Annual Plan: Accessibility and Accommodations Planning
Resources for Parents
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed.
 (
TEACHERS
Take the 
Smarter Balanced
 Training Test to become familiar with the accessibility and accommodations supports and
 tools available for students. 
Complete the Individual Student Assessment Accessibility Profile (ISAAP) for all students with special needs.
STUDENTS
Take the Training Test on the 
Smarter Balanced
 website to practice using the accessibility and accommodations tools and supports. Discuss the experience with your teacher and your parent(s).
PARENTS
Take the Training Test on the 
Smarter Balanced
 website with your student. Discuss the accessibility and accommodations tools and supports with your student and with educators. Review the ISAAP for your student and suggest additions/changes as needed.
December
: 
Accessibility and Accommodations Planning
)
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Sample Email Text
To: Parents at Smarter Valley School
From: Trish Stevens, Teacher
Re: Technology Tools and Supports for the Smarter Balanced Assessment System
This month, I will schedule a time to have your student take the Training Test in the computer lab, using the accessibility tools and supports such as a digital notepad and scratch paper. The staff found out from students last year that it is very helpful for students to practice using the tools before taking a “live” test. We want students to be able to concentrate on doing their best work. When your student finishes the Training Test, we will ask him or her to share his or her test experience with us, so that we are able to give feedback to the specialist staff and the testing coordinator about how the tools and supports work and how to improve the testing experience. 
The Smarter Balanced online testing system includes accessibility tools and supports that allow your student to show his or her best thinking on the test items. The best way for you to see how these supports work is for you and your student to go to the Training Test on the Smarter Balanced website and select accessibility and accommodations supports that I will discuss with you and your student to turn “on” when you both take the Training Test. 
Once we have finalized the accessibility and accommodations supports for your student to use on the Smarter Balanced test, the next step is to try out the Practice Test using the same tools and supports. The link to the Practice Test is on the Smarter Balanced website (a link can also be found on the resources page). As you and your student are taking the Practice Test, think about what coursework your student may need to review to prepare to answer similar test items in the end-of-year test. 
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Email to Parents
I hope you will share your experiences taking the Practice Test with me and let me know if you have additional questions about the accessibility tools and supports for the Smarter Balanced assessment.
Accessibility and Accommodations Planning
The Smarter Balanced testing system has built-in technology tools and is able to connect online to other assistive technology tools such as refreshable Braille and print-on-demand hardware to help all students be able to respond to the test questions. Your student’s ISAAP profile of accessibility and accommodations supports will be entered into the test administration system, and, during a test, the computer turns on or turns off supports, based on the profile. The teacher, the specialist staff, your student, and you are a team working together to ensure that your student is able to use the tools that are assigned to him or her. It is important for your student to practice using the tools in advance of the test so that he or she can navigate among tools without a problem. There are three types of tools or supports:
1. A set of universal accessibility tools, such as a digital notepad and scratch paper, will be available to all students.
2. Designated supports, such as a translated pop-up glossary, will be made available to students for whom a need has been identified by school personnel familiar with each student’s needs and with testing resources.
3. Accommodations will be available to students with a documented need noted in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan. These accommodations include Braille and closed captioning, among others.
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Handout for Parents
More information about these three types of supports can be found in the Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines and FAQs on the resources page.
Resources for Parents
Smarter Balanced Website
· Operating System and Browsers Compatible with the Practice and Training Tests for detailed information on compatible operating systems and browsers
· Practice Test and Training Test Site
· Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines (PDF) (DocX)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Please note: These documents have been made available in Microsoft Word format to facilitate use with screen readers and other assistive technologies. Please do not modify these documents. The Portable Document Format (PDF) version that is also posted displays fonts and images in a consistent manner across devices and is the recommended version for most purposes.] 

· Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Guidelines FAQ (PDF) (DocX)* 
· Usability, Accessibility, and Accommodations Implementation Guide (PDF) (DocX)* 
· Accessibility and Accommodations Framework (PDF) (DocX)*
· Smarter Balanced Resources and Practices Comparison Crosswalk (PDF) (DocX)* 
· Scribing Protocol (PDF) (DocX)*
· Read Aloud Guidelines (PDF) (DocX)*
· Instructions for Using Embedded Glossaries (PDF) (DocX)*
· Accessibility Resources Field Test and Operational Test Comparison (PDF) (DocX)
· ISAAP Tool Instructions (DocX)
· ISAAP Tool (XLSM)
· ISAAP Module
· Translation Accommodations Framework for Testing English Language Learners in Mathematics (PDF) 
· Item Accessibility and Language Variation Conceptual Framework (PDF) (DocX)* 
· Accommodations for English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities: A Research-Based Decision Algorithm (PDF)
· Tool to Evaluate Language Complexity of Test Items (PDF)
· Download the Accessibility and Accommodations Factsheet (PDF) (DocX)*
· Frequently Asked Questions
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