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Idaho Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT Math and ELA/Literacy by Smarter Balanced) 
The ISAT is an important component of the statewide assessment system as stated in board rule 08.02.03-Rules Governing Thoroughness (www.boardofed.idaho.gov). Students in grades 3-8 and 10 participate in the Mathematics and ELA/Literacy assessments. The assessments provide ongoing monitoring of individual, school, district, and state progress on the Idaho Core Standards.  The assessments are also available for grades 9 and 11.  A variety of item types, from selected response to performance tasks, are used to assess student knowledge, skills, and application. 

Scale scores that fall into four overall achievement levels for each subject are reported. The scores for all grades fall within this range of scale scores:  2000 and 3000. 
· Achievement Levels 4 and 3 indicate Advanced and Proficient.  Achievement Levels 2 and 1 indicate Basic and Below Basic.
· There is a specific scale range for each grade and content area. This shows on the student report on the overall performance graphic.

Claim performance is reported as above standard, at/near standard or below standard. These are subsections of the test and the performance indicates to what degree each Claim contributed to the overall score.   
· Claims are broad statements of the assessment system’s learning outcomes and are aligned to standards. Claims are assertions about student learning that require evidence as proof.
· Evidence is collected from student responses to the assessment items. The types of evidence called for is stated in the 	standards themselves. 
· For reporting purposes, there are three Claims in Mathematics and four Claims in ELA/Literacy. 

What this report tells about your child’s level of understanding 
This report shows how your child is performing overall on the Idaho Core Standards for Mathematics and ELA/Literacy. The report also shows a comparison to peers in the same content area within the school, district and the state of Idaho.  Claims represent a grouping of standards. Claim performance indicates to what degree the evidence from the assessment shows a claim is true. Claims are aligned to assessment targets, which restate the evidence described in the standards for mastery.  For a better understanding of the item types and content covered in each Claim go to: http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/claims.htm
The Idaho Comprehensive Assessment System gives parents, students and educators accurate and actionable information about students’ learning. Because these assessments are computer adaptive, they provide substantial information about the needs and successes of individual students. Based on student responses, the computer program adjusts the difficulty of questions throughout the assessment. For example, a student who answers a question correctly receives a more challenging item.  An incorrect answer generates an easier question. By adapting to the student as the assessment is taking place, these assessments present an individually tailored set of questions for each student. The system quickly identifies which skills students have mastered. This approach represents a significant improvement over traditional fixed form assessments, which Idaho used in the past.  More accurate scores for all students across the achievement continuum are presented. Computer adaptive tests are typically shorter than fixed form assessments because fewer questions are required to determine each student’s achievement level. The assessments draw from a large bank of items, and students receive different questions based on their responses. Accommodations for students with disabilities and English language are built into the system so that the progress of students is accurately measured.
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	Displays the name of the test, year and student’s name

	    
	Displays the legend for the Performance Levels of the Claims; Claims are related to groups of Standards

	    
	Displays a summary of the student’s name, student identification number, date of testing, scale score, standard error of measurement (+), and overall achievement level. 

	
	Graphic shows the four achievement levels and descriptions, with the individual student score.

	
	Student scale score and the standard error. The standard error of measurement  shows the difference expected if a student tested multiple times with the same assessment.

	
	Comparison scores show this student’s proficiency, in comparison to their school, district, and the state.

	
	Displays the Claim title, this student’s assessment claim performance, and claim description.  The performance levels shown by , =, or – indicate the degree to which this claim contributed to the overall scale score.  A claim at or above the standard contributes more positively to a higher scale score and proficiency level. 
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