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PROGRAM EXIT AND MONITORING BACKGROUND

An English Learner (EL) student, who has the linguistic ability to successfully achieve in
classrooms where the language of instruction is English, is ready to exit from the district
Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP). Idaho’s annual English Language Proficiency
Assessment ACCESS 2.0 and Alternate (ACCESS) are used to measure an EL student’s English
proficiency level to determine exit.

Section 3113(b)(2) of the ESEA require that a State’s standardized exit criteria and procedures
must include valid and reliable, objective criteria that are applied consistently across the State.
In order to implement a uniform methodology for determining an EL student’s readiness for
exit from a district LIEP across the state, the Idaho State Department of Education (SDE) worked
with the EL Advisory Group in 2016-2017 to establish and clearly define new exit criteria.
Idaho’s new exit criteria was implemented in Spring 2017.

Beginning in school year 2018-2019 all EL coding and data reporting transitioned out of the
Idaho System of Educational Excellence (ISEE) and into the English Learner Management System
(ELMS). Students who meet exit criteria will have an exit date assigned to them in ELMS, which

will automatically rollover into subsequent exited statuses with each school year.

STATEWIDE EXIT CRITERIA

Idaho’s EL Advisory Committee, and the SDE, in collaboration with WIDA, thoroughly analyzed
ACCESS data to determine the “sweet spot” of ACCESS performance that correlated to ISAT
proficiency. The exit criteria was determined to be the level of language proficiency needed for
the student to independently be able to access content delivered in English and therefore have
the language ability to also be proficient on statewide and districtwide assessments.

e Proficiency on ACCESS does not mean the student will be proficient in/on ISAT, IRI,
district-wide assessments, and classroom performance.

e Proficiency on ACCESS does mean the student has the language ability to be proficient
in/on ISAT, IRI, district-wide assessments, and classroom performance.

To qualify to exit from a district/charter LIEP the student must meet the following scores
depending on the type of ACCESS assessment in which they participate.
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Idaho’s Statewide Exit Criteria

Summative Assessment Exit Criteria

Exit Criteria for ACCESS: Composite PL> 4.2 AND PL>3.5in
ACCESS EACH domain of Listening, Writing, and Reading, AND a PL >
1.0 in the Speaking domain.

Alternate ACCESS Composite Proficiency Level (PL) of P2

Students who meet Idaho’s exit criteria are exited and transition into their two-year monitoring
years. Exited students no longer receive services through the LIEP and no longer take the
ACCESS assessment. Note, this does not preclude the district from making special provisions
(e.g. RTI, special education, Title I, etc.) or providing other interventions to further support the
specific areas where the student may continue to struggle.

Statewide Exit Process in ELMS

Upon receipt of ACCESS score reports from WIDA in May, the SDE will apply the exit criteria to
all students who have participated in all domains of the assessment and have composite scores,
to determine which students met the exit criteria. The SDE will upload all ACCESS and Alternate
ACCESS scores into ELMS, where they will be viewable in the students’ EL History, under the
Assessments tab. For students who met the exit criteria, the SDE will provide an EL exit date of
June 30, for that school year. Exiting and Monitoring status (X1, X2, X3, X4) will be driven by the
EL exit date and will automatically rollover year after year until the student becomes FL.

Exiting English Learners with Disabilities
English learners who do not qualify to take Alternate ACCESS must participate in the ACCESS

with appropriate accommodations. In the event the student’s specific disability precludes them
from participating in a domain, (e.g. deaf student cannot participate in listening) the
district/charter staff are to indicate specific Do Not Score (DNS) codes for the domain(s) in
which the student cannot participate. Upon receipt of ACCESS scores in May, the SDE, in
collaboration with the district/charter for any needed information, will apply the domain-
specific criteria to the domains in which the student was able to participate for determining
eligibility to exit.
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Program Exit Documentation

Students who have met exit criteria must have some type of documentation (e.g. EL Exit Form)
placed in their cumulative file regarding how and when they met exit criteria. While this
information is also housed in ELMS, documentation in the cumulative file protects the exit
status of the student if they were to move out of Idaho. By placing an “Exit Form” in the
cumulative file, the receiving district/charter in the next state will have a record that the
student met criteria in Idaho and can honor the student’s exited status.

Parents of students who meet Idaho’s criteria to exit from the district/charter LIEP must be
notified regarding their child’s exit status and transition into monitoring status. A sample
“Parent Notification of Exit” letter and “Exit Form” can be found in the Forms section of the
Title Il webpage https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/el/index.html.

MONITORING STATUS

Schools are required to monitor former EL students for two (2) years after exiting from the LIEP.
Students in their X3 and X4 years are not required to be monitored. The primary purpose of
monitoring a student after exiting from a program is to ensure that the student is not
encountering difficulty due to English language proficiency.

e That a district/charter monitors their X1s and X2s is required.
e How a district/charter chooses to monitor their X1s and X2s is a local control decision.

Exited students who are determined to be encountering difficulty as a result of English language
proficiency can be reclassified back into a LIEP if the EL teacher, along with staff, determines
that the information collected during the two (2) year monitoring period indicates a need or
reclassification. While this is possible, it should be very rare. Please reference the
“Reclassification” section of this Mini-Manual for more information about the process and

when reclassification is appropriate.

Monitor status students (X1 and X2) do not count for State EL or Federal Title lll funding
purposes as they are not taking the ACCESS assessment any longer, but they do count towards
a school’s EL subgroup for academic achievement assessments under Title | Accountability.
Students in their X3 and X4 year are not required to be monitored but do continue to be
counted in the EL subgroup for academic achievement assessments under Title | Accountability.
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Uniform Procedure for Monitoring Students

District/charters have some flexibility in how they monitor the academic success of their X1 and
X2 students. Each district/charter has access to various and different forms of local assessments
they can use to fulfill their monitoring requirements. Some possible forms of local assessments

might include:

e Classroom grades
e Statewide Academic Achievement Tests (ISAT and IRI)

e AimsWeb
e NWEA MAP testing
e STAR

e One-on-one student meetings
e Locally created observation tools

ACCESS CANNOT be used as a progress-monitoring tool for language during the two-year
monitoring period, nor can it be used as a reclassification tool for placing an exited student
back into an EL program.

District/charter staff must monitor all X1 and X2 students throughout their two-year monitoring
status. This process should be ongoing throughout the school year during the two years to
catch any concerns early on rather than at the end of the school year when little can be done to
support the area of need until the following school year.

RECLASSIFICATION

Due to the high rigor of the ACCESS assessment and language expectations that are built into
Idaho’s exit criteria, reclassification should be extremely rare.

In extenuating circumstances, an exited student (X1 or X2) still may need more language
support services. An example scenario could happen when a student meets Idaho’s exit
requirements in the 8th grade and is exited. The student then moves on to 9th grade, into their
X1 monitoring year, and struggles with the academic language in the content classes. In this
case, or similar scenarios, the district/charter should determine whether the student should be
reclassified or placed back into the school’s LIEP and be qualified as an English learner again.

If sufficient evidence deems that a particular student needs to be placed back into a LIEP
program, the district/charter team must gather a portfolio of evidence to support that the
student continues to struggle due to language and not some other academic concern that may
be better supported through other coordinated services (e.g. RTI, Title |, Special Education). An
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“Reclassification” Appeal must be submitted with all portfolio evidence to document the
reclassification along with screener scores. The SDE will review the documentation and scores
to determine whether reclassification is appropriate, and if so will enter the second screener
into ELMS to reclassify the student as and English learner.

If you do not have access to ELMS, check with your District’s ISEE Coordinator, they can see
who has rights to ELMS. That person can submit on your behalf or they can give you rights to
submit the ticket. If your District ISEE Coordinator needs help, they can contact our support
desk at 208-332-6923 or email support@sde.idaho.gov

Important to Note! If students continue to struggle in their monitoring years (X1 and X2), there
may be other programs (e.g. MTSS, special education, Title |) that can better serve the specific
need(s) the student has. A student would not have gotten a language proficiency score to exit
unless they had the language in order to do so.

If the student screens out, he/she does not qualify as an EL student and cannot be reclassified
as an EL student. If he/she qualifies, then this student will again be coded as LE for language
support services and for testing purposes. The school must ensure all documentation used to
justify reclassification is placed in the student’s cumulative file.

Parental notification that the school is reclassifying the student back into a LIEP is required. The
parent must be given the option to waive EL program services if they so desire. If a parent
waives program services, then that documentation must be placed in the student’s cumulative
file. For more detailed information regarding parental notification and waiver of services,
please reference the “Identification and Screening Mini-Manual” on the Idaho English Learner

Program webpage (https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/el/index.html), Resource Files,

and drop-down Manuals.
Frequently asked questions

e How do | know what exit criteria was in place for previous years ACCESS and IELA?
o The SDE has provided a document entitled “Past to Present Screen-Out and Exit
Criteria” that outlines the screen out and exit criteria for each assessment by
school year. It can be found on the in the Guidance section of the
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/el/index.html.
e What if I find a student in ELMS coded as LE/X1/X2/X3/X4/FL and there are no EL
Assessments showing under the Assessments Tab in their EL History?
o ELMS only displays historic IELA data back to the 2011-2012 school year but the
data for calculating EL statuses included IELA scores dating back to the 2006-
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2007 school year. You can also check the student’s cumulative file for any
historic Idaho English Language Assessments (IELA) that are not displayed in
ELMS.
e | have a student who enrolled at my school that was already exited from a LIEP in their
former school district. Can | accept it and how do | get ELMS to reflect the exited status?
o If you find exit documentation, regardless of being from a WIDA state or not, we
will honor that the student met exit criteria. Submit an “Other” Appeal in ELMS
with supporting documentation in the attachments. Include the following
information:
= QOriginal EL entry date
= Al EL proficiency assessment documentation for any and all years the
student was qualified
= QOriginal EL exit date
= Exit form or letter
= Any monitoring documentation
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