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What is on your mind about WIDA?

How do I 
start?

Who do I 
call?



WIDA’s suite of English 
language proficiency 
assessments:

• W-APT: kinder and 1st

semester 1st grader screener
• WIDA Screener- online/paper 

grades 1-12
• ACCESS 2.0-federally 

required to monitor and 
report ELLs progress to 
English language proficiency

• ACCESS ALT
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WIDA is housed within the
Wisconsin Center for Education Research (UW)
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Facts about WIDA

Idaho ELL’s:
• 15-16: 14,100
• 16-17: 16,080
• 17-18: 16,750
• 18-19: estimated 17,000+
Exiting fewer students than in 
the past due to WIDA’s standard 
setting in 2017. Exit criteria 
currently being examined.

Idaho is one of 39 states in the WIDA 
Consortium.

WIDA began testing English learners in 
2004 with paper based assessment.

Idaho is starting 4th year of consortium 
membership and testing. 

2017 WIDA completed a standard setting.

It is cold in Madison, WI in January 



The ELL Pathway
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Screen & Identify
• Account(s) 
• Training & Certification
• Administer Screener
• If eligible…continue

Eligibility & Placement
• Serve student according to 

ELL Plan ACCESS 2.0
• Administered annually
• Operational deadlines & key dates 

for assessment

Program Continuation or 
Exit

• Based upon ACCESS score, exit 
or update and continue ELL 
Plan



Two Webpages – Two Accounts
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• WIDA Webpage and Portal
• Resources – including Idaho specific guidance
• Training and Certification
• District level monitoring of training & account creation
• On August 15 WIDA URL is changed to: www.wida.wisc.edu

• WIDA AMS (DRC)
• Operational site for WIDA assessments
• Load students, print test tickets
• Score speaking and writing here for WIDA Screener 

https://www.wida.us/index.aspx
http://www.wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA


Roles – Know WIDA’s terminology
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•District Test Coordinator
•WIDA Screener (Online & 
Paper) Contact

•WIDA ACCESS 2.0 Contact
•WIDA Proctors & TA’s



How to set up accounts:
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• WIDA Secure Portal: 1-866-276-7735, help@wida.us, 
or contact your District Test Coordinator

• WIDA AMS: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com or 
contact your District Test Coordinator

WIDA and WIDA AMS account set up

mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/id


• Training and certification 
prior to administering 
screener is required if new. 

• 2018-2019: ACCESS 2.0 
required certification.

• Determine at a district level 
who will score the writing 
and speaking domains for 
Screener.
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Certification Required



Speaking
• Timing of Training:  1-2 hours 

• Module 1:  Screener Peaking 
Scoring Overview Speaking Scoring 
Scale

• Module 2: Speaking Scoring 
Practice

• Module 3:  Recommended Practice
• Quiz:  Must receive ≥ 80%
• Only need to complete quizzes 

grades assessing

Writing
• Timing of Training:  1-2 hours 

• Module 1:  Screener:  Writing 
Scoring Overview Writing Scoring 
Scale

• Module 2: Writing Scoring Practice
• Module 3: Recommended Practice
• Quiz:  Must receive ≥ 80%
• Only need to complete quizzes 

grades assessing

WIDA 101|11

Self-Scoring – Important Consideration
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Student Preparation 

Practice tests located on WIDA 
AMS site – first landing page.



Technology Requirements for WIDA
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• The Online Testing Network Evaluation and Troubleshooting 
document has been updated for the 2018-19 administration 
and is posted in WIDA AMS. 

• Link to the document can be found in the WIDA Secure Portal
behind the Technology Coordinators tile.

https://lists.wisc.edu/t/53921606/161001248/3635123/2008/
https://lists.wisc.edu/t/53921606/161001248/3856117/2009/


1. EL Program Page with Mini Manuals 2.  Read Test Administration Manual (s)
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Homework Before Screening

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/el-migrant/el/index.html
https://www.wida.us/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=/client/screener/online/documents/WIDA-Screener-Online-TAM.pdf


Watch scheduled
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Homework continued… webinars

WIDA Q& A Webinars

https://portal.wida.us/get.aspx?id=2345
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WIDA AMS mini-tutorials



• For new students at
registration

• Do not complete annually for 
identified ELLs

• A language other than
English is indicated

• Info can be found in 
the Identification and 
Screening Manual

Home Language Survey
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• Required action:
• Prior to administering W-APT or Screener, search in

ELMS to ensure no former screening done or active
EL status

• If student has screened out, exited, or already 
qualified DO NOT SCREEN

• If student is not in ELMS, proceed to screen
• Need ELMS access?

• Contact ISEE Coordinator
• ELMS.Editor

• ELMS User Guide
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English Learner Management System (ELMS)

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/el-migrant/el/files/program/guidance/English-Learner-Management-System-ELMS-User-Guide.pdf


WIDA Screener – Varies per grade, per time of year
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*First semester lasts from start of school year through December 31
**Second semester lasts from January 1 thought the end of the school year

Grade Screener Assessment to Administer

Kindergarten Kindergarten W-APT
• Free to download online at www.wida.wisc.edu
• Must be printed out and administered 1-on-1
• All Domains are scored locally
• Certain domains administered per time of year

First Semester* 1st Grade

Second Semester** 1st Grade WIDA Online Screener (paper available)
• Free online
• Administered through the INSIGHT Browser in conjunction with WIDA-AMS
• Reading and Listening scored through INSIGHT system, speaking and writing 

are scored locally

2nd-12th Grade

Information & Training:  https://www.wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/online 

http://www.wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/online


ACCESS 2.0
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Grade Mode and ACCESS Assessment to Administer
Kindergarten Paper administration. 1:1. Scored by DRC. 

Test is not split into difficulty tiers. Students tested in all parts until they reach a 
performance ceiling. 
Can take up to 60 minutes per student.

Grades 1-12 Default is online.
Paper is available as an accommodation.
Grades 1-3 use handwriting for writing domain. Grades 4-12 keyboard writing.
Administer Reading/Listening then Speaking/Writing (can take up to 170 min).
Technology set up vital. Will need headsets with microphones.
Can be administered in groups with various grade levels at same time.

Alternate ACCESS ELL’s who meet statewide ALT ISAT testing eligibility criteria are the only 
students who should take Alternate ACCESS. Braille version also available. 

Information & Training:  https://www.wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/tests 

https://www.wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/tests
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WIDA Website and Quick Start Guides:
WIDA Quick Start Guide

What’s New? Most Helpful?

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/access/preparing


• Idaho WIDA Consortium 
Page
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State Page on WIDA’s Website:

STATE TESTING DATES 2018-2019
Testing Specifics Start Date End Date

Pre-Testing

Test Materials Ordering Available in AMS (LEAs) Mon 
10/22/18

Fri 
11/16/18

Load Pre-ID File into AMS (LEAs) Mon 
10/22/18

Fri 
11/16/18

WIDA AMS Test Setup Available for Test Sessions Wed 
1/2/19 Fri 3/8/19

Districts Receive Test Materials (On) Tue 
1/15/19

Tue 
1/15/19

During Testing
Test Window Mon 

1/28/19 Fri 3/8/19

Additional Test Material Ordering Window in AMS Tue 
1/15/19 Fri 3/1/19

Post-Testing

Deadline for Shipping Completed Test Materials to DRC Fri 3/15/19 Fri 3/15/19

Pre-Reporting Data Validation – LEAs in AMS Mon 
4/1/19 Fri 4/5/19

Districts Receive Reports - Printed and Online (On) Tue 
5/21/19

Tue 
5/21/19

https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/id


FAQs:
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1. Should we screen a foreign exchange student?
• No, it is not required.

2. How long do I have to screen a potential ELL?
• 30 days from registration date.

3. Do we have to screen online?
• Remember, depends on grade of student. Online is

default. Paper is an option. Certification differs per 
mode of administration.

4. Do all students screen in?
• No. Screener results will determine if a student

meets the screen out criteria
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Stay in touch, on top of vendor deadlines:

• SDE Assessment Department Resource Center
• Monthly Webinars
• Assessment specific -
Newsletter. Please
subscribe!

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/resource-center.html
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=haWTdmdhIEK1B_bL9Z2NcVMHlhRu4JtHsrzPdOdLYcBURDlJM1NZWkpPODFBV1I1MlpJWjRJUTIzWS4u
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Questions, Concerns?

How can we best 
support you? 



Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Questions?

9/28/2018
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Melanie Jones | ELPA Coordinator
Idaho State Department of Education
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208 332 6933 
mjones@sde.idaho.gov
www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/elpa/

mailto:mjones@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/elpa
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