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Counselors as School Leaders 



Counselors as Community Engagers 



Counselors as Advocates 



Counselors as Change Agents 



Counselors as BELIEVERS 



Counselors as Data Geeks 



 

  

Life After High School 



College Leads to Choices 

•  Low-income high school students are keenly 
aware of the importance a college education 
 

I see how my mom and my sisters live.  
I don’t want to be like them.  I want 
choices.  I want to choose where I work 
and how I live.  

-11th grade  girl,  
 

 
 
  

I don’t want to work at McDonalds.  
I want to choose what jobs I have 
and I need to go to college for that.     

-11th grade boy 
 

 
 
 



College, In their Own Words… 

College isn’t about getting rich.  It’s about 
getting the job that makes you happy so you 
can be happy when you are an adult. 

-11th grade girl 
 

 
 
 

College is a place to learn new 
things and make mistakes that I can 
learn from. 

-10th grade girl,  
 
 
 

I’m the first one in my family to 
go to college.  My mom wanted 
me to go and have a better life 
than she has. 

-12th grade girl 
 
 

I want my life, and my wallet, to be 
outside the box!  College is my way to 
step out of the box and live a good life. 

-12th grade boy 
 
 
 

Life will just be so much 
better if you go to college.  
You’ll have a better job 
and more opportunities. 

-10th grade  girl 
 

 
 
  

I want to get out of 
Chicago and experience 
something new.  I am 
going to miss my 
parents.  

-11th grade boy 
 
 
 



Enrollment Rates by Income Level  

31% 

56 % 

75 % 

Source: The Pell Institute, 2005 



Completion Rates  

Source:  Complete College America (2013) 



Enrollment by Income Level  

▪  Among the highest academically 
qualified, there are still differences in 
college enrollment rates by income level 
➢ 47 % of highly qualified, low-income 

vs. 67% of highly qualified high 
income students enroll 

➢ This means that 53% of highly 
qualified, low income students do not 
enroll in college 

Source: Advisory Committee on Student Financial Assistance, 2002 



Students Who Don’t Go …  



Idaho Career Information System 

http://labor.idaho.gov/dnn/idl/IdahoCareerInformation.aspx 



College Planning Information 



The Application Process 

You know what you are 
supposed to do, just not 
how to do it.  You need the 
specifics, they details. 

-10th grade boy 
 
 
 

I need a person to sit next to 
me and tell me how to do all 
the things everyone tells you to 
do. 

-11th grade girl 
 

I know that I have to apply for 
scholarships. Can someone tell me 
how I do that? 

-12th grade girl 
 
 

I get that there are all these steps  I 
have to do, but what does that 
mean?   

-10th grade girl, 
 

You can read things over a 
thousand times, know what it says 
but have no idea what it means.  

-12th grade boy 
 
 
 

 I want to be able to ask a question and 
have someone answer it.  Even if it’s 
someone you IM on line – they could 
answer my personal questions. 

-11th grade girl 
 



Current Resources Available 



Current Resources Available 



Current Resources Available 

http://www.thinglink.com/scene/568526822027821057 



Current Resources Available 



8 – in - 6 



Fast Forward 



Dual Credit for Early Completers 



Mastery Advanced Placement 



Advanced Opportunity Tools 



IDLA Course Catalog 



Financial Aid is a Mystery  

I’m just going to Google and type in 
grants.  I guess anyway. 

-11th grade boy 
 
 

I’ll  just keep applying for 
scholarships  until I get enough 
money.  I think there’s a list of them 
somewhere. 

-12th grade girl 

I have this form.  I need to fill it out, but 
I’m not sure why.  It’s one NASTY 
form!!  It makes me want to scream 

-12th grade boy 
 
 



Financial Aid is a Mystery  
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scholarships  until I get enough 
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Financing College 

https://www.idsaves.org/ 



Access to College Advisement 

Met Life, 2004 
▪  High School students report wanting more time 

with counselors for college planning  
NACAC, 2006  
▪  Counselors are well prepared by their graduate 

education to address students’ social-emotional 
needs 

▪  But they typically unprepared to provide college 
and career advisement 

College Board, 2006 
▪  Access to information about college and 

financial aid is a strong predictor of college 
enrollment 



  

▪  Professional development and graduate 
course content  

▪  Customized for each state 
▪  Online, hybrid, or F2F training 
▪  Audiences  
▪  In-service counselors 
▪  Pre-service counselors 
▪  College Access Advisors 
▪  Teachers 
▪  Principals 

 





  

▪  ASCA National Model 

▪  Development by content experts 

▪  Middle grades and high school counselors 

▪  State agency representatives 

▪  College of Education faculty 

▪  Curriculum specialists 
 

▪  Education Development  
   Center (EDC)  
 

 

Development 



Module 1 
▪  Introduction 
▪  Advocacy/Creating a college-going culture 
▪  Communicating with diverse populations 

Module 2 
▪  Career Planning 
▪  Academic Planning 
▪  College Choice 

Module 3 
▪  Financial Literacy 
▪  Financial Aid 
▪  Admissions Tests 
▪  Application Process 



▪  Understand barriers that cause students to 
disengage and strategies to mitigate them 

▪  Begin career awareness early 
▪  Use career interests and personal aptitudes to 

foster academic engagement 
▪  Help students develop an academic plan and 

make a smooth transition to high school 
▪  Help students understand college choices 

and the college application process 

Module 4: College and Career 
Advising for the Middle Grades 



▪  Learning goals 
▪  Readings 
▪  Discussion Forum 
▪  Applied Activities  
▪  Videos 
▪  Action plans 
▪  Builds Professional  

 Portfolio 

Module Content 



Summer 2015 Delivery 
  

▪ Online, Asynchronous 
▪ Blackboard  

▪ Instructor-led 
▪  Four stand-alone modules  
▪  1 Module = 4 sessions 
▪   1 session = 1 week 

▪   1PD Credit available per module 
▪ NNU 
▪ BSU 
▪ U of I 
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