
Grants 
Communities of 
Practice
Leading with courage, strategy, and 
confidence!



Agenda November 2025
• Congratulations, Celebrations, and Shout-Outs
• Recapping Wellness Policies
• What’s on your radar? Data Acquisition Calendar
• Housekeeping: Upcoming Grant and IDEA Application 

reminders
• Hot Topics, News, and Legislation: federal and state 

updates 
• PD in 30: Financial Transparency Template & 

Authorized Vehicle Worksheet
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Celebrations & Shout-Outs

• Many new staff!! 

• Welcome Data Coordinators Terry 
Uda & Cynthia Mecham to Special 
Education!

• Many Levies passed to support our 
Schools!
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Recapping Best 
Practices for Wellness 

Policies
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Wellness Policies required by USDA

National School Lunch Program is only one piece of a healthy school 
environment.

Promote:
Physical activity
Local food
Farm to School Grants!

Triennial Assessment of policies administrative review by Department
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Engage Diverse Stakeholders
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What’s on Your Radar?
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Data Acquisition Calendar November 
2025
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Data Acquisition Calendar December 2025
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Housekeeping
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Upcoming Grant Opportunities

• Public School Facilities Cooperative Funding Program for districts with 
bonds that have failed or do not cover the costs to remediate unsafe 
facilities. Apply November 10th through December 17th here.  

• Technology Innovation Grants for NSLP, CACFP, or SFSP sponsors to 
provide grants for technology needs in food service– apply by 
December 19th here.

• Idaho Crunch! Day on December 19th to celebrate Idaho grown 
crunch food. Register here. 

11GCoP November 2025

https://isde-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sbarzee_sde_idaho_gov/ERL0fJncflROiRMEu68v_d8BeR98B_qb-VBX-c7EshoD6A?e=XLV3Gb
https://idaho.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76a7e4d55542b992f9a5fb0a3&id=d8af3467d2&e=f8883fa297
https://idaho.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76a7e4d55542b992f9a5fb0a3&id=c650a6aad4&e=f8883fa297


Special Education IDEA Part B 
Application – Extension to 11/30/25

• Final IDEA Part B Allocations were uploaded to the 
Application 

• This may require LEAs to revise their budget sections only
• Most LEAs saw very slight adjustments

Reminder: Once applications are approved, final remaining funding 
will be sent to the GRA system to access for reimbursement. LEAs 
already received partial funds in the GRA in July.

• Link to IDEA Application
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https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/IDEA/Year/32/Home/Home
https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/IDEA/Year/32/Home/Home


IDEA Application – Excess Cost Page

TIPS & ORDER:

• Fill in the enrollment sections 1st. This ensures that your other prior year 

expenditure numbers will import from the other sections you filled in.

• Once you see the percentage of students by age group, apply a percentage to 

the other reporting splits.

• Elementary-K-6 and Secondary is 7-12.

• Total state & local and federal funding sections comes from your financial 

statements/CPA audit book.

• Use child count data for that line item, not a percentage.
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Excess Cost Page

14 GCoP November 2025



Hot Topics, News, and 
Legislation 
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Lisa Pofelski-Rosa
Special Education
Financial Specialist, Principal



Proposed Block Grant for Special 
Education Funding Gap

This year’s K-12 budget proposal includes funding for a top education 
priority: 

• Addressing the gap between the funding that public schools receive for 
special education and the actual costs of educating the state’s highest 
need students by providing $50 million for special education block 
grants to be distributed to districts and charters based on special 
education student populations and expenses. 

• This funding could help close the $101 million gap between funding 
public schools receive for special education and the actual costs of 
educating the state’s highest needs students.
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State Special Education Funding 
Request Distribution

• Block grants through a special funding distribution to all LEAs that serve 
special education students, like other line items in the Public Schools 
budget.

• 60% of funding based on the percentage of special education students in 
the LEA (population factor).

• 40% of funding based on the costs to provide services to special 
education students in the LEA (high-cost factor).

Current Federal Funding

When the federal government passed special education laws in the 1970s, 
the intent was for the federal government to provide 40% of the funding 
needed for services with states funding the rest. The federal funding has 
never exceeded 20% of funding needed to offset the unfunded mandates of 
the IDEA. 
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Federal Programs 
Updates
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Austin Kohout
Federal Programs
Financial Specialist, Principal



U.S. Dept. Of Education 
Announcement

The Trump Administration announced it has signed six interagency 
agreements (IAAs) to "return education to the states," streamline 
bureaucracy at the U.S. Department of Education (USED), and downsize 
the agency's size and scope. 

The agreements would transfer substantial portions of K-12 and higher 
education programs to other departments, including one agreement that 
would have ESEA/ESSA Title programs jointly administered by USED and 
the Department of Labor (DOL).

There are no changes to the IDE; no matter how the federal structure 
shifts, our focus stays on supporting students/schools/charters and 
ensuring every student has access to the education and opportunities 
they deserve.
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https://www.ed.gov/about/news/press-release/us-department-of-education-announces-six-new-agency-partnerships-break-federal-bureaucracy


Federal K12 Funding Update

The longest U.S. government shutdown came to an end after 43 
days.  A continuing resolution (CR) funds the federal government 
and education programs at 2025 funding levels through Jan. 30, 
2026.

This temporary measure was enacted to prevent a total 
government shutdown and allow Congress time to negotiate a full-
year budget.

Congress must pass a separate, full-year appropriations bill for the 
rest of FY2026 to finalize the funding levels for education and 
other agencies.
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State Updates
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Rob Sepich – Director of Budget



FY 27 Department Budget Request
• Enrollment looks to be down in the current year, expect flat Support 

Units vs FY 26
o With better data we will have estimates to correct for FY 27 

budget
• Statewide revenues are still on track for a deficit
• JFAC appeared to be reassured by significant savings balances

o PESF is currently at $256 million
o Budget Stabilization Fund at $880 million
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School-Based Medicaid Updates

• The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare through Information 
Release MA25-17 outlined a 4% reimbursement rate reduction, but 
later released MA25-19 announcing that the 4% reduction does NOT 
apply to school-based services.

• Idaho's Medicaid match rate has increased to 33.09% (change of 
.68%) with the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) rate 
down to  66.91%. This reduces the overall "net" reimbursement to 
schools.

See the Idaho Department of Health & Welfare site for more 
information. School-Based Medicaid information page
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https://www.molinahealthcare.com/-/media/Molina/PublicWebsite/PDF/Providers/id/Medicaid/Comm/IDProviderBulletin_MA25-19ProviderRates_R.ashx
https://www.molinahealthcare.com/-/media/Molina/PublicWebsite/PDF/Providers/id/Medicaid/Comm/IDProviderBulletin_MA25-19ProviderRates_R.ashx
https://www.molinahealthcare.com/-/media/Molina/PublicWebsite/PDF/Providers/id/Medicaid/Comm/IDProviderBulletin_MA25-19ProviderRates_R.ashx
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/medicaid-health/medicaid-school-based-services
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/medicaid-health/medicaid-school-based-services
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/services-programs/medicaid-health/medicaid-school-based-services


Department Seeking Public Comment

Department has drafts of recommendations to reduce federal reporting 
and spending requirements:
• Revision of Title programming administration to reduce local burdens 

and highlight federal program flexibilities and spending options;
• Modification of Idaho’s ESSA-required comprehensive assessment 

through a waiver for 3rd grade ISAT ELA and 11th grade ELA and math 
ISAT; and

• Application for “Ed-Flex” state status to gain authority to waive 
provisions of a variety of federal programs to assist local education 
agencies in designing and implementing those programs to best meet 
the needs of their students and communities.

Comment here!
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-flexibility-draft-recommendations-for-public-comment/


PD in 30 Part 1:
Financial Transparency 

Template
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Rob Sepich,
Budget Director



Why another form?

H718 of 2024 would have, among other things, required the following 
information be the first page of your annual budget:
• The total dollar amount expended in the previous fiscal year; 
• The average dollar amount expended per student in the previous fiscal year; 
• The average yearly expenditures for the salary and benefits of administrative 

staff; 
• The average yearly expenditures for the salary and benefits of full-time teachers;
• The ratio of administrative staff to teachers to students; and
• The percentage of the previous fiscal year's budget that was deposited into any 

reserve or savings account of such education provider.

• Financial Transparency Form is found here.
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https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2024/legislation/H0718.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Financial-Transparancy-Template.xlsx


Revenue and Funding Sources

27 GCoP November 2025



Expenditure Categories by Functions
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Demographic Information
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PD in 30 Part 2:
Alternative Vehicle 

Tracking Sheet
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Zane Cliver,
Financial Specialist, Sr.

Transportation



Legislation Update:

2025 Legislation brought a few updates to transportation funding:
• $7.5 million discretionary adjustment removed starting in 2026-27, it will 

no longer be taken off the transportation Reimbursement Claim
• Authorized vehicles starting in the current year will be reimbursed at 

mileage rate similar to district owned vehicles and In-lieu mileage in 
2026-27.
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Reimbursable Mileage

Reimbursable miles for authorized vehicles are roughly the same as the yellow 
school bus miles.
Reimbursable Miles:
• To/From school
• Instructional shuttle
• Reimbursable field trips

Non-Reimbursable:
• Athletic Activities
• Non-reimbursable field trips
• Other non-curriculum based miles
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How will you be 
reimbursed?

The reimbursement schedule is very similar to In-lieu and district owned 
fleet vehicles.

Based on a mileage rate, for 2025-2026 it will be $0.91 per mile.

This rate will change with the federal mileage rate.
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Mileage Summary

To receive reimbursement, you will need to submit a mileage summary as 
a supporting document in your annual reimbursement claim submittal.

This document will need to include vehicle numbers, VINs, beginning and 
ending odometer readings, and a complete trip tracker. While there are 
many ways to collect and organize this information, the Department 
recognizes that many LEAs will need a clear and consistent method to 
track these details accurately.
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SDE Tracking sheet

The SDE will post an optional mileage summary template on the Department 
Transportation webpage.

While the use of this template is not required, transportation programs are 
strongly encouraged to consider adopting it. Accurate mileage documentation 
is essential for ensuring the integrity of your reimbursement claims, and this 
template is designed to support that process. 

Using this tool can help safeguard your program from errors, missing data, or 
delays in reimbursement and promotes consistent, transparent reporting 
across LEAs statewide.
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Vehicle information 
page

First page of the mileage summary

This page is where you add the following:
• Vehicle number
• Starting and ending odometer reading.
• Last 4 numbers of the vehicle vin.
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Mileage Count Page

Second tab of the spread sheet.

This page is where you add the following:
• Each separate trip.
• Each trip will need vehicle number, date, 

mileage type, total miles travelled, and if 
the trip is reimbursable or not.
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Summary Page

Final Tab

Everything on this page will calculate automatically.

It has a built in double-check.

The "Miles Claimed" cell will be green if miles match the odometer report. 
If not, it will be red.
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Summary Continued

The summary by vehicle will show you exactly which vehicle is not equal 
to the odometer report.

This should make it easier to check the odometer/mileage count pages to 
find the discrepancy.
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Questions?

○ Zane Cliver

○ Financial Specialist, Senior

○ zcliver@sde.idaho.gov

○ Student Transportation
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mailto:zcliver@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:zcliver@sde.idaho.gov
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Contact Us! Special Education Contacts
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Federal Programs Contacts
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Thanks!

Please feel free to reach out with any 
questions!Lisa Pofelski Rosa

Financial Specialist, Principal

lpofelskirosa@sde.idaho.gov

Special Education

Austin Kohout

Financial Specialist, Principal

akohout@sde.idaho.gov

Federal Programs

Rob Sepich

Budget Director

rsepich@sde.idaho.gov

mailto:lpofelskirosa@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:akohout@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:rsepich@sde.idaho.gov


Your Efforts Are 
Appreciated, 
Noticed, and 
Essential to 
Students in Idaho

Thank You and 
Stay Super!
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