
Idaho State Department of Education

DEBBIE CRITCHFIELD, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Dyslexia 
The What, When, and Why of Idaho Code 33-1811
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Dyslexia

Dyslexia means a specific learning challenge that is neurological in 
origin. It is characterized by difficulties with accurate or fluent, or both, 
word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities, which 
typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of 
language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities 
and the provision of effective classroom instruction.

-Idaho Statue, Section 33-1802
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What is Dyslexia

• Dyslexia affects 20% of the population and represents 80-90% of those with 
learning disabilities. 

• Dyslexia often runs in families.

• Dyslexia often occurs with other learning and

   behavioral disorders.

• Dyslexia occurs in every race, culture, gender, and 

   socio-economic groups.

Federal Programs| 4



What is Dyslexia

Neurological in origin.

Typically result from a deficit

in the phonological component of

Language.

Accurate or fluent, or both, word

recognition and poor spelling

and decoding abilities.
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Common Areas of Difficulty

Rapid Naming – fast, automatic retrieval process, remembering names and lists, reading fluency

Orthographic Processing – memory for letters in words, identifying words and symbols, letter/word 

recognition

Phonological Processing – manipulating sounds of language, pronouncing words, giving  rhymes, 

segmenting and blending phonemes (sounds of words)

Research overwhelmingly shows that dyslexia is NOT a visual acuity problem, and no benefit has been found from using 
vision training
-(American Academy of Pediatrics, 2009)
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Phonological Processing
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Common Areas of Difficulty

Phonological Processing – manipulating sounds of language, pronouncing words, giving  rhymes, 

segmenting and blending phonemes (sounds of words)

Rapid Naming – fast, automatic retrieval process, remembering names and lists, reading fluency

Orthographic Processing – memory for letters in words, identifying words and symbols, 

letter/word recognition

Research overwhelmingly shows that dyslexia is NOT a visual acuity problem, and no benefit has been found from 
using vision training

-(American Academy of Pediatrics, 2009)
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Hear and Spell

International Dyslexia Association

Simulation

Listen Carefully
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Listen and Spell   

SKILLS

Modality Skills/Classroom Tasks

• Cognitive
• Auditory
• Visual
• Auditory-Visual
• Oral-Motor
• Kinesthetic-Motor Memory
• Auditory-Visual-Kinesthetic

• Short-Term Auditory Memory
• Auditory Working Memory
• Phoneme Segmentation
• Phoneme Sequencing
• Sound-Symbol Association
• Orthography
• Morphology
• Encoding
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Debriefing Questions-Hear and Spell

1. How did you feel when you could not hear the words clearly?

2. Do you think it would have helped if you had been able to see the 
mouth of the person dictating the words?

3. How do you think a person with auditory discrimination problem 
compensates for this weakness?

4. How do you think a student with this challenge behaves in the 
classroom?
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Screening & Diagnostic

Beginning of the School Year
• K-3rd grade- use the IRI

• 4th and 5th grade screeners

• Flagged students need a diagnostic assessment

• Diagnostic assessment data provides intervention point

• Progress Monitor every two weeks
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Now What?
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Screener

Phonological 
Awareness (PA)

Phonemic 
Decoding 
Efficiency

Encoding Ability
Sight Word 

Reading Efficiency
Admin Time

Print or Digital

Acadience Reading (formerly DIBELS 
Next) X X X X 2-9 min Both

FastBridge CBMreading X X X X

20-35

min Digital

mCLASS: Amplify Reading X X X X 5 min Digital

STAR CBM
X X X X 5-6 min total Both

Phonological Awareness Literacy 
Screening-Plus
(PALS Plus)

X X X X 2-3 min tasks Both

Istation
Advanced Reading (4-8) X <30 min Digital

PAST
X 1-20 min Print

https://acadiencelearning.org/acadience-reading/k-grade6/
https://www.illuminateed.com/products/fastbridge/reading-assessment/dyslexia-screening/
https://amplify.com/programs/mclass-amplify-reading-edition/
https://www.renaissance.com/products/star-cbm/
https://palsresource.info/assessments/
https://www.istation.com/Reading
https://thepasttest.com/


Now What?
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Reading Skill Diagnostic Measures

Phonological / Phonemic Awareness • Phonological Awareness Skills Program - PASP (4-5)

• Phonological Awareness Skills Screener - PASS (4-12)

• Phonological Awareness Skills Test - PAST (4-12)

• Cool Tools/FAIR Informal Reading Assessments: Florida Center for Reading Research, FCRR (4-5)

• Acadience Reading Diagnostic PA & WRD (4-6)

• CORE Phoneme Segmentation Test (4-8)

Phonics / Decoding / • Really Great Reading Decoding Survey (4-12)

Word Recognition • CORE Phonics Survey (4-12)

• 95% Group PSI: Phonics Screener for Intervention (4-8)

• Cool Tools/FAIR Informal Reading Assessments: FCRR (4-5)

• Basic Reading lnventory (BRI), Jerry Johns (4-12)

• Renaissance Phonics Survey

Spelling • Words Their Way (4-12)

• LETRS Diagnostic Spelling Survey

• Test of Written Spelling (4-5)

Comprehension • AIMSWeb Maze (4-12)

• AIMSweb Plus (4-12)

• DIBELS Next Daze (4-6)

• DIBELS 8th Maze (4-8)

• EasyCBM Passage Fluency (4-6)

• Cool Tools/FAIR Informal Reading Assessments: FCRR (4-12)

• Curriculum Based Measures (4-5)

• Basic Reading lnventory, Jerry Johns (4-12)



Now What?
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Text Fluency
• AIMSweb R-CBM Oral Reading Passage (4-12)

• AIMSweb Plus (4-12)

• DIBELS 6th and Next ORF (4-6)

• DIBELS 8th (4-8)

• EasyCBM Passage Fluency (4-6)

• Cool Tools/FAIR Informal Reading

• Assessments: Florida Center for Reading Research (4-
5)

• Basic Reading inventory, Jerry Johns (4-12)



SDE Dyslexia Website

• SDE’s Dyslexia Website

• Dyslexia Screening, Diagnostic measures, and Progress Monitoring

• Idaho’s Dyslexia Handbook

• SAMPLE Dyslexia Parent Notification Letter 
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/dyslexia-information.html
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/SDE-Identified-Dyslexia-Assessments.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/ela-literacy/files/lrc/dyslexia/general/Idaho-Dyslexia-Handbook.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/communications/files/public-records-requests/Approved-Sample-Parent-Letter.pdf


Structured Literacy

and
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Idaho State Department of Education

DEBBIE CRITCHFIELD, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Dyslexia

Karyn Kilpatrick-Snell|ELA K-5/Dyslexia K-12

Idaho State Department of Education

650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702

208.332.6967

Kkilpatrick-snell@sde.idaho.gov

www.sde.idaho.gov
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