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Ongoing Assessment Updates/Conversations

1.

5.

During the administration of the SBAC assessment, there was a delay in receiving student
scores due to a lack of applicant scorers hired by the vendor’s subcontractor.

This was discussed with the department’s Deputy Attorney General and legal advice is:
That it is more important to assess the delay and refine the grading process with the vendor,
than to pursue breach of contract.

Even with the delay, all school districts did have access to student scores and parent reports
during, or shortly after the assessment window closed. Districts may choose how they
deliver student scores to parents—Title | funding may be utilized to assist in the delivery of

scores.

The timeliness of student reports/scores will be discussed further during the November 5th

Superintendents Webinar.
There are many ongoing conversations surrounding our statewide assessment, we will keep

you updated.

U.S. Presidential Scholars Program

The U.S. Presidential Scholars Program was established in 1964, by executive order of the
President, to recognize and honor some of our nation's most distinguished graduating high
school seniors. In 1979, the program was extended to recognize students who demonstrate
exceptional talent in the visual, creative and performing arts. In 2015, the program was
again extended to recognize students who demonstrate ability and accomplishment in career
and technical education fields. Each year, up to 161 students are named as Presidential
Scholars, one of the nation's highest honors for high school students.

Is a student eligible? For more information, please visit the U.S. Presidential Scholars

Program Eligibility website.
Would you like to nominate a student? Visit the SDE website and learn more about the

U.S. Presidential Scholars Program Nomination criteria.
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e  The next superintendents webinar date has been changed to November 5 at 11:30 AM
MST, please click here to register
e The Family Engagement Tool (FET) is now available for districts and schools throughout

Idaho
e CenturyLink to offer $1.4 million in Teachers and Technology grants in local markets
_across the country

o 54 Annual United States Senate Youth Scholarship Program deadline is October 23, 2015

e  Wellness funding is still available to schools; next review of applications is due October 23,
2015

e Idaho juniors may apply for NASA Aerospace Scholars Program through the State

Department of Education

e  Save the Date for the Idaho Indian Education Summit, Boise, June 13-14

e Idaho Day Celebration will take place on March 4, 2016 to celebrate Idaho’s territorial
anniversary

e Alternative Authorization submission dates have been updated, and applications are being

accepted

Learn more about the 2015 Mathematics Teacher Preparation Standards review

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks
Jeff

Jeff Church

Chief Communications Officer
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