Annual Plan: Mid-Year Planning
Resources for Students
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed. 
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TEACHERS
Assess students’ progress toward meeting the annual learning goals. Are students on track? Use 
interim assessments
 to check on progress toward college readiness.
STUDENTS
Take 
interim assessments
 to check on progress toward college readiness. Discuss the results of the test with educators and parents.
PARENTS
Discuss the results of 
interim assessments
 with educators to identify additional supports needed for students to move forward on the learning progressions.
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Sample Email Text
To: Students at Smarter Valley School
From: Trish Stevens, Teacher
Re: Mid-Year Planning 
We are almost halfway through the school year, and it is time to pause and take stock of our progress in meeting our learning goals. I hope you are able to look back on many positive learning experiences. To get started on this reflection, we need to look at multiple sources of data that are evidence of your successes and challenges. Your progress reports, attendance, disciplinary data, and data on your participation in student support programs, community service, and school co-curricular activities are all relevant data as we review for trends of positive performance. 
Another set of tools to assist you in understanding your progress toward college readiness are the Smarter Balanced interim assessments. You can find out by answering interim test items, covering the learning goals you have studied so far, how well you understand and can apply the knowledge and skills of the Common Core State Standards on questions that were developed with the same specifications as for the end-of-year test. We hope that, after you take the test, you will share your experiences with me and with your parents. I will spend some class time discussing the Smarter Balanced rubrics and scoring guides with samples of student work so that we can compare our assignments to these samples. This is a valuable opportunity for us to collaborate on some next steps to improve your performance.
At the beginning of the school year, you selected two learning practices to improve this year to help you with your journey to college readiness. As you think about the first half of the year, would you say that you: 
· Used these two practices regularly?
· Changed your approach to new tasks as a result of using these practices?
· Will continue to work on these practices during the rest of the school year?
I am interested in your reflections on how to support you in improving your learning practices, and I hope to discuss your ideas with you within the next two weeks.
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Mid-Year Planning Template Example
In August, you identified two learning practices to work on improving this school year to work toward college readiness. At this point in the year (January), you can use evidence from multiple sources to show that you are making progress on using and integrating these learning practices into your regular study habits. You may use interim assessment results to validate the interpretation of the evidence from multiple sources.

	Learning Practice
	Mid-Year Status
	Evidence
	Interim Assessment Name
	Interim Assessment Score

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Strengths:
Challenges:
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Next Steps:
Resources for Students
Smarter Balanced Website
· Scoring Guide for ELA Full Writes (PDF)
· Scoring Guide for Selected Short-Text Mathematics Items (PDF) 
· Scoring Guides (under “Resources and Documentation”) 
· Performance Task Writing Rubrics (under “Resources and Documentation”)
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