
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

   

  

   

  

 

  

   

 

       

 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Media Contact: 

July 20, 2023 Maggie T. Reynolds 

www.sde.idaho.gov Public Information Officer 

mreynolds@sde.idaho.gov 

Idaho Career Ready Students Program to Address Idaho’s Local 

Workforce Needs with Career Technical Education Grants 

Application window is now open 

(BOISE) – Idaho schools will have a new resource to prepare students to meet local and regional 

industry needs with the Idaho State Department of Education’s Idaho Career Ready Students 

program (ICRS). 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Debbie Critchfield introduced the legislation to create the 

program in March. After passing the Idaho Legislature, Governor Brad Little signed into law 

HB267. Idaho Career Ready Students funds are separate from the Division of Career Technical 

Education and reduce reliance on federal funds for Career Technical Education (CTE) 

programming. CTE integrates core academic knowledge with technical and occupational skills 

that provide students a pathway to careers and training after high school.  

The application window is now open and the State Department of Education has already received 

the first grant applications. Local education agencies interested in applying can do so here. 

This historic $45 million investment in CTE increases the capacity of programs in Idaho middle 

and high schools (grades 7 – 12) by incentivizing districts to create instruction that provides 

focused training to prepare students to meet the needs of local industry and workforce partners. 

The program will create opportunities for students in districts that may face challenges accessing 

resources to sustain high quality and effective CTE programs. 

“This program allows schools to tailor their Career Technical Education offerings to the unique 

needs of their communities,” Critchfield said. “We know that the best people to ask about the 

needs of a community are the members of that community, and this program positions Idahoans 

to create workforce solutions that are responsive and tailor-made for their area’s individual 

needs.” 

Eligible expenses include, but are not limited to: 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/
mailto:mreynolds@sde.idaho.gov
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/icrs/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/icrs/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2023/legislation/H0267.pdf
https://cte.idaho.gov/
https://cte.idaho.gov/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/icrs/files/SY2023-2024-ICRS-Program-Application.pdf


 

 

 

   

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

  

   

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

• Capital expenditures needed to upgrade and expand existing CTE programs, such as 

machines, tools and other one-time purchases; 

• Capital costs associated with building programming and construction, such as 

architectural and design fees, actual construction costs and costs to finish an existing 

construction project; and 

• Initial investments to develop CTE programs that are tailored to local areas and job 

markets. 

Grants will be awarded by the Idaho Career Ready Students Council, an eleven-member group 

chaired by Critchfield. The council will award grants on either an annual or multi-year basis, 

with preference given to proposals that create partnerships with local industry and other 

stakeholders while being both sustainable and responsive to community and statewide workforce 

needs. 

Click here to learn more about the program or to access the application. The program application 

period is not subject to deadlines and requests may be submitted throughout the school year. 

Questions can be directed to program coordinator Allison Duman at aduman@sde.idaho.gov. 

# # # 

Video footage of the superintendent promoting the program is available for your use at: 

https://sftp.sde.idaho.gov/main.html?download&weblink=4c6c51611337f56942047ae00077ef1f 

&realfilename=Superintendent-Critchfield-Idaho-Career-Ready-Students-1080p-website.mp4 

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/icrs/
mailto:aduman@sde.idaho.gov
https://sftp.sde.idaho.gov/main.html?download&weblink=4c6c51611337f56942047ae00077ef1f&realfilename=Superintendent-Critchfield-Idaho-Career-Ready-Students-1080p-website.mp4
https://sftp.sde.idaho.gov/main.html?download&weblink=4c6c51611337f56942047ae00077ef1f&realfilename=Superintendent-Critchfield-Idaho-Career-Ready-Students-1080p-website.mp4



