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Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) 
May 14, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendees: Amanda Pena, Brian Darcy, Brandy Funk, Jacob Head, Jenn Halladay, Jill Mathews, 
Lisa Perry,  Richelle Tierney,  Robin Greenfield, Ruth Garfield, Shiloh Blackburn, Suzanne Peck, 
Ted Oparnico, Tonya Maestretti, Charlie Silva, Ben Stoddard for Debbie Siegel and Sarah 
Tueller for Angela Lindig 

Not in attendance:  Alison Lowenthal, Amy Clark, Becky Maldonado, and Marni Porath  

SEAP Welcome : Brian Darcy, SEAP Chair - 9:10 am 
 
Reviewed priorities 

• SSIP- State Systemic Improvement Plan 
• ESSA – Every Student Succeeds Act 
• Parent Surveys 
• Significant disproportionality (adopted this year) 

Announcements:  
Approval of the 2/12/2018  Meeting Minutes:                           

Motion to approve the minutes made by Lisa Perry seconded by Brandy Funk. Approved 
unanimously by the committee. 

Federal/State Updates – Charlie Silva 
 
Grace and Anthony attended the OSEP fiscal forum and learned about the large amount of TA 
centers. OSEP is seeking feedback on the effectiveness of TA centers. Better to reallocate the 
money to states - May 24th deadline.  
 
DOE still working through new transition. State application posted using last year’s numbers no 
estimated allocations to work from. Just received those numbers and estimated a 3% increase. 
Two parts Preschool will go straight to districts. Part B 
 
Requirements Significant disproportionality. Annual perf report submitted. Submitted SSIP and 
waiting for feedback from OSEP 
 
504’s have cut back on staff numbers in compliance with OCR difficult for families and schools 
that submit complaints 
 
Website complaints issues target universities and state agencies. Identifies and flags could be 
one item. Robo complaint  
 
Conference next year - AT will partner WEBAIM 
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State Level 
 
Superintendent Ybarra’s Keep Idaho Students Safe (KISS) push for rural initiative consolidate 
resources no additional funding for mastery - 40 schools on waitlist 
 
 
Alternate Assessment – Karren Streagle, SDE 
 
The 1% cap waiver request has been approved. For districts over the cap, TA will be provided 
based on justifications and circumstances. The Alternate Assessment workgroup will meet in the 
fall to review proposed changes to SPED manual, revision of the definition of significant cognitive 
impairment, participation, and non-participation criteria. Karren presented the redline document 
of the proposed changes for the committee. 
 
Idaho Extended Content Standards: Core Content Connectors for ELA and Math have been 
adopted. Training will be provided this fall. Idaho Extended Content Standards in science need to 
be developed. 
 
School Based Medicaid Advisory Committee will meet in June.   
 
SSIP – Alayna Gee, SDE 
 
Cultivating Leaders to Grow Young Readers 
Alayna provided an update on Phase III and new applications.  There will be 4-6 districts/year. 
This next year there will be four in the Readiness year, five in Implementation, and four entering 
the sustainability year.  
 
There will be a two-day professional development training in September for the cohorts. Twenty 
online reading modules will be available. 
 
The committee reviewed the logic model strand for each level; state, district/school, and 
coach/teacher and provided input on changes.  
 
The committee worked in groups to provide additional input on training videos. The videos will be 
rolled out in September and posted on the ITC.  
 

Working lunch/Agency Reports 

 Jacob Head shared his experiences with inclusion and bullying in high school. 
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Updates to SPED Manual- Ed Litteneker, SDE 

Ed provided updates to the SPED manual that will be effective next year. All forms will be 
removed from the manual, other than procedural safeguards. Substantive changes included new  

language in the definition of FAPE (Ch. 2), Ch. 4 State Eligibility Criteria, Ch. 5 IEP’s, Ch. 7 
Discontinuation of Services and graduation, Ch. 9 private schools, Ch. 10 monitoring priorities 
and indicators, Ch. 11 written notice and, Ch. 13 facilitation. 

SDE Fiscal Updates – Anthony Mukuna, SDE  

Anthony provided a financial status report. Section 611 (school age) budget is at 94.4% and all 
funds must be obligated by September 30, 2018. Section 619 (preschool age) is at 93.2% 
utilization. 

Federal Fiscal Year 2017-2018 allocation was reduced in October but after the omnibus bill 
passed in April, was increased and brings the total state allocation back up. 

FFY 2018-19 Preschool Age allocation is $2,190,206 and 100% of the funds will be distributed to 
LEAs. 

Membership and Elections 

Brian reviewed positions to be filled. Nominations and elections of officers were held and Ruth 
Garfield was nominated as Chair, Ted Oparnico was nominated as Vice-Chair, and Jenn 
Halladay was nominated as secretary. They were approved unanimously by the committee. 

 
Charlie referred the group to the packet of materials provided. A number of handouts were 
included around a variety of topics: Idaho SESTA summer conference, Idaho Assistive 
Technology Project report, and Parent Resources. 

Next Meeting 

Next year’s meeting schedule  

 September 10, 2018 
 November 12, 2018 
 February 11, 2019 
 May 13, 2019 

Meeting Adjournment 

Ruth motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Jenn. 

Brian adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
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