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Critchfield: Let’s Give Parents the Tools to Protect Their Kids Online at
School, Home and Beyond

From Superintendent of Public Instruction Debbie Critchfield

(BOISE) - Over the last few years, technology has become part of nearly every aspect of our
lives. We use it to work, to connect with friends and family, and to keep up with the world
around us. Our kids are no different. They’re using computers, tablets, and phones not just for
fun, but as an everyday part of their learning.

These tools open doors and create opportunities, but they also come with risks. Schools do a lot
to keep students safe while they’re on devices during the school day, but let’s be honest—no
system is perfect. Technology changes so quickly that even the best safeguards can’t catch
everything. And once kids leave the classroom, those school protections don’t follow them
home.

That’s why parents should be first and foremost on the digital protection scene. They are
children’s best advocates, because the most effective online safety happens at home.

I recently learned about a free resource created right here in Idaho called Fortify Your Kids. It’s
designed to give parents practical tools and clear information about the online world our kids are
navigating. The site offers short videos, blogs, and step-by-step tips that explain how apps work,
highlight the risks kids may face, and show you how to help keep your child safe—whether
they’re on a school device or their own.

I love this because it puts real tools directly into parents’ hands. Schools can and should do their
part, but keeping kids safe online works best when families are part of the effort, too.

If you’d like to learn more, visit fortifyyourkids.com. You can even get a free login through your
child’s school or by requesting one directly on their contact page.
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Technology in education isn’t going away—and that comes with a responsibility we all share.
With the right awareness and strong parent partnerships, we can make sure kids use technology
safely. Together, we can help them learn, grow, and thrive in the online world while staying

protected.
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