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Sample Item ID:

ELA.11.SR.2.01.125

Grade/Model: | 11/1
Claim: | 2. Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a
range of purpose and audiences.
Assessment | 1. WRITE/REVISE BRIEF TEXTS: Apply narrative strategies
Target(s): | (e.g., dialogue, description, pacing) and appropriate text

structures and transitional strategies for coherence when writing
or revising one or more paragraphs of narrative text (e.g.,
closure, introduce narrator point of view, or use dialogue when
describing an event or advance action).

Secondary Target(s) | n/a
Standard(s): | W-3a, W-3b, W-3¢, W-3d, and/or W-3e
DOK: | 2
Difficulty: | M
Item Type: | Selected Response
Score Points: | 1
Correct Response: | C
Stimulus/Passage(s): | See below.

Stimuli/Text
Complexity:

n/a (writing stimulus)

Acknowledgement(s):

Testing contractor

Item/Task Notes:

How this item/task
contributes to the

sufficient evidence
for this claim:

In order to demonstrate the ability to revise a short literary text,
students choose the best way to revise a particular portion of the
text with the goal of improving the quality of the descriptions.

Target-Specific
Attributes (e.g.,
accessibility issues):

Students read a printed text stimulus one grade level below
assessed grade level and use a keyboard or comparable input
software to compose an answer to the writing prompt.

Stimulus Text:

The following excerpt comes from a writer’s first draft of a short
story about two travelers.

(1) They reached the capital early in the morning. (2) But this
can hardly be called a capital, she thought. (3) Indeed the word
only loosely applied in comparison with their previous
destination, with its crowds of people and scooters too many to
count, following no rules as far as either of them could tell. (4)
But here, in this smaller capital, they found hardly any vehicles
and just a few people walking around aimlessly.
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(5) "Perhaps they are all tourists,” he said, though of course
this was not possible.

(6) Here, there was dust instead of smog, and the sun instead
of a bunch of city lights.

Item Prompt:

The writer wants to revise this draft to make the description
more vivid and precise. Which of the possible sets of revisions
below would best help the writer accomplish this goal?

Options:

A. Change “early in the morning” to “at 7 am” (sentence 1) and
“crowds of people” to “thousands of people” (sentence 3).

B. Change “following no rules” to “obeying laws neither of them
could understand” (sentence 3) and “scooters too many to
count” to “scooters in the thousands” (sentence 3).

C. Change “early in the morning” to “at the height of dawn”
(sentence 1) and “crowds of people” to “buzz of fretted
pedestrians” (sentence 3).

D. Change "“in this smaller capital” to “in this so-called capital”
(sentence 4) and “the sun instead of a bunch of city lights” to
“the bright sun instead of bright city lights” (sentence 6).

Distractor Analysis:

A. This answer is incorrect because "7 am,” while more precise than “early in the
morning,” is not vivid. And “thousands of people,” while more precise than “crowds of
people,” is still not particularly precise, and not vivid either.

B. This answer is incorrect because “obeying laws neither of them could understand” is
not more vivid or precise than the original “following no rules.” And “scooters in the
thousands” is not more vivid or precise than “scooters too many to count.”

C. Key. "At the height of dawn” is more vivid and more precise than “early in the
morning.” And “buzz of fretted pedestrians” is more vivid and precise than “crowds of
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people.”

D. This answer is incorrect because “this so-called capital” is no more vivid or precise
than “this smaller capital.” And “the bright sun instead of bright city lights” is only
very marginally more vivid and precise than “the sun instead of a bunch of city lights,”
since all it does is add the word “bright” two times.
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