Chimney Rock

Chimney Rock in the Selkirk Mountains is a 380-foot column towering above Priest Lake and has the
nickname of the “lightning rod” of North Idaho. The Selkirk Mountain range is a large batholith of granite
that uplifted because of the Purcell Fault/Trench. These granitic batholiths were created by magmas
forming far below the surface 70 to 80 million years ago. Interestingly, all of the higher Selkirk Mountains
show signs of having experienced some level of glaciation. U-shaped valleys are evidence of this
glaciation, along with the scoured bowl-like basins where we find lakes now. Students can use this
geographic feature to ask questions about plate tectonics, landforms, weathering & erosion, and other

geoscience processes.
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