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Essential Standards
Essential Standards Quick Guide — ELA 6

This document outlines the essential standards for ELA Grade 6.
Essential standards are explicitly taught, assessed more than once, and targeted for
intervention if students have not yet reached proficiency. Assessments can be both formative

and summative. Interventions are implemented within the classroom to support students who
are not yet proficient.

All Idaho Content Standards are detailed in the Essential Standards Extended Guide.

Essential Standards

RC.6.3. Draw several pieces of evidence from grade-level texts to support claims and
inferences, including quoting and paraphrasing from texts accurately.

RC.6.5a. Explain stated or implied themes of texts, including how they are developed
using specific details from the texts.

RC.6.5b. Describe how characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a
resolution.

RC.6.6a. Explain stated or implied central ideas from texts, including how they are
developed using specific details from the texts; provide a summary of texts distinct from
personal opinions.

RC.6.6b. Explain in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated,
and elaborated in texts through examples or anecdotes.

RC.6.6d. Trace the argument and specific claims in texts, distinguishing claims that are
supported by evidence and reasons from claims that are not.

VD.6.1a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

RS.6.1. Conduct brief as well as multi-day research tasks to take some action or share
findings orally or in writing by formulating research questions and refocusing the inquiry
when appropriate; gathering and assessing the 35 relevance and usefulness of
information from multiple reliable sources; and paraphrasing or quoting the data and
conclusions of others, providing basic bibliographic information for sources, and
respecting copyright guidelines for use of images.

W.6.2. Write arguments that introduce and support a distinct point of view with relevant
claims, evidence and reasoning; demonstrate an understanding of the topic; and provide
a concluding section that follows from the argument presented.

W.6.3. Write informational texts that introduce the topic, develop the focus with
relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and examples from multiple
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Essential Standards

sources using appropriate strategies, such as description, comparison, and/or cause-
effect; and provide a concluding section that follows from the information presented.

W.6.4. Write personal or fictional narratives that establish a situation and narrator;
engage and orient the reader to the context; use narrative techniques such as
description, dialogue, pacing, concrete words and sensory details to develop the
characters, event(s), or experience(s); and provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated event(s).

ODC.6. 1. Engage in collaborative discussions about grade-level topics and texts with
peers by following agreed-upon rules for collegial discussions, setting specific goals, and
carrying out assigned roles; making comments and posing and responding to specific
guestions with elaboration and detail; and demonstrating understanding of various
perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

ODC.6.2. Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually,
guantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

ODC.6.3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that
are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

GC.6.1a. Identify the eight basic parts of speech (noun, pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective,
conjunction, preposition, interjection).

GC.6.2a. [Use] Commas, parentheses, and dashes to set off nonrestrictive or
parenthetical elements.

For Questions Contact

Content and Curriculum

Leslie Younger
lyounger@sde.idaho.gov

Idaho Department of Education
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208 332 6800 | www.sde.idaho.gov

CREATED 08/09/2024 Essential Standards Quick Guide ELA 6 / Content & Curriculum / 2


https://www.sde.idaho.gov
mailto:lyounger@sde.idaho.gov

