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Idaho Involvement in  
Smarter Balanced 

State-led Effort 
• Governing Board Member (Supt. Luna) 
• Former Executive Committee Co-Chair (Carissa Miller) 
• Executive Committee Member (Luci Willits) 
• K-12 State Lead (TJ Bliss) 
• Higher Ed State Lead (Chris Mathias/Roger Stewart) 

 
 

 
Teachers/ 

Administrators 
Higher 

Education 
Faculty 

State 
Department and 

State Board 
Staff 

100+ 20 15 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Item writing, item reviewing, policy governance, digital library developmentMore teachers and administrators will be involved in cut-score setting this summerTeachers will continue to be involved in on-going item development and scoring
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Idaho Core Math Standards 
• Balance conceptual understanding and procedural 

fluency 
• Connect these two types of knowledge 
• Maintain high cognitive demand  
• Communicate reasoning about concepts 
• Engage students in mathematical practices: 

oReason abstractly and quantitatively 
oConstruct viable arguments and critique the 

reasoning of others 
                                              (Moschkovitch, 2012) 

 



Idaho Core ELA Standards 
• Reading: Engage with complex texts to build knowledge 

across the curriculum 
 

• Writing: Use evidence to inform, argue and analyze 
 

• Speaking and Listening: Work collaboratively, 
understand multiple perspectives, and present ideas 
 

• Language: Develop and use the linguistic resources to do 
all of the above 

 (Bunch, Kibler & Pimental, 2012) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
ADOPTED HIGHER STANDARDS, NEED TO MEASURE, AND THEN HOLD STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS ACCOUNTABLECRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING
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Formative Assessment 

• Assessment FOR learning 
• Daily/weekly at classroom level 
• Answers questions like: 

– Where are my students in relation to learning 
goals (for this lesson)? 

– What is the gap between students’ current 
learning and the goal (for this lesson)? 

    (Heritage, 2013) 



Smarter Balanced  
Formative Digital Library 

• State Network of Educators (SNE):  
– 70+ Idaho educators contributing, reviewing, and 

approving materials for the library using a Quality 
Criteria Checklist / System 

– Educators will review and pilot materials in their 
classrooms and schools to provide feedback. 

• Library will be available for use in beta in May 2014 
• Idaho may purchase access after August 2014 
• Optional 
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Interim Assessment 

• Assessment OF learning 
• Periodically at classroom, school or district level 
• Optional  
• Answers questions like: 

– What have my students learned? 
– Is there evidence improvement strategies are 

working? 
– How should we allocate resources at the district    

       and school levels? 
       (Heritage, 2013) 



Smarter Balanced  
Interim Assessments 

• Non-secure interim item bank is flexible; can be 
used at district, school, classroom levels.  

• Ready for use in Fall 2014 
• Idaho may purchase access going forward. 
• Optional 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Benchmarking
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Summative Assessment 
• Assessment OF learning 
• Annual at state level 
• Answers questions like: 

– Have students met the standards? 
– How are subgroups performing over time? 
– Is there evidence improvement strategies are 

working? 
– How should state and districts allocate resources?

       (Heritage, 2013) 



Smarter Balanced 
Summative Assessment 

• Developed with broad input from stakeholders in Idaho 
• Computer Adaptive Test  

– Multiple choice 
– Short answer 

• Performance Tasks 
– Theme and scenario-based sets of materials 
– Measure higher-order thinking skills 



Smarter Balanced 
Summative Assessment 

• Students who pass 11th grade test will receive exemption 
from remediation in first year of college 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SAT IS DESIGNED TO MAKE COLLEGE ADMISSION THAT IS ITS PURPOSE-ONE PIECE OF DATASBAC IS DESIGNED WITH PLACEMENT-DO KIDS NEED REMEDIATION-ARE THEY READY FOR THE RIGOURS OF COLLEGE. 
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Grade 6 Math – Multiple Choice 
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Smarter Balanced Item Examples 
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Grade 7 ELA – Short Answer 
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Smarter Balanced Item Examples 

ER 

PT 

TE 

SR 

https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/Student/Pages/TestShellModern.aspx 

Grade 8 ELA – Performance Task 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Authentic to the writing process. �Students conduct research about a topic, discuss with other students and take notes. – NOT GRADEDThen students answer some questions that guide pre-writing activities like outlining, listing arguments, etc. – GRADEDThen craft final essay using previous work - GRADED 

https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/Student/Pages/TestShellModern.aspx
https://sat1.sbacpt.tds.airast.org/Student/Pages/TestShellModern.aspx
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Pilot Test 
• 124 schools in Idaho administered the Pilot Test in 

Spring 2013 
 

• Pilots were given in different school sizes, grade levels 
and regions  
– For example: 493 tests at Canyon Ridge High School in 

Twin Falls to 6 tests completed in Bliss 
   

• SBAC has evaluated items and technology 
– Idaho educators participated in this process  



Pilot Test Feedback 
• 40 Idaho educators and 70 students responded to an 

SDE survey this fall 
– Most educators felt that it was easy for their students 

to access and navigate the Pilot Test, as well as use 
testing tools 

– The majority of educators reported adequate network 
connectivity during the Pilot Test 

– Most students and educators reported spending 2 
hours or less per subject area 

– Some technical issues were reported, but all have 
been addressed by Smarter Balanced 



Field Test 
• Consortium Goals: 

– Determine cut scores (advanced, proficient, etc.) 
– Calibrate test items (easy, medium, hard) 
– Logistics 

• Idaho Goals:  
– Give Idaho students the opportunity to experience a 

new test before it becomes operational 
– Avoid double-testing 
– Avoid giving a non-ICS aligned test in 2014 



Field Test 
• Field Test Waiver 

 
• Most students in grades 3-11 will take the Field Test 

– 100% of 3-8 graders 
– Optional for 9th and 10th graders  
– Most 11th graders (excluding those who have not yet 

passed ISAT) 
 

• Testing window  
– April 1 – May 16 

• Some districts have received extensions 
 

 
 
 



Essential Elements for a  
Quality Assessment System in Idaho 

• Full alignment to Idaho Core Standards 
• Computer-based summative assessments in grades 3-8/HS 
• Computer-based interim assessments 
• Formative assessment tools for teacher development 
• Assessment of lower & higher-order thinking skills 
• State involvement in development and quality assurance 
• Sole ownership of student data 
• Data availability to Idaho for further analysis 
• Cost neutrality or savings 
• Extensive accommodations and accessibility options 

 



Michigan Study on CCSS Assessments 



ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS FOR A HIGH QUALITY 
ASSESSMENT IN IDAHO 

SBAC ACT SAT 

Full alignment to Idaho Core Standards X 
Computer-based summative assessments in grades 3-8 & HS X 
Computer-based interim assessments X 
Formative assessment tools for teacher development X 
Balanced assessment of lower & higher-order thinking skills X ~ ~ 
State involvement in development & quality assurance X 
Sole ownership of student data X 
Data availability to Idaho for further analysis X 
Cost neutrality or savings X ? ? 
Extensive accommodations & accessibility options X 



Score Reporting 

• 10-day turn around for scores 
• Rolling scoring process 
• Idaho teachers will be involved 

– Local involvement 
– Professional Development 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WA returns scores in AugustAdvantages of Multiple Choice	-Cheap	-Quick data turnaroundNon-MC test has been cost-prohibitive in Idaho



Contracts and Governance 
• MOU with other Smarter Balanced States 

– Item development 
– Test engine development and maintenance 
– Continue MOU 
 

• Contract with testing company 
– Test delivery 
– Scoring 
– RFP out to establish new contract 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State Board has created a Remediation Committee/Task Force with all public IHEs.



Smarter Balanced Advisory Committee 
– 6 Superintendents (regional) 
– 3 Testing Coordinators (super-regional) 
– 6 Principals (regional) 
– 2 Teachers (LEP, SPED) 
– 1 Higher Education Representative 
 
smarterbalancedadvisorycommittee@sde.idaho.gov 
 

 
 
 

mailto:smarterbalancedadvisorycommittee@sde.idaho.gov


Smarter Balanced Advisory 
Committee Work 

• Feedback from Field Test 
– Questionnaires 

• Students, teachers, admins, proctors  
– Focus groups 

• Students, admins  
• Operational testing window determination 
• Evaluation of RFP bids 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State Board has created a Remediation Committee/Task Force with all public IHEs.



Idaho Bias and  
Sensitivity Review Committee 

• Required by new legislation 
• 30 members (5 per region) appointed by State Board 

– 2 parents 
– 1 teacher 
– 1 administrator 
– 1 school board member 

• Review all 10,000+ items for bias and sensitivity 
• October/November 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
State Board has created a Remediation Committee/Task Force with all public IHEs.



Questions? 

Luci Willits 
Chief of Staff, SDE 

SBAC Executive Committee 
 

Dr. TJ Bliss 
Director of Assessment and Accountability, SDE 

SBAC State Lead for Idaho 
tjbliss@sde.idaho.gov 

(208) 332-6842 
 
 

mailto:tjbliss@sde.idaho.gov
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