STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 650 W. STATE STREET, 2ND FLOOR
BOISE, IDAHD B3702
(208) 332.6800 OFFICE / T11 TRS

WWW.SDE.IDAHO.GOV

7;;;-:.,,,“ DEBBIE CRITCHFIELD
f 2\ SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
: -’._'(

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Media Contact:
July 3, 2023 Maggie T. Reynolds
www.sde.idaho.gov Public Information Officer

mreynolds@sde.idaho.qgov

Idaho State Department of Education Welcomes Chynna Hirasaki as New
Director of Special Education

(BOISE) — Superintendent of Public Instruction Debbie Critchfield is welcoming a new Director
of Special Education as previous director Julie Mead transitions into her new role with the
Caldwell School District.

“I’m very pleased that Chynna Hirasaki has agreed to bring her leadership, dedication to
community and experience serving students both in and out of the classroom to the State
Department of Education,” said Chief Deputy Superintendent Ryan Cantrell. “I’m confident that
she will seamlessly transition into a role that is of vital importance to both our educational
partners and the students and families of Idaho.”

Hirasaki is entering her 171" year in the field of education. She is native of Bear Lake, Idaho and
is a graduate of Bear Lake High School. Hirasaki competed in several high school sports and
earned a collegiate athletic scholarship to play softball at BYU-Hawaii, where she completed her
bachelor’s degree. She then went on to earn her master’s degree in Special Education from
Western Governor’s University and an Ed.S. in Educational Leadership from Northwest
Nazarene University.

Hirasaki has worked in several capacities throughout her career, including as a general education
teacher in Hawaii, as a special education teacher in both Bear Lake and Gooding and as a
consulting teacher for the Mountain Home School District. She was also the Director of Special
Services at Canyon-Owyhee School Service Agency (COSSA) and at the Caldwell School
District.

“I’m confident that Chynna brings the background and proven dedication that are needed for this
position,” said Cantrell. “We appreciate her willingness to commit to Idaho education by filling
this very important role and we wish Julie Mead all of the best as she transitions to another
chapter of her career.”
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