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Federal Program Training
of the Month: 
Child Nutrition – CEP Overview

Cambria Steffler
MS, RD Coordinator, Child Nutrition Program
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• Community Eligibility Provision
• Option for qualifying schools to 

serve free meals to all students
• Reduces stigma around free 

meals
• Helps families financially 
• Streamlines meal service
• Reduces administrative work

What is CEP?



•Schools and LEA’s with a minimum Identified 
Student Percentage of 40% or higher
• Identified Students = students certified for free 

meals without the use of an application (ex. SNAP)
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Who Qualifies?
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Resources

• SDE Website
• Fact sheets
• List of eligible schools and 

districts
• Frequently asked questions
• Important links

• USDA Website
• Legislation information
• Resource center
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