
Date:            June 25, 2020 
To:                NSLP Sponsors 
From:           Idaho State Department of Education, Child Nutrition Program 
Subject:       COVID-19 Nationwide Waivers Extensions (Fall Re-opening)  
 
Greetings NSLP Sponsors: 
 
The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced the extension of multiple COVID-19 
emergency feeding waivers to last through the end of 2020-2021 School Year. The waivers that 
have been extended include: 

Nationwide Non-congregate Feeding Waiver: FNS waives, for all states that elect to use it, 
the requirement to serve meals in the NSLP and SBP in a congregate setting. Please note that 
all meals served under this waiver as a planned response to COVID-19 may not be claimed 
under SFSP or SSO. During SY20-21, only meals served under unanticipated school closures 
may be claimed under SFSP or SSO. With the ongoing considerations for the COVID-19 
pandemic, planned full or partial building closures are not considered unanticipated school 
closures for SY20-21 and must be claimed under the appropriate operating Program (i.e., SBP, 
NSLP, ASSP) and may not be claimed under the SFSP/SSO during SY20-21. 

Nationwide Meal Service Time Waiver: FNS waives the meal service time requirements for 
SY20-21. This allows for the distribution of multiple meals at a time. 

Nationwide Parents/Guardian Meal Pick Up Waiver: Program operators in a state with an 
approved waiver allowing non-congregate meal distribution during COVID-19 related 
operations may distribute meals to a parent or guardian to take home to their children. 
However, the State agency is responsible for having a plan to ensure program operators are 
able to maintain accountability and program integrity. This includes putting in place processes 
to ensure that meals are only distributed to parents or guardians of eligible children, and that 
duplicate meals are not distributed to any child. 

Nationwide Meal Pattern Waiver: FNS is establishing a waiver of the requirements to serve 
meals that meet the meal pattern requirements. Exemptions should be based on a plan that 
is targeted and justified to maintain access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential 
exposure to COVID-19 during SY20-21. 

Nationwide Waiver to Allow Offer Versus Serve Flexibility for Senior High School Students 
in the National School Lunch Program for SY20-21: FNS waives for all states the requirements 
to serve meals using offer versus serve principles to all senior high students.  

Idaho has elected to be subject to the waivers and implement the flexibilities for school year 
2020-2021.  Please review the attached documents for the terms and conditions of each 
waiver.   



The waivers allow providers in the School Meal Programs to tailor operations to serve the 
children in their care. USDA is providing flexibilities around meal patterns, group-setting 
requirements, meal service times, and parent/guardian pick-up of meals for kids to address 
anticipated changes for the coming school year.  The waivers are effective July 1, 2020 through 
June 30, 2021. 

Important: The State agency is creating a NSLP COVID-19 Waiver Request Form and will release 
it soon.  Each sponsor that elects to operate under any of the flexibilities must submit the new 
waiver request form to the state agency.   

If you have any questions, please email Lynda Westphal at ljwestphal@sde.idaho.gov  

Thank you for all you do for the children of Idaho. 
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