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Note from  
the Coordinator
Sustaining Service-Learning:  Four strategies on 
maintaining your service-learning program for the  
long haul.  Perhaps your program�s grant for service-learning is coming to an end, or you 
are just beginning a new program using your own resources.  Whatever your situation, these four 
strategies from the report �Sustaining Service-Learning:  A Practitioner�s Guide to Maintaining Long 
Term Programs�1 should be bene�cial.  

Strategy 1:  District-Wide Service-Learning Implementation
When a service-learning program is implemented in the school district, then funds for the program 
become a line item in the district budget, thus making your program easier to sustain.  Even if there is 
no �line item�, properly advocating service-learning to your peers, administrators and community are 
a great way to sustain service-learning long-term.  Even though this process takes years to nurture, 
the long-term bene�ts are worth the commitment.

Strategy 2:  Partnerships
Working with organizations within your community and building e�ective partnerships is essential 
to advancing your service-learning initiatives.  �ese partnerships can include non-pro�t and faith 
agencies, schools, businesses, government, civic organizations, and juvenile court systems.  When 
the community is part of service-learning, they realize that young people can make a valuable 
contribution to society.

Strategy 3:  Resource Development
Resource development is the development of resources, such as government grants, donations of 
needed products, support from foundations, corporations and gi�s from individuals.  �is is certainly 
not a comprehensive list, and it is important to diversify your funding base.
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Strategy 4:  Media Management
Media � newspapers, television, magazines, radio, and the 
Internet � can play a big role in your program resources.  Public 
service announcements or news coverage for your project can 
produce much-needed positive youth press, especially for those 
students deemed at risk.

Learning how to sustain your service-learning program for the 
long haul will ensure that youth are given the opportunities 
and support they need to become active, engaged, community-
minded citizens and leaders for tomorrow.

1 Brantley, K., �Sustaining Service-Learning: A Practitioner�s Guide to Maintaining Long 

Term Programs�, Points of Light Foundation, 2005.

Cheryl Kary,
Learn and Serve 

Coordinator

Murtaugh School District, nestled in an agricultural area in 
southeast Idaho, is located o� Highway 30.  As a way to invite 
visitors into town to explore what Murtaugh has to o�er, 
the students have chosen to create a community entrance, 
as part of a service-learning project, which will be attractive 
and inviting to passerbys on the highway.  �e students have 
worked closely with the Idaho Transportation Department to 
meet the requirements for designing this entrance.  �e student 
committee consists of ten students from 6th grade to 11th grade, 
all who are dedicated to improving their town and increasing 
community pride.  

�ese students have worked diligently to design an entrance 
in collaboration with Riedesel Engineering, Lytle Signs, and 
Conservation, Restoration and Seeding, Inc. that demonstrates 
pride in Murtaugh.  Students brainstormed and selected the sign 
lettering, color theme, community slogan and content. Currently, 
all design work has been done, permits have been �led, and 
students presented their �nished design to the City Council.  
�e site is being prepared for construction in the Spring and 
Fall of 2009.  Students will work with the Landscape Architect 
throughout the winter to learn about native plants that �ourish 
with little water, and they will create the plant list for the project. 
�is student-designed entrance will certainly bring pride to the 
Murtaugh community.

MURTAUGH HIGH SCHOOL



In December, Middleton High School�s Leadership class held 
our annual Christmas Drive. We adopted 22 families, and with 
the help of MHS students, faculty and community members we 
were able to provide them with food and clothes to help give 
them a one-time boost out of their economic situation during 
the Christmas season.  For a family to become adopted, they 
must undergo an interview and selection process held by the 
Leadership class. We do our best to only choose those families 
who are in the greatest need of our help. 

�is year, the art class screen printed reusable grocery bags 
that we were able to give each family.  In addition, our culinary 

arts class also created a cookbook based o� the items on our 
grocery list.

We would like to send out our greatest thanks to the MHS 
students, faculty, and the Middleton Booster Club who helped 
us out immensely.  Our gratitude also goes out to the Oregon 
Trail Church of God who allowed us to occupy their facility as a 
clearinghouse on delivery day. We had a wonderful turnout this 
year and are looking forward to being able to help out again 
next year during the Christmas season.

 —By Erin and Mirna

MIDDLETON HIGH SCHOOL
Christmas Drive Overview 




