
Federal Fiscal 
Grants 
Communities of 
Practice
Leading with courage, strategy, and 
confidence!



Agenda October 2024

• Congratulations, Celebrations, and Shout-Outs
• Housekeeping with federal grants
• Recapping September
• Hot Topics, News, and Legislation 
• What’s on your radar? Data Acquisition Calendar
• PD in 15: IDEA PART B APPLICATION 

REFRESHER
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Celebrations & Shout-Outs
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Fall is HERE!

What are you excited for this 
fall?

Many LEAs have already completed the 
IDEA Part B Application and CFSGA 
Application! Great Job!



Housekeeping From the 
Idaho Dept. of Education 

Federal Teams
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IDEA Part B Applications - Highlights
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The Preliminary IDEA Part B Application for funding was due 
6/30/2024 (for MOE Eligibility testing requirement).

The FINAL Application is due November 15th, 2024 (includes 
prior year expenditures & audited financial information for 
the MOE Compliance test).

Final Allocations coming soon after new & significant 
expansion reporting (small adjustments)



CFSGA Application Highlights & Updates
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The Federal Program's Team is working on reviewing CFSGA applications.

LEAs should be aware of the email notifications and CFSGA comments 
coming from the Federal Programs. These emails/comments will list 
specific "Actions Needed" for LEAs to complete. 

When LEAs complete these actions, please be sure to re-submit the 
application.



Grant Reimbursement Application 
(GRA) Updates
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Expiring Funds Alert!

Many Grants Expired 9/30/2024

Don’t leave $$$ on the table!



Special Education Special Learning 
Disability (SLD) Mini-Grants Are Out!
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Idaho is addressing some 
changes to Special 

Education SLD evaluation 
criteria

SESTA provided regional 
training opportunities for 
LEAs to attend over the 

summer months and early 
fall 2024

LEAs will receive funding 
based on the size of their 

SPED population

Funding will be used to 
support extra-duty time 

paid to attend, substitute 
costs, travel costs if 

applicable, and other 
related costs

Grants will be made 
available effective July 1, 

2024

This will also be paid from 
fund 265 (SPED mini-

grants)



Which Trainings Related to SLD Can 
You Use the Mini Grant Towards?

Examples of approved SLD mini-grant training costs include:
• SESTA Regional SLD Training Events (travel expenses and time to attend)
• SESTA Comprehensive Evaluation (travel expenses and time to attend)
• LEA led training with staff including Gen-Ed staff around the changes to SLD
• Training time for staff taking the SESTA SLD Modules (extra-duty time, or 

offsetting contract hours)
• Substitute costs for any of the applicable training

Examples of training not approved:
• Idaho School Psychologists conference
• SESTA IEP Essentials training in October
• The CASE conference
• IDEA/ESEA conference in Nampa
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Recapping September 
2024
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What is a “Working Budget” and 
Why Do I Need One?

1. Federal Grant Management requires accurate fund 
accounting and budgeting 2 CFR 200.302(b)(5)

2. Idaho State Laws require LEAs to submit annual 
budgets to appropriate for spending. §§200.328 
and 200.329. 

3. Idaho Code, Section 33-701-9 review the school 
district budget periodically and make appropriate 
budget adjustments to reflect the availability of 
funds and the requirements of the school district.
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Appropriations & Transparency

The budget should be reasonable and demonstrate that the 
funds being asked for (appropriated) will be used wisely.
Budgets tell us what we have appropriated and available to 
spend. 

Accurate, current, and complete disclosure of the financial 
results of each Federal award or program in accordance 
with the reporting requirements set forth in §§200.328and 
200.329.
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Budget to Actual Tracking

Grant recipients must track the financial results of 
grant funds. In other words, recipient accounting 
systems must be capable of distinguishing between 
transactions
2 CFR 200.302(b)(5) Comparing Expenditures to 
Budgets
It is important that your accounting system provide 
reliable cost estimating information to ensure that 
you do not overspend on an activity. 
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Factors Affecting Your Budget

• It is unlikely that budget forecasts will exactly meet 
the actual revenue and expenditure demands of 
the district operations. 

• Factors, such as changes in enrollment, changes 
in carry over funding, staff changes, unforeseen 
repairs, and others, demand flexibility. 

• Since Idaho Code is not specific as to when 
changes are subject to the publication notice 
prescribed in Section 33-401, Idaho Code. 
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Carryover Budget Adjustments

• Formula dollars can be what we call ‘forward funded.’ 
‘Forward funding’ (carry over) is a provision of budget 
authority that becomes available for obligation in the last 
quarter of the fiscal year and remains available during the 
following fiscal year. That is, if a district has yet to expend 
the full amount of its Title I dollars in the last quarter of the 
fiscal year, that balance is carried over—not erased—and 
remains available for the next fiscal (and school) year. This 
is where the ‘first in, first out’ rule would apply.

• Other examples of carry-over eligibility include: IDEA Part B 
Grants (27 month period of available), Title Grants-cross 
fiscal years. 
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Budget to Actuals in the Financial 
Statements
• The budget to actual comparison must show both the original and 

the final budget. A variance column(s) is strongly encouraged and 
recommended by the Idaho Department of Education but not 
required by GASB. (GASB 34 Paragraph 130).

• If the budget is prepared on a basis other than Generally Accepted 
Accounting Principles (GAAP), a reconciliation must be prepared 
reconciling budget revenues and expenditures to those shown in the 
fund statements. (GASB 34 Paragraph 131) School Budgeting Laws 
are primarily in Idaho Code Title 33, Chapter 8 –Budget and Tax Levy. 
Other related chapters include Chapter 4 –School Elections and 
Chapter 7 –Fiscal Affairs of School Districts. GASB 34 paragraph 130 
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Developing a Working Budget Protocol

To provide for prudent control and direction of the annual budgets, the 
budget supervisor should assign tasks to business office personnel for 
maintaining the various journals and/or accounts of the school funds. 

•Your general ledger should tie out to the GRA (Grant Reimbursement 
Application) by fund or grant, to match the total available grant 
funding.

•The budget supervisor should conduct periodic analyses of the various 
budgets and provide interim evaluations and reports to the 
superintendent of schools and the board of trustees. 

•Interim reporting and budget analysis enable the board of trustees to 
control and maintain the integrity of the adopted budget. 
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Don’t Forget Time & Effort

• If you change the funding distribution and 
job assignments or program in payroll, you 
need to update your time & effort 
documentation and certification.

• Best practice is to review at least semi-
annually in order to capture all changes and 
re-certify.
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Hot Topics, News, and 
Legislation 



State Funding Updates
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State superintendent Debbie Critchfield’s overall budget would increase public 
school spending by just 2.6%.

The proposed budget adds to the discretionary budget and collapses some 
existing funds into the discretionary bucket/account.

State funding formula proposal changes include a weighted student formula 
including a base amount of discretionary funding per student, plus multipliers for 
certain characteristics such as ELL, SPED, At-Risk, Gifted & Talented, & 
Economically Disadvantaged.

$3 million for a new special needs student fund – subject to application for high-
cost student costs



Federal News & Legislation
Biden Signs Short-Term Spending Extension, Averts 
Government Shutdown
By Maria Carrasco, NASFAA Staff Reporter
Both the House and Senate approved a short-term spending 
deal that would fund the federal government until mid-
December. President Joe Biden signed the legislation into law 
on Thursday, averting a government shutdown.
The continuing resolution, passed by Congress, funds the 
federal government by extending current spending levels until 
December 20, past the 2024 presidential election. The Senate 
approved the continuing resolution in a 78-18 vote, and the 
House approved the resolution in a 341-82 vote.
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https://www.nasfaa.org/news/author/2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/9747/text#toc-HE077A98249F44016B820682842FFFC49


Continuing Resolution #1
The continuing resolution funds most programs at 
the fiscal year 2024 levels, including the Department 
of Education (ED). 
Also, the continuing resolution did not have any 
added amendments impacting ED.

After the election, Congress will need to reconcile 
the House and Senate spending bills for 2025 or 
continue negotiations into the term which will also 
see a new presidential administration.
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https://www.nasfaa.org/news-item/34118/House_Appropriations_Committee_Advances_FY_2025_Budget_Proposal_Slashing_Funding_for_FSA_Administration_Campus-Based_Aid_Programs
https://www.nasfaa.org/news-item/34301/Senate_Appropriations_Committee_Advances_FY_2025_Budget_Proposal_Increasing_Funding_for_Pell_Grants_Federal_Student_Aid_Administration


What’s on Your Radar?



October Data Submissions Part 1
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/finance/shared/2024-2025/Data-Acquisition-Calendar-2024-2025.xlsx


October Data Submissions Part 2
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/finance/shared/2024-2025/Data-Acquisition-Calendar-2024-2025.xlsx


November Data Submissions
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/finance/shared/2024-2025/Data-Acquisition-Calendar-2024-2025.xlsx


PD in 15-
IDEA Application 

Refresher



Who Should Fill Out Each Section?
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IDEA Part B Preliminary and Final 
Application

The IDEA Part B Application has been broken up into two submissions:

Preliminary application:
○ Open on May 1 with a submission due date of June 15.
○ LEA will report MOE budgets used for the eligibility test.
○ Eligibility test compares MOE budget in Section III to the expenditures in MOE 

history.

Final application:
○ Open after the preliminary approval with a submission due date of November 15.
○ LEA will report MOE actual expenditures used for the compliance test
○ MOE compliance test compares actual expenditures in Section II to prior year 

expenditures
○ LEAs might have to update their budgets in Section III accordingly if the actual 

expenditures in Section II are higher than the budget reported in Section III during 
the preliminary application.
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Meeting Maintenance of Effort

To meet MOE, your adjust total or your average per pupil expenditure 
must meet or exceed the thresholds determined from prior years.
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Maintenance of Effort (MOE) 
Expenditures
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Accounting for Medicaid Match 
Within Maintenance of Effort

• The IDEA Part B 
Application has several 
worksheet tabs for MOE.

• Inside the application, 
you must report the 
School Based Medicaid 
State Match expense in 
section II

• You must also budget 
that expense in section III
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Q: How do I know if I’m in the final application?
A: You’ll see the prior year expenditures open.
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The Final Application



Exception Worksheets

The IDEA Part B 
Application has the 
allowable exceptions 
built in, as either an 
expenditure or 
budget exception. 

These pages tie to 
their budget or 
expenditure reporting 
to help meet 
Maintenance of 
Effort calculations.
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Application Enhancement to 
Excess Cost Page
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Questions???
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Contact Us! Special Education Contacts
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Federal Programs Contacts
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Federal Programs Contacts Continued
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Your Efforts Are 
Appreciated, 
Noticed, and 
Essential to 
Students in Idaho

Thank You and 
Stay Super!
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