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Notes from SDE Staff

·         HQT Memorandum from Superintendent Ybarra and State Board of Education
 Executive Director Matt Freeman (attached)

·         ISAT ELA/Literacy and Mathematics Parent and Family Brochure Available –

 Request Printed Copies by May 16th

·         Superintendent’s Webinar scheduled for June 2nd at 11:00AM, register here.
·         Legislation Overview:  New document posted highlighting how new legislation

 impacts Assessments, Certification, Advanced Opportunities, and other areas
·         The Foundation for Blended and Online Learning announces scholarship opportunities

 for graduating high school seniors in online and blended programs
·         Idaho Department of Education opens Administrative Rules, available for all

 Idahoans to provide comments
·         Do you know an educator in your district who is illustrative of our state’s best?
·         2016-2017 Mini Grant Application Opportunity for Certified Special Education

 and Related Special Education Hard to Fill Positions
·         Department announces that school districts can now make Past Job Performance

 requests for certificated employees online
·         Teacher Certification encourages early renewal of Idaho certificates
·         Registration is open for the Consolidated Federal and State Grant Application

 (CSFGA) Workshop Tour
·         State Department of Education announces the new Idaho Principal Mentoring Pilot

 Program (IPMPP) for early career principals
·         Certificate Renewal Applications should be submitted no later than June 15, 2016

 to receive certificate by September 1, 2016
·         Department of Education Announces Idaho Educator Career Fairs in Regions I, II, and

 IV
·         Alternative School - Regular School Year Application Available, Due June 15, 2016
·         2016-2017 School Calendar forms available on SDE website—completed calendars

 due May 31st

·         Teacher opportunities for online scoring of performance items on the SBAC now
 available

·         Interim Assessment Reports released for the Interim Comprehensive and Block
 Assessments
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Thursday, May 12, 2016 


 


 


Superintendents and Charter Administrators, 


 


The purpose of this memorandum is to provide additional guidance regarding highly 


qualified teachers (HQT) requirements for Idaho school districts. 


 


As stated in previous correspondence, HQT provisions included in the No Child Left 


Behind Act are not included in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and districts are 


no longer required to identify and document HQT status.  However, the State of Idaho 


Administrative Code (IDAPA 08.02.02) regarding the certification requirements for 


instruction staff remains in full effect.  In summary, the administrative rules state: 


 


 Instructional staff holding a standard elementary certificate are eligible to teach 


in grades Kindergarten through grade 6.  Individuals with a standard elementary 


certificate must hold either a K-8 All Subjects endorsement or a K-12 subject 


area endorsement.  Specific subject area endorsements allow the teacher to 


teach courses in the specific subject area for which they received the 


endorsement. 


 


 Instructional staff holding a standard secondary certificate are eligible to teach 


grades 6 through 12.  Individuals with a standard secondary certificate must 


hold an applicable subject area endorsement that is germane to the course 


subject being taught. 


 


 Instructional staff with an Exceptional Child Certificate are authorized to work 


with children in kindergarten through grade 12 who have been identified as 


having an educational impairment.  Individuals with a K-12 Generalist 


endorsement may teach student in kindergarten through grade 12 in a special 


education setting and individuals with a Pre-k-3 endorsement may teach student 


in pre-kindergarten through grade 3 in a special education setting.  The 


applicable requirements of the Individuals with Disability in Education Act also 


apply.   These individuals are not authorized to teach in a non-special education 


setting without the requisite certifications and endorsements. 


As stated previously, the State Department of Education will continue to monitor 


teacher qualifications through the Title II, Part A office and collect data regarding the 


certification, endorsements teaching assignments and years of experience for each 


district’s instructional staff. 
 


 
Sincerely, 


 


 


Sherri Ybarra 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 


 
Matt Freeman 
Executive Director, State Board of Education 


 







Down The Road…

·         Save the Date:  Advanced Opportunities Conference August 8th and 9th

·         39th Annual Idaho Association of Pupil Transportation and SDE Summer
 Conference to be held June 28-30, 2016

·         Idaho Teachers' Institute on Law-Related Education, June 9-10, 2016

Recent School Releases
·         Advanced Opportunities Program Consolidates to Offer More Options to Students

 (4.27.2016)

Recent News Releases
·         Department Fills Policy Liaison Position (4.28.2016)
·         First Cohort for Idaho Mastery Education Network Announced by the Idaho State

 Department of Education (4.22.2016)
 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thanks
Jeff
 
Jeff Church
Chief Communications Officer
650 W State Street | Boise, ID 83720
Main: 208.332.6800 Direct: 208.332.6934
Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
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