City of Rocks

City of Rocks, a national park in Almo, Idaho is a large encirclement of granite rising out of the sagebrush
covered land. The granite intruded into the crust during two different times. The granite that composes
most of the spires is part of the 28 million year old Almo pluton. However, some of the spires are made of
granite that is part of the 2.5 billion year old Green Creek Complex that contains some of the oldest rocks
in the United States.

The variety of textures, colors, and shapes in the rock formations give students the chance to explore
many geologic features and processes. Students can ask questions about geological features such as
joints in solid rock, arches, panholes, intrusions, xenoliths, and grus. They can then create models of
weathering, erosion, and mass wasting to create explanations of how these unique rock formations
formed.

Additional Resources:
e National Park Service: City of Rocks
e United States Geological Society: City of Rocks Gallery
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https://www.nps.gov/ciro/index.htm
https://www.usgs.gov/media/galleries/geology-city-rocks-national-reserve-gallery

