Possible topics of discussion:
e How does the life cycle of a salmon differ from other species of fish?
e How did the human development of the dams on the Snake River lead to part of the problem?

Are there other ways humans are contributing to the problem? How could this problem be solved
without impacting the production of energy?
e What types of pollution are the different species of salmon vulnerable to? How could you design a
program to examine the uptake of pollutants by juvenile salmon?
e The migration of salmon from coastal waters through an estuary and upriver involves many
changes in physical environment, physiology and behavior. Salmon commonly spend a few days
to weeks in an estuary before migrating upriver. Why the delay? What physiological changes
would need to take place before they continue their journey?
e The great majority of salmon that live to maturity return to spawn in their natal stream. How do
they recognize that stream and make their way back there?
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Salmon Spawning

Salmon are a crucial part of Idaho’s river
ecosystems. They are also vital to many tribal
communities, and important to recreational and
commercial fisherman. These iconic fish migrate
to the ocean and then return to their native waters
where they spawn and die — and the cycle begins
anew. But salmon have a new normal: dams and
development have relegated them to the
endangered species list. Today, only two percent
of historical populations remain.
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