
Idaho State Department of Education
DEBBIE CRITCHFIELD, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Special Education 
A Birds-Eye View
July 18, 2023

Communities of Practice | 1



Individual with Disabilities Education Act
Part B -includes provisions related to formula grants that assist 
states in providing a free appropriate public education in the 

least restrictive environment for children with disabilities ages 
three through 21.

Part C - includes provisions related to formula grants that assist 
states in providing early intervention services for infants and 

toddlers birth through age two and their families.

IDEA 
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1. Nondiscriminatory Evaluation
2. Procedural Safeguards
3. Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE)
4. Parental Participation
5. Individualized Education Program
6. Least Restrictive Environment

SIX Key Elements of IDEA
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•State Department of Education

• Idaho Special Education & Technical Assistance (SESTA)

• Idaho Training Clearinghouse (ITC)

Idaho Special Education Resources
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State Department of Education Website 
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Important Links
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Idaho Training Clearing House & SESTA
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• This course is for new special education directors (1st and 2nd 
year) and directors who desire additional support and PD for 
specific special education-related requirements.

• Topics include: 
• fiscal timelines, 
• data reporting and timelines, 
• secondary transition, 
• early childhood, 
• Medicaid school-based services, 
• alternate assessment, 
• general supervision file review (GSFR), 
• IDEA discipline, 
• significant disproportionality, and
• LEA Determinations.

OnTrack
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Idaho State Department of Education
DEBBIE CRITCHFIELD, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Contact Information

Melissa Knutzen
Administrative Assistant   
(208) 332-6896

Alisa Fewkes
Data & Reporting Coordinator  
(208) 332-6919

Kailey Bunch-Woodson
Program Evaluation Coordinator  
(208) 332-6925

Dr. Karren Streagle
Alt Assessment/Low Incidence/
Medicaid Coordinator
(208) 332-6824

Israel Silva
Contracts & Fiscal Financial Specialist  
(208) 332-6910

Lisa Pofelski-Rosa
Financial Specialist Principal
Funding & Accountability
(208) 332-6916

Randi Cole
Secondary Special Education Coordinator 
(208) 332-6918

Shannon Dunstan 
Results Driven Accountability/ 
Early Childhood Coordinator
(208) 332-6908

Debi Smith
Support & Monitoring Coordinator  
(208) 332-6915

Kimberli Shaner
Dispute Resolution Coordinator  
(208) 332-6914

Elizabeth Congdon
Dispute Resolution Program Specialist  
(208) 332-6912

Chynna Hirasaki
Special Education Director
(208) 332-6806
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