty, judgment was entered 

against Mr. Sermon in the aforesaid criminal matter for one count of misdemeanor battery, a 

violation of Idaho Code § 18-903.  A copy of the Judgment is attached as Exhibit B.  

8. On August 21, 2019, Mr. Sermon voluntarily surrendered his educator credentials 

“to avoid being subject to further disciplinary action and oversight and to resolve this matter.” A 

copy of the Surrender is attached as Exhibit C. 

9. Based upon the above findings, the Commission finds that Mr. Sermon willfully 

violated Idaho Code, Section 33-1208(1)(j), and Principles II and X of the Code of Ethics for Idaho 

Professional Educators. 

These findings are effective on the day signed. These findings and the voluntary surrender 

form submitted by Mr. Sermon, which will be attached to this Order, are public records, and may 

be made available on the State Department of Education or Commission website. 

Dated ____ day of April, 2020. 

IDAHO PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 
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Elisa Saffle, Member 
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EXHIBIT A 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXHIBIT B 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EXHIBIT C 



  
  

  

   
    

  
   

 

    
  

  
   

  

  
  
     

       

           
     

             
            

      

           
 

 

     
   

        

 
 

  
  



 

       
         

       
          

    

        
          

        
           

    

         
          
          

        
      

         
       
        
         

 
     

           
        

            
          
         

    

           
     

  

           
       

        

     

 
  

    

  




