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SPEECH/HEARING H : H
MPAIRED: 1.800.877 3529 (BOISE) — The Idaho State Department of Education has received final approval from the U.S.

WWW.SDE.IDAHO.GOV Department of Education (USDOE) on the proposed ESEA Flexibility Waiver, Superintendent
Sherri Ybarra announced today.

With the approval of the flexibility waiver, the USDOE has asked for three follow-up items,
which are neither conditions nor contingencies to the approval of the waiver. The three items are
displayed in the final approval letter provided by the USDOE, currently posted on the
department’s ESEA webpage.

“I am pleased to make this announcement today, and to have the flexibility in making decisions
that best meet the needs of local schools, and students throughout the state,” Superintendent
Ybarra said. “This is our opportunity to create a mutually responsible accountability system,
which focuses on a motion picture of growth over time rather than a snapshot in the day of the
life of our students (we will recognize that there is more to life than one test). This is also our
opportunity to move forward collaboratively with all stakeholders, and have the flexibility with
our one-year waiver to make necessary revisions in the future to best meet the needs of kids.”

The ESEA Flexibility Waiver will allow the state of Idaho to continue to be free of specific
sections of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law, and follow a less prescriptive guide to allow
Idaho school districts more flexibility. With the approval of the waiver, the state will continue to
shift from a centralized focus to mutual and collaborative system focused on local control. The
feedback from stakeholders through the process of drafting the waiver demonstrated the need for
the department to continue to be an agency of resources, assistance, and school district support.

The approved waiver is posted at www.sde.idaho.gov/site/esea/ as well as the final letter of
approval from the U.S. Department of Education.

For additional details on the final approval of the ESEA Flexibility Waiver, please contact Marcia
Beckman at (208) 332-6953 or by email at mmbeckman@sde.idaho.gov.
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