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Systems Approach
• Coherence

Test reflects the standards
Parts of the system are complimentary

• Continuity
Parts of the System Have Alignment

• Comprehensiveness
Breadth and Depth of  Resources to 
inform teaching and learning
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Previously
• The importance of teachers having access to the 

assessment system and reporting
• Assessment Claims and Targets, how to use score 

reports and resources to impact teaching and 
learning (2)

• The Digital Library and Formative Assessment

Focus on the classroom and impact of the 
assessment system on teaching and learning



This is where change happens
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Today’s learning goals

• Learn facts about the interim assessments
• Understand how to prepare for administration of 

the interim assessments 
• Understand technical aspects of giving the Interim 

Assessments 
• Access reports and data from the assessments
• Understand the importance of the interim 

assessments as part of the assessment system
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Todays target audience
• Who will benefit from today’s webinar? 

Your Students! 

• Opportunities for them to know what they know

• Become more familiar with the testing interface and item 
types

• Will have historical data throughout the year

• TE: Teachers should give, score, and review data from the 
interim assessments

• SC: Should be reviewing schoolwide data and make sure 
rosters are complete

• DC: Add students, teachers, and create rosters

• Load this year’s secure browsers to testing hardware



Facts about the Interim Assessments

idaho.portal.airast.org
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Interim Assessment Facts
• Two types of Assessments:

• Interim Comprehensive (ICA) 

• Follow summative assessment blueprints

• 35-45 Items and a Performance Task

• Reporting shows trend from Interim to ISAT

• Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB) 

• Content cluster assessments 15-17 items

• 4-7 blocks in each content area and grade

• Follow a specific blueprint

• Smaller sets of targets
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Interim Assessment Facts
• Not public but non-secure

• Items from same bank as summative test

• Given by teachers

• Same accessibility features,  same testing interface

• Unlimited opportunities 

• Frequent use will not lend as reliable data

• Comprehensive assessments take approximately 2 class 
periods – 2.5 hours for students to complete

• Interim blocks  1 class period – 30-45 minutes



Preparing for administration of the 
Interim Assessments

idaho.portal.airast.org
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The ISAT 
Portal 
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Prior to giving the Interim Assessments
• District Tech Support (DC):  

• Load this year’s secure browsers

• Add all students to TIDE, Add all teachers to TIDE, 
create Rosters in TIDE

• Teachers (TE) complete the TA Certification Course

• Review support documents

• Make critical decisions with your team:

• Why will we give these assessments? What is the goal, 
expected outcome

• Who will take part in the assessments and which ones will 
they take, at what grade level
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The ISAT 
Portal 
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The ISAT 
Portal 
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Support Documents
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New document
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Prior to giving the Interim Assessments

• In TIDE:  Upload /manual addition of student settings-
accommodations and designated supports (if you don’t know… 
use the assessment to see what students need) 

• Set grade level for testing if other than the student’s designated 
grade level

• Review the desired assessments using AVA
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TIDE
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Assessment 
Viewing 
Application
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The ISAT 
Portal 
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Make critical decisions about the use of 
the Interim Assessments
• Which assessments will be given based on the goals or 

questions to be answered? 

• Which students will take part in the assessments? 

• Will off grade level assessments be given? 

• When will the assessments be give? 

• Who will score non-computer scored items, and when? 

• Who will deliver the assessments, and when will they be 
delivered? 

• Where will the assessments be delivered? 

• How will the data be used? Who will it be shared with?



Technical aspects of giving the 
Interim Assessments

idaho.portal.airast.org
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The ISAT 
Portal 
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TEST DELIVERY SYSTEM
• Sign in to TDS with a TE role (or SC, DC) 

• Students log in to secure browser

• Enter first name, EDUID, and test session ID

• Choose test(s) to make available

• Start Operational Session 
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Scoring non-computer scored items

• All user roles in TIDE can score items

• Items assigned by default to who administered the test

• SCs and DCs can assign items for others to 
score

• Provided with each item to be scored 

• Scoring Guide and/or Rubric

• Student exemplars, sample responses

• All scoring is through the online THSS 
system
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Response list page
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Scoring non-computer scored items

Interim Assessment Item Counts
• Shows total number of items
• Shows number of items to be human-scored



Interim Assessment Reporting

idaho.portal.airast.org
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Reporting ~ ICA 
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Reporting 
~ ICA 
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Reporting 
~ ICA 

Individual student reports show comparison 
between administrations



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Interim Block 
Assessments
Grade 4
Mathematics

Student level 
report for  class
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New interim 
assessment 
reports coming 
January 18th

Individual and 
class level 
reports by item-
level targets
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New interim assessment reports coming January 18th



Vallivue is using the interim assessments and every school is planning to 
participate with those to give students experience prior to the summative test this 

spring. We find these very valuable. My suggestion to our buildings is to use the IABs 
after a certain unit is taught to gather data on students meeting those standards. We 

also want teachers to see items so they know what the expectations are for their 
students. We feel the interim comprehensive tests are pretty lengthy and we hate to take 

up too much instruction time so we are balancing the assessment and instruction time 
by using the blocks. I have one principal from an elementary school that is comparing 

her data from this year to last year is seeing great gains in student achievement!!
- Cindy Johnstone, Director of Curriculum and Assessment

FROM THE FIELD

idaho.portal.airast.org



We chose to have the students take the ICA to allow them to practice on the 
assessment and to give teachers data to use. Once students complete the 

assessments we had grade level teachers meet to work together and hand score their 
students responses. This allowed the teachers to see and understand how the writing 
responses would be graded. The data that teachers got from the assessments allowed 
them to look at the class as a whole and determine if and what areas were a weakness 
in each subject area. Teachers also used the data to help identify which students may 
need tier 2 interventions and in what areas. We also taught teachers how to properly 

read and interpret the data.
Erica Gerber, Assessment Coordinator

Liberty, Legacy and Victory Charter Schools

FROM THE FIELD

idaho.portal.airast.org
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Benefits of administering the Interim 
Assessments

• Complete alignment to the standards and end of year assessment

• Same platform as end of year assessment

• Checks progress while there is still time to affect the end of year 
outcome

• Models the types of items and tasks that should be consistently used in 
the classroom to show standards performance

• Keeps a student record of scores, shows improvement

• Use to get a measure on new students who did not have a Spring score 

• Flexiblity

• Teacher scoring

• Interim assessments integrate with the other two parts of our 
assessment system 
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Interim Assessment: An integral and important 
component of the assessment system



Questions? 

idaho.portal.airast.org



Nancy Thomas Price
Comprehensive Assessment System Coordinator
208-332-6988
nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov

idaho.portal.airast.org


