
 
 

Instructions for the Alternative School Applications 
Summer Session  

 
 
NOTE:  NO FEES - Alternative Schools cannot require the students to pay a fee for attendance 
or materials used at the school. 
 
To make sure that both Summer and Regular Session Alternative School students meet the 
requirements of Idaho Law, and are true at-risk students, review the below at-risk student 
qualifiers. The summer Alternative program is not for credit recovery of the general student 
population.  The students must meet the qualifications below. 
 
 
At-Risk Student Qualification List 

An at-risk youth is any secondary student, grades 6-12, who meets any 3 of the following criteria 
in Column A, or any 1 criteria in Column B. Please review the below chart to make sure your 
school meets the below criteria. Students who do not meet the criteria should not be included in 
the ISEE reporting for the summer school. 
 

Column A Column B 

Has repeated at least one grade. Has substance abuse behavior. 

Has absenteeism that is greater than 10% 
during the preceding semester. Is pregnant or a parent. 

Has an overall grade point average that is less 
than 1.5 (4.0 scale) prior to enrolling in an 
alternative secondary program. 

Is an emancipated youth. 

Has failed one or more academic subjects. Is a previous dropout. 

Is two or more semester credits per year 
behind the rate required to graduate. 

Has serious personal, emotional, or medical 
problems. 

Is a limited English proficient student who has 
not been in a program more than 3 years. Is a court or agency referral. 

 Upon recommendation of the school district as 
determined by locally developed criteria for 
disruptive student behavior. 
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Instructions for the Alternative School Applications - Summer Session 2016 
 
 
Explanations for each section of the application: 
 
School Information: 
Include the physical address for the Alternative School. Alternative programs conducted during 
the regular school year will be located on a separate site from the regular high school facility or 
be scheduled at a time different from the regular school hours.  
 
School Principal / Administrator and School District Superintendent 
Type in the information where noted. Signatures will be required on the Assurances Page. 
 
Accreditation: 
As of 2013, IDAPA rules require that all Alternative Schools that have an enrollment over 35 
students must be accredited. Note the date of the most recent accreditation. If the school is in 
the process of being accredited, please note that. If the Alternative School has less than 35 
students, list the sponsoring school in the district that is accredited.  
 
Choose the best description on the type of school: 
In the drop-down box, there are 5 choices (as displayed in the below example). Click on the one 
that best describes the Alternative Summer School. 
 

 
 
 
Anticipated Enrollment for Summer 2016:  
Fill in the anticipated enrollment for each grade and the total. 
 
2015-16 Alternative School Enrollment: 
List the enrollment per grade from the Alternative School from the current year. If the district 
does not operate an alternative school during the school year, leave this blank. 
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Instructions for the Alternative School Applications - Summer Session 2016 
 
 
Instructional Questions 
 
When answering the questions in this section, please be mindful of the IDAPA 08.02.03.110-- 
Alternative secondary programs are those that provide special instructional courses and offer 
special services to eligible at-risk youth to enable them to earn a high school diploma. Some 
designated differences must be established between the alternative school programs 
and the regular secondary school programs. Alternative secondary school programs will 
include course offerings, teacher/pupil ratios and evidence of teaching strategies that are clearly 
designated to serve at-risk youth. 
 
#1 – Describe the focus of the summer school program.  Is it credit recovery for qualified at-risk 
students; academic and/or study skills to help students with the transition between middle and 
high school;  credit enhancement – an opportunity for alternative school students to take 
additional classes that aren’t offered during the regular year or something completely different. 
 
Also include an explanation of how the instruction is specifically designed to meet the needs of 
the at-risk students. 
 
#2 – Explain the alignment of the summer alternative school to the regular alternative program.  
What efforts have been taken to insure the instruction provided relates to the courses and 
standards of the regular program?  How is the summer school staff communicating with the 
regular school year staff. 
 
 
#3 – This question is to help with the accreditation, alignment and reporting for the alternative 
schools. 
 
#4 – IDAPA rules require additional instructional elements be provided for students in an 
alternative school.  The regular alternative schools explain how they meet the instructional 
requirements in the Regular Session Alternative School Application.  If the students aren’t 
attending the alternative school during the school year those elements must be included in the 
summer program. 
 
#5 – This question may be skipped if the students are enrolled in the regular alternative school 
program.  Please keep in mind we will be reviewing the student enrollment and course offerings 
for the summer and regular school year. 
 
#6 - A printed schedule must be included with your application. It must include information for 
the 6 sub-categories in this section.  

a) List the start and end dates of each summer session.  
b) List which days of the week instruction will take place, i.e., M-W-F or M-F. 
c) Instructional Time per day. For each day of instruction, indicate the number of hours the 

students are under the direct instruction of the teachers. This does not include breaks, 
lunch, study time or hours for the counselor or administrator. 

d) Total Hours. To reach a total, add up the instructional hours per day and then multiply 
the number of school days for the Alternative School (Regular and Summer). It should 
total 225 hours for the summer session. Example is on the next page. 

e) Subjects to be taught. List ALL of the classes that the Alternative School will be offering. 
f) List of HQT. List all the teachers associated with each of the classes. For the Summer 

School, we will accept “To Be Determined” as we know you may be confirming teachers. 
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Instructions for the Alternative School Applications - Summer Session 2016 
 
 
 
Example of class schedule: 
 
Summer School: 28 school days 
 

Subjects Teachers Days of Week Instructional Time 
Reading & Language Mr. Smith M - F 8 am – 11:30 am 
Math Ms. Jones M - F 12 pm – 3:30 pm 
Government Mr. Andersen M - F 8 am – 11:30 am 
English Ms. May M - F 12 pm – 3:30 pm 
Math Mr. Hernandez M - F 12 pm – 3:30 pm 
Counselor Ms. Howard As needed n/a 
 
To determine total instructional time: 

• Course x daily instructional time (Reading & Language = 3.5 hours a day) Add up the 
instructional time for each course offered in a day. 

• 3.5 hours x 5 courses in a day = 17.5 hours a day. 
• 17.5 hours in a day x number of days school is open (17.5 x 28 days = 490 total 

instructional hours for Summer Alternative School). 
 
 
Assurances Page 
 
This page is to indicate your district’s compliance with Idaho Law (IDAPA 08.02.03.110). Please 
read each section carefully to determine that all of your Alternative School students meet the 
qualifications of at-risk youth. The special services section is optional. 
 
We have designed the form so that you can attach your signature electronically. At the bottom 
of the Assurances Page, please make sure both the Superintendent and the School 
Administrator sign and date the form. If you do not have an electronic signature, please email or 
fax the document. Email to: mtaylor@sde.idaho.gov  / Fax: (208) 334-2228. 
 
For questions please contact Michelle Clement Taylor at 332-6963. 
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