Annual Plan: Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
Resources for Students
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed. 
 (
TEACHERS
Develop curriculum maps for parents and students, including learning goals and success criteria for the school year learning progressions. Show model products that meet the success criteria.
STUDENTS
Participate in classroom tasks using self-assessment and peer-assessment strategies to provide feedback. Collaborate with
 your teachers and be
 engaged in
 learning.
PARENTS
Collaborate with educators to plan home-based performance tasks to support students in applying new knowledge and skills in real-world situations.
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Sample Email Text
To: Students at Smarter Valley School
From: Trish Stevens, Teacher
Re: What and How We Are Learning This Year
Welcome back to school! This school year we are planning ways to involve you as active partners in learning. This means that as we start new lessons and assignments and develop tasks to practice college- and career-ready knowledge and skills, we want you to share your ideas and interests so that these can become the topics for the tasks we tackle. In addition, I will ask you to contribute to discussions about setting the success criteria to meet each of your learning goals. We will also work in teams to provide each other peer feedback, and you will work independently to reflect on and assess your own performance. 
At Back-to-School Night this month, teachers would like to show your parents what is new about the curriculum, teaching, and learning. We may prepare visuals to show students’ starting points and expected ending points on the content area learning progressions with some model student work products we have already developed in class. Please let me know if you would like to share your best work. We also might let your parents practice a task that we have done in class. If you have ideas about which task to share with your parents along with samples of work that we completed with the task, please sign up on the Back-to-School Night Task Suggestion List on the white board.
Annual Plan: Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
Email to Students
I am pleased to see you all working hard to be an agent of your own learning. Please continue to put forth your best effort to collaborate with your peers and to contribute to the positive learning environment in our classroom.
Annual Plan: Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
Handout for Students
Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning
Curriculum
Common Core State Standards–aligned curriculum includes every aspect of the learning experience for students. Key elements of the curriculum include the following: 
	Element
	Used in Class
	Starting This Year
	Not Used in Class

	Common Core State Standards
	
	
	

	Assessment
	
	
	

	Adaptations to meet the needs of exceptional learners
	
	
	

	Enduring understandings
	
	
	

	Essential questions
	
	
	

	Inquiry and problem-solving
	
	
	

	21st-century skills
	
	
	

	Technology
	
	
	

	Universal design for learning (UDL)
	
	
	


For a description of each element see the link to the Curriculum Development Guide on the Montana Department of Education website on the Resources page attached.
Teaching
Teaching includes implementation of the formative assessment process to structure the teaching and learning around rigorous tasks. The attributes of the formative assessment process included in the lesson clarify the intended learning with learning goals and success criteria, eliciting evidence of student understanding, interpreting the evidence, and acting on the evidence to adjust instruction. 
Learning
Learning is accomplished when students demonstrate their understanding and ability to apply the knowledge and skills of the Common Core State Standards. Through the formative assessment process students can take an active role in their learning by using rubrics for self-assessment and peer assessment. Students collaborate with teachers to plan adjustments to instruction to move up the learning progression. Students are able to apply their learning to new situations to solve real-world problems. 
Resources for Students
Montana Department of Education Website
· Standards-aligned Curriculum Development Guide

Smarter Balanced Digital Library[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  To access the links for these resources, the user must be logged into the Smarter Balanced Digital Library.] 

· Assessment Literacy Module: Understanding the Formative Assessment Process
· Assessment Literacy Module: Students as Partners in Their Own Learning—Grades 6-12
· Assessment Literacy Module: Students as Partners in Their Own Learning—Grades K-5

Smarter Balanced Website
· Examples of student work on the ELA Performance Task Essays
· Scoring Guide for ELA Full Writes (PDF)
· Examples of student work on Mathematics Items
· Scoring Guide for Selected Short-Text Mathematics Items (PDF)
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