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Idaho Department of Education Seeks Community Sponsors for 2026 Federal
Summer Food Service Program

(BOISE) — The Idaho Department of Education is inviting organizations statewide to serve as
sponsors for the 2026 Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), now known as the Summer
Nutrition Programs for Kids (SUN). The federal program provides free meals and snacks to
children ages 1 — 18 at approved meal sites in eligible low-income areas during the summer
months.

The Idaho Foodbank reports that food insecurity, meaning limited or uncertain access to the food
needed to meet basic needs, varies across the state and is often higher in rural communities.
During the summer months, the challenge of reaching children and families in need increases.
The SUN Programs help meet this need by providing children with nutritious meals at no cost
while school is out of session.

The Idaho Department of Education partners with community organizations to provide meals to
children during the summer months. Sponsors are reimbursed with federal funds for each
qualifying breakfast, lunch, snack, and/or supper served at approved sites. Sponsors are needed
across Idaho, especially in rural areas where coverage gaps exist. Rural sponsors may also
choose to participate in non-congregate meal service options, which allow meals to be picked up
and eaten offsite.

For the 2026 program year, sponsors may be, but are not limited to:

Public or private nonprofit schools

Public or private nonprofit residential camps

Local, municipal, county, tribal, or state governments

Public or private nonprofit colleges or universities that participate in the National Youth
Sports Program

e Upward Bound programs, religious organizations, libraries, and nonprofit organizations
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“Because schools can be a critical source of nutrition for students, families can look to outside
organizations for support when school is not in session,” said Superintendent Debbie Critchfield.
“There are organizations that want to make a meaningful difference in their communities, have
the resources, and want the opportunity to directly serve kids right in their own neighborhoods.”

All sponsors, both new and returning, must complete the application process and attend a SUN
Programs training at a location most convenient for them. The annual 2026 in-person sponsor
training schedule is:

e February 13 |8 — 5 p.m. PT | Coeur d’Alene
e February 19 | 8 — 5 p.m. MT | Chubbuck
e February 24 | 8 — 5 p.m. MT | Meridian

Eligible districts and organizations interested in operating rural non-congregate service (SUN
Meals To-Go) must also attend a virtual SUN Meals To-Go training in addition to the required
annual training:

e March 13 | 8 a.m. —noon MT | Virtual
e March 20 | noon — 4 p.m. MT | Virtual

Application information will be provided to eligible sponsors and is due to the Idaho
Department of Education by May 1. Department approval is required before program operations
may begin.

For more information on becoming a SUN Programs sponsor or meal site, call 208-332-6828 or
visit https://www.sde.idaho.gov/about-us/departments/child-nutrition-programs/summer-food-

service-program/

HHH
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and USDA civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its agencies, offices, employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program
or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact
the state or local agency that administers the program or contact USDA through the
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Telecommunications Relay Service at 711 (voice and TTY). Additionally, program information
may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

1. Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Mail Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2. Fax: (202) 690-7442; or

3. Email: program.intake(@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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