Advanced Opportunities Programs
PHILOSOPHY:
 The board of trustees recognizes the benefits for students of the Advanced Opportunity Programs which include Dual Credit, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, and Career & Technical Education. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]DEFINITIONS:
A. AP Exams: Advanced Placement (AP) is a program created by the College Board, which offers college‐level curricula and examinations to high school students. Colleges and universities may grant placement and course credit to students who obtain high scores on the examinations.
B. Dual (Concurrent) Credit: Provides college courses for high school students on the high school campus that meets the district curriculum standards along with the college curriculum for the specific class. This program provides an opportunity for high school students to receive both high school and college credits.
C. Full Credit Course: 16 credits per school year at the high school level and the maximum amount of classes during a school day allowed at the middle school.
D. Overload Course: A high school level course taken that is in excess of a full credit load.
E. School Year: Begins at the start of the break between grade levels and ends upon the beginning of the same break of the following year.
F. Advanced Opportunity Eligible PTE Exams: Certified Nursing Exam (CNA), Emergency, Medical Technician (EMT), and Pharmacy Technician Exam
G. IB Exams: International Baccalaureate (IB) exams are a part of the IB program offered at certain locations.
H. Cumulative GPA: An average of all semester grades an individual student earned in middle school if a middle school student, or all semester grades an individual student earned in high school if a high school student.

ADVANCED OPPORTUNTIY PROGRAMS:
Fast Forward: All students in grades 7-12 are eligible for Fast Forward funding through the Idaho State Department of Education. These funds can be used for overload courses, dual credits, and college credit bearing exams including AP exams, IB exams, CLEP exams or professional certification exams according to Idaho Code 33-4602. Any course paid for using Fast Forward funds shall be transcribed on the student’s high school transcript. If a student fails or withdraws from a course/exam intending to use Fast Forward funds, the student will be responsible for the cost of this course/exam.  

Eligibility
In order to participate in Advanced Opportunities, students must be enrolled at a school within the school district. Enrollment within a given school requires that the student be taking at least one course on a school campus within the district, or be taking courses on a college campus, all of which will recorded on the students high school transcript. Enrollment within the school district requires that a student plan and work toward receiving a diploma from a high school within the school district.
Students who wish to use Fast Forward funds must sign the Fast Forward Participation form and turn it in to their school counselor prior to requesting funds.
Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher to use Fast Forward funds for an overload course. Appeals to the required cumulative GPA requirement may be made to the Director of Instruction. The director’s decision is final.
In order to receive Fast Forward funds, students must request these funds through the Advanced Opportunities portal by the deadlines established by the State Department of Education.
In order to use Fast Forward funding, students must be on track to graduate with their cohort or earlier. Exceptions to this are at the discretion of the high school administration. 

Early Graduates 
Students who graduate at least one year early may receive a scholarship equal to 35% of their Average Daily Attendance allocation to an Idaho, public post‐secondary institution of their choice for each year early that they graduate. 

