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Welcome and Introductions 

 Introduce yourself 
– First name 
– District 
– Job Assignment 
– Expectations for today 



Overview of training 

DMA timeline 
Sharing time in groups 
Scoring rubric 
SDE Website and preparation tools 
Test Coordinator’s Guide 
Materials request and scorer nomination 
Sharing results of DMA 
 



Why a DMA training now?  

Statewide survey results: 
 26% have read the tool kit 
 32% have read the scoring rubric 
 51% not influential at all on curriculum and 

 instruction 
 38% moderately confident to use results  
 33% moderately useful data 



Results cont. 

23% change structure to get results quicker 
22% eliminate the DMA 
 
Decision:   
 Keep the DMA but provide training for 

increased implementation and research ways 
to get faster returns.   



DMA Development Timeline  

 Steering committee meets in June to finalize 
assessment and develop new items for field 
test. 

 Accept scorer nominations and material 
requests in September. 

 Printing, packaging, and shipping done in 
Oct/Nov.  



DMA timeline cont. 

 DMA given on December 3rd. 
 Range finding session 2 days in December. 
 Materials prepared for scoring sessions in 

January. 
 Scoring last week of January. 
 Data entry of 120,000 papers for 4 weeks in 

February. 



DMA timeline cont. 

 March 1st scores available for verification and 
shared at district level with teachers. 

 End of March scores made public. 
 Papers shredded at the SDE in June.  



Purpose Statement: 

The purpose of the Idaho Direct Mathematics 
Assessment (DMA) is to measure Idaho 
students’ mathematical problem-solving 
skills, including their ability to apply skills 
learned in alignment with the Idaho Math  
Standards to problem-solving situations.  
Problem solving is valued as an essential 
tool for success in a complex, modern world.  



Purpose Statement cont. 

The DMA will provide valuable information 
about students’ basic skill levels and their 
ability to effectively apply and communicate 
about mathematical processes and 
strategies, creative thinking, and decision 
making.  The data collected as a result of this 
assessment will assist in the development of 
curriculum and instructional strategies for 
teachers, and will improve student 
achievement. 

 
 



Small Group Activity (15-20 min.) 

Answer the following questions as a group at 
your table. 

1. How do you prepare your students for the 
DMA? 

2. How do you use the information gathered 
from the DMA? 

3. What accountability system is in place for 
this assessment at your district? 



Share with Large Group 

 Choose someone at your table to share 
ideas from your group.   
 

 Take notes so you can share at your district 
level. 



Scoring Rubric: 

 Toolkit Section II (2nd to last page) 
 Student friendly scoring rubric 
 Post in classroom 
 Send home to parents 
 Use in weekly assignments 
 Score as a group on overhead 
 Conference with student individually  



State Department Website 

 http://www.sde.state.id.us/ 
 

 Practice assessments 
 DMA data  
 TC Guide 

 



Test Coordinator’s Guide 

Two edits  
1. Helpful Contacts:  Sarah Bluemont 
  sbluemont@sde.idaho.gov 
  208-332-6956 
2. Introduction p. 4 DMA  
  cross off 3rd sentence 

mailto:sbluemont@sde.idaho.gov


TC Guide cont. 

 Proceed to page 12 
 

 Accommodation guidelines page 62 



Changes for 2008-2009 

 Students will respond to all 5 problems. 
 

 No calculator usage at 6th grade. 



Forms available on back table 

Materials Request Form:   
 Due back October 10th     
 
Scorer Nomination Form: 
 Due back September 19th  
 
 

 
 



Results to districts 

 E-mail sent to superintendent and TC late 
Feb/1st week of March. Secure web access 

 2 weeks to verify scores. 
 Once verification process takes place send 

immediately to teacher. 
 Students/parents notified of scores. 
 Districts print labels for cum folders. 



Final Thoughts 

 Important assessment looking at process 
students are using to solve problems.   

 Share and use scoring rubric with students. 
 Prepare students using practice test. 
 Use data gathered immediately after test. 
 District level accountability. 
 Ask for scores in early March. 



Questions/Comments 
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