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Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) 
May 13, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendees: Shiloh Blackburn, Brian Darcy, Ruth Garfield, Robin Greenfield, Jenn Halladay, 
Angela Lindig, Eric Lichte, Alison Lowenthal, Jill Mathews, Kerrie McNulty, Suzanne Peck, 
Charlie Silva, Debbie Siegel, David Vaughn, Laura Wallis, and Robin Zikmund. 

Via Zoom: Jacob Head 

Not Present: Bryn Booker, Lydia Carbis, and Ted Oparnico   

Visiting Attendees:  Amy Pelly, sub for Bryn Booker  

 

SEAP Welcome:  Ruth Garfield, SEAP Chair - 9:08 am 
• Ruth – Introductions/Call to order 

 
Lydia Carbis-New Member from Health & Welfare but was unable to join today. 
Robin Zikmund introduced herself.  
 

 

Approval of February 11, 2019 Minutes – Motion to approve by Brian Darcy.  
 

 

Update on Federal Laws and State Specific Information: 
Dr. Charlie Silva, SDE Special Education Director 
 

• Idaho Partners & Policy Making- ICDD (Idaho Council on Developmental 
Disabilities)  
- Program on how to learn to work with Legislatures.  
- Shilo and Jacob talked about their experiences.  Both of them highly recommend this 

program.  Information was sent around. 
• SESTA Summer Conference on Literacy – “Cut the Fluff, Teach the Stuff”  

- This conference will be held June 12 in Boise, June 14th in Fort Hall and June 18th in 
Coeur d’Alene - $20 

• Optional Statewide IEP System  
- Up and running, not everyone is participating yet. 
- Eric Lichte was very positive about the new system.  He says it has a very quick 

response and the program is growing. 
- Debbie Siegel says the training aspect is good. 
- There will be a parent portal added, and it is not too late for Districts to participate. 
- The old system can still be used.  
- Dynamic Translation-Spanish. 

• Legislative Information 
- HB 293 passed-Education Funding Formula - Defines terms and reporting period, 

system will need to adequately report. 
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- The Special Education Manual went through both the House and the Senate but is a 
temporary rule still. 

• OSEP-Leadership Conference – OSEP will be doing a leadership conference in July.  
Charlie will be presenting on Fiscal Monitoring at this event.  OSEP funding has remained 
stable.  

• Brian Darcy asked about budget cuts at the Federal level, we will find out in July.  New 
funding formula did not pass. 

• Federal Program Conference, April 10th to 12th, 2019  
- Positive feedback.  This is held every other year, attendees include 

Paraprofessionals. 
• Committee Member Discussion – Laura Wallis brought up her frustration with trauma 

and its association with parenting.  She feels it’s the top assumption, parenting seems to 
be blamed first.  This is her experience.  She wanted to make everyone aware. 
 

 

SEAP Membership – Ruth Garfield, SEAP Chair 

Terms of Membership – This was reviewed and the following was stated:  Resignations should 
be in writing and if a member misses two consecutive meetings in a year, termination can be 
pursued. 

• Executive Committee Roles for 2019/2020: 

Committee Chair – Ted Oparnico 
Committee Vice-Chair – Jenn Halladay 
Secretary – Kerrie McNulty 

Shilo Blackburn will not be re-applying.  We will need a self-advocate to replace her, Shilo will 
make a recommendation. 

Need to verify - Jacob will re-apply for another term.  

 
Significant Disproportionality - Alisa Fewkes, SDE 

(See Handouts) 
 
Significant Disproportionality:  Students of a particular race/ethnicity are significantly more 
likely than their other-race peer to be identified as a student with a disability, placed in a 
particular educational setting and/or suspended/expelled as a disciplinary measure. 
 
The new regulation released will be uniform.  Under Idaho’s previous calculation, no 
district/charters were identified.  This impacts how it is calculated for all districts. 
 
Discussed areas of flexibility, this allows it to be more specific. 
 
 

Idaho School Report Card – Karlynn Laraway, SDE 
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We reviewed the website at idahoschools.org  

The goal is data transparency.  There are two ways to look up this information.  Multiple 
measures, not ratings are used.  The report card should be used as a catalyst for 
conversations. 

District Search – Search box, type what you want. 

Homework – She would like members of the committee to go into the system and give 
feedback. 

 

Early Childhood Special Education updates - Shannon Dunstan, SDE 
(PowerPoint Presentation) 
 
Students do not receive services with typical peers due to funding.  OSEP will be pulling 
students out.   
How can we provide more inclusion? 
The problem is State funding, no money. 
Goal – provide more inclusion opportunities. 
 
Training will be provided to practitioners and parents, will include assessment instruments 
and data quality reviews. 
 
Charlie stated the federal government did allocate literacy funds. 

 

Working Lunch/agency Reports 
Connie Risser – Dyslexia and NILD Education Therapy-  
(PowerPoint Presentation)  
 
Joshua Institute – The goal is to keep kids in school. 
NILD Education Therapy – Training educators to meet the individual needs of struggling 
students. 
NILD addresses the underlying causes of learning difficulties, rather than simply treating the 
academic symptoms. 
Rhythmic Writing is a multi-modal task that integrates motor and cognitive functions, 
encouraging the flow of information within the brain. 
Math Block is a technique that integrates auditory, visual and cognitive functions, to 
strengthen mathematical problem-solving skills and automaticity 
 
Intelligence is not fixed. 
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Suzanne Peck, SDE – Homeless Coordinator 
(PowerPoint Presentation) 
 
Prevention and Intervention Program – The goal is to teach students how to persevere in life, 
all are mutually responsible, need to attract good teachers. 
Purposes of Title ID – Success and prevention are key. 
Delinquent means no GED up to age 21. 
Discussed at risk definitions. 

 

SSIP – Shannon Dunstan/Alayna Gee/ Kailey Bunch-Woodson, SDE 

Handout – Idaho 2019 SSIP Evaluation Report 

This report included data addressing progress toward the SiMR and evaluation.  The 
committee reviewed this in session. 

Sections evaluated included the following:  State-Level Data, District/School Data, Coaches 
and Teachers Data. 

Watched the Parent Videos and commented.  The videos were good. 

 

SEAP Priorities – Jill Mathews, SDE  
(PowerPoint) 
 
Introduced the Purposity Program and watched a video on it. 
School Districts use this program to help students in need, it is an AP. 
 
Note:  No one had questions on the SEAP Priorities discussed at the last meeting so the 
Purposity Program was covered. 

 

SPED Funding - Anthony Mukuna, SDE  
(Handout) 
 
Will use all monies in 2017-19 (see report). 

 

Dispute Resolution -  Lyndon Nguyen, SDE 
(PowerPoint) 
 
Update on Dispute Resolution.  
Facilitation – Numbers were lower last year, discussed numbers from the past school year. 

 

Next Meeting 
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The next meeting is Monday, September 9, 2019,  9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Note:  This was Ruth Garfield’s last meeting, she has done a great job and will help out with 
transition. 

Meeting Adjournment – 4:00 PM 

Motion to adjourn – Brian Darcy.   

 
 


