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[bookmark: _GoBack]Military-Connected Student Self-Identifier
IDAHO HAS NEARLY 10,000 MILITARY-CONNECTED CHILDREN RESIDING WITHIN STATE LINES.
WHO is being affected?
Schools across the country are preparing to formally track military-connected students, monitoring their academic progress as they move from military base to military base and state to state, under the new provision in the federal education law of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The data will not allow officials to identify individual students, but will show how military students as a group perform in comparison to others, with similar identifiers for gender and ethnic groups.  In order to prepare for this new requirement, all schools in Idaho are asked to provide a component on their local student registration that allows military-connected student families to self-identify. A simple definition with a yes or no box would suffice.       
  EXAMPLE:
	Military-connected student: A student who has a parent, step-parent or sibling serving in the active or 	reserve components of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or National Guard
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]	|_| YES    |_| NO

WHAT is the information going to be used for?	
The intention is to provide local schools an awareness of their military population. This information opens opportunities for educators and counselors working with this demographic to receive support, training, and resources. Resources available include: counselors who specialize in military child/family counseling; free classroom resources; free trainings that can be brought to your community or school; local community resources and more. Representatives from the Idaho National Guard will travel to your school to provide training, free of charge!

WHEN should this start?
As early as the fall of 2016, this new addition should be applied to all student registration applications. For the school year of 2017-2018, this will be a required element, as stated in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) legislation that was passed on December 10, 2015.

WHERE are military children located?
We know that every county but CLARK County has military-connected children ages 0-18 years. However, this report is not totally conclusive as we know military families are very mobile and additional children are highly likely to be new residents since the time of the report and therefore, uncounted. 

WHY will this help your students?
Due to the nature of a military student’s lifestyle, this places them in a high risk category. Identifying these students to school counselors, teachers, and administrators will provide them an awareness which will enable them to be a first-line of defense should warning signs begin to emerge. This awareness will also bring the opportunity to put free resources, support, and training to benefit the child and those in direct relation to them. An added bonus is that “civilian” students can learn about their military-connected peers and how to support and understand them.

HOW to receive more information:
Idaho National Guard Child & Youth Program
4250 Cessna St., Bldg. 270
Boise, ID 83705
208-272-8397 or 208-272-4387
leann.d.edwards.ctr@mail.mil  

Jill Mathews
Family and Community Engagement Coordinator
Idaho State Department of Education
650 W. State Street
Boise, ID  83720
208-332-6855
jmathews@sde.idaho.gov
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