
Grants 
Communities of 
Practice
Leading with courage, strategy, and 
confidence!



Agenda October 2025

• Congratulations, Celebrations, and Shout-Outs

• Recapping Best Practices for Carryover

• What’s on your radar? Data Acquisition Calendar
• Housekeeping: Upcoming Grant and Training Opportunities, 

• Hot Topics, News, and Legislation: federal and state updates 

• PD in 30: Child Nutrition
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Celebrations & Shout-Outs

• Welcome to our new 
Communications Director, Andrea 
Dearden.

• Natalie Woods at Thunder Ridge 
High School in Idaho Falls was 
selected as an Albert Einstein 
Distinguished Educator Fellow.

• Summer Food Service Program 
Served over 1.1 million meals!

GCoP October 2025

New Department 
Website!!!
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Recapping Best Practices 
for Carryover 
Calculations
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Current Year Budget reconciliation

Budget recon for federal programs isn’t the most fun part of the year, but it’s an 
essential part of program planning and required by 2 CFR 200.302. 
• Check drawdown reports, detail reports, and grant activity mid-year to make 

reconciliation and error detection easier

Budget recon for a federal grant boils down to two questions:
• How much were you allocated this year?

o Check GRA or your CFSGA/IDEA application

• How much of last year’s allocation was carried over?
o Check drawdowns and grant activity reports.
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Budget recon – Carryover and Budgets

Using the Grant Activity Report, identify what your GRA balance was 
after all summer accruals have been claimed (expenses from June 
through final accruals). 

Ensure revenue matches expenses. Check encumbrances, contracts, 
and payroll costs.

Some adjustments are required if these are not the same number:
Your internal budget, 
Your grant application budgets, and 
Your current year grant allocation + GRA balance after all summer 

claims.
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Closing thoughts
Keep an eye on expected carryover balances 
throughout the year so that there aren’t any 
late surprises. 

Develop a drawdown tracking systems help 
you resolve any drawdown errors after the fact 
with detail and documentation. 

Carryover in your preliminary CFSGA and 
IDEA application doesn't need to be perfect. 
Final applications due in November are where 
your final carryover amount must be perfect, 
after your audit is finished. 
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What’s on Your Radar?
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Data Acquisition Calendar Sep-October 2025
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Data Acquisition Calendar October 2025
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Housekeeping
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Upcoming Grant Opportunities

• Public School Facilities Cooperative Funding Program for districts with 
bonds that have failed or do not cover the costs to remediate unsafe 
facilities. Apply by October 7 here.  

• State Board of Education’s Rural and Underserved Educator Incentive 
Program to provide educational loans to eligible teachers – apply by 
October 30th here.

• $3,000 Bucks for Books Award through the Lottery Division for districts 
and charters. Apply here by October 30th here. 

• Idaho Career Ready Students Fund Mini Grants $50,000 for 
Equipment.  Apply here by October 17th here.
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https://isde-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sbarzee_sde_idaho_gov/ERL0fJncflROiRMEu68v_d8BeR98B_qb-VBX-c7EshoD6A?e=XLV3Gb
https://boardofed.idaho.gov/k-12-education/educator-effectiveness/rural-and-underserved-educator-incentive-program/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/bucks-for-books/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/icrs/


Special Education Mini-Grants

• SLD Specific Learning Disability Grant – Obligation closed 
6/30/25. Please complete final reimbursements asap.

• Special Education Evaluation Materials Mini-Grants –
Obligation for purchasing ends 9/30/25.

Reminder: Applications were approved for specific items of 
purchase- check with your Special Education Director for the list-
substitutions may be allowable if your needs changed. No 
equipment purchases allowed (including I-Pads).
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Join Us for Maintenance of Effort 
Training – From Start To Finish

Learning agenda:
• What is MOE? 
• Why do we need to track it?
• How does it interact with School-Based Medicaid and IDEA Part B 

funding? 
• Learn about how to utilize exceptions to lower or manage your MOE 

and 
• How to fill out the IDEA Part B Application MOE sections. 

Register Here 9/25/25 at 10am MST
This will be recorded and posted for reference.
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https://idahosde.zoom.us/meeting/register/LuUKq75YTBKkRFqM-G1ieg


Hot Topics, News, and 
Legislation 
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Federal Programs 
Updates
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Austin Kohout
Federal Programs
Financial Specialist, Principal



Federal Programs Updates Pt. 1

• GRA Claims are now paid weekly!
• Claims approved before end of 

business on Thursdays will be paid 
on Fridays. 

• GRA claims made on or before 
Wednesday night should be 
approved the same week*. 

*If your claim is gigantic or has something that 
requires further review/ research, turnaround 
time will not be in the same week.*
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Federal Programs Updates Pt. 2

• Join us for the 2025 ESEA + IDEA 
Director’s conference on October 2nd

and 3rd at the Galaxy Event Center in 
Meridian. 

• Hear sessions about new tools and 
updates to Assessments, PBIS 
implementation, Parent and Family 
Engagement, Special population 
identification and more!

• Register Here: 
https://www.eventcreate.com/e/eaidc2025
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https://www.eventcreate.com/e/eaidc2025


IDEA Part B Applications Update

• FINAL IDEA Part B Applications are due Nov. 15th, 
2025

• Final Allocations should be out in October.
• This will require slight updates to budget sections of 

the application.
• Remember to use your "Audited" financial data for 

your prior year expenditure reporting.

● Link to IDEA PART B Application
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https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/IDEA
https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/IDEA


Federal K12 Funding Update

• The House Appropriations Committee advanced a bill that would cut the overall U.S. 
Department of Education budget by 15% to $67 billion for federal fiscal year 2026.

• The House budget plan aligns closely with President Donald Trump’s proposal, but 
differs from the bipartisan plan agreed to by the Senate Appropriations Committee in 
July. 

• The Senate plan recommends funding the Education Department in FFY 26 at $79 
billion, or an increase of about $300 million from the current spending level.

• The House and Senate will now need to separately debate their bills and, once approved, 
work to reconcile the two proposals before the start of FFY 2026 on Oct. 1.

Note: Whenever Congress passes its final FFY26 spending package, it will affect school district funding for 
the State FY2026-27 school year

Congress likely won't be able to finish its appropriations bills in time before the fiscal year 
end (October 30, 2025), so lawmakers will need to pass a continuing resolution (CR) to buy 
time and pass a complete FFY26 spending package later.
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State Updates

GCoP October 2025

Rob Sepich – Director of Budget



FY 27 Department Budget Request
• 3% FY 26 holdback taken out of non-public school student Advanced 

Opportunities Program

• School Bus Camera Fund

• Increase in Driver Training Program Passthrough from $150 to $300 
per student

• Interest for Career Ready Students Fund

• Farm to School and Technology Innovation Grants
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FY 27 Public Schools Budget Request
• Public Schools Budget Request for FY 27 includes:

o 1% CEC placeholder
o Health Insurance (27%) Increase of $94 million
o Statutory Adjustments (Transp.,etc)
o $50 million in State SPED Block Grants
o 160 more Support Units vs FY 26

• Intent language Flexibility
• $5 million transfer to Public Education Stabilization Fund 
• Public Education Stabilization Fund eligibility for Maintenance of Financial 

Support 
• Additional Federal appropriation
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Updated FY 27 Holdbacks – new as of 
9/17/25

• Public Schools Budget still held harmless at this point but will 

likely hit IESDB

• Department budget will holdbacks made ongoing to FY 27

• All agencies asked to remove all General Fund replacement 

items – will not affect Public Schools
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Special Education State Funding Survey

• Time for a quick poll!
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School-Based Medicaid Update

Information Release MA25-17:

The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare has notified Medicaid providers that the state 
will reduce reimbursement rates by 4%, effective Sept. 1.

These rates include, but are not limited to, hospitals (inpatient and outpatient); home and 
community-based services (HCBS); nursing facilities; hospice; school-based services;
ambulatory surgical centers; intermediate care facilities; swing beds; some out-of-state 
facilities; and interim rates for federally qualified health centers.

Reduced School-Based Medicaid reimbursements can affect LEA Maintenance of Effort 
(MOE) costs. Remember to utilize IDEA funds to equalize MOE.
Idaho Dept. Of Health & Welfare is taking public comments through an online form.
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https://blog.idahoreports.idahoptv.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MA25-17-Provider-Rates.pdf
https://blog.idahoreports.idahoptv.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MA25-17-Provider-Rates.pdf
https://blog.idahoreports.idahoptv.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/MA25-17-Provider-Rates.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=c8g5NsM7pEKnLMNnQnsff9kzxGsLeZVJk5FS4W8568dUOUdGNjVNNUJWWTRRNTk0STBCV1gwSUw5Vy4u&route=shorturl&fbclid=IwZnRzaAMdqyBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHj0oAbWI8L-iZjtxYNDshmhOlNa8S68udnEoCHNfXMvQ58iH6hfgQhM77vuR_aem_kI-zQDoicZvScqV9fp2xNA


PD in 30:
Child Nutrition
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Melissa Cook,
Financial Specialist, Sr. 

Child Nutrition



The Healthy, Hunger-
Free Kids Act of 2010 

And YOU
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Pamela Murray, MS, SNS
Farm to School Program & FFVP Coordinator

Child Nutrition



Child Nutrition Programs are an Enterprise Business governed by Federal Regulations
eCFR :: 7 CFR Chapter II -- Food and Nutrition Service, Department of Agriculture
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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/subtitle-B/chapter-II


Creating a Healthy School Environment
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Making it a Team Effort
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Wellness Committee
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"A diverse group of school and community members who develop initiatives aimed at improving and 
maintaining the health and wellness of students. Establishing and implementing a wellness policy is 
either one task or the main driver of the committee’s work. The Wellness Committee may serve as 
the main steering group while a Wellness Policy committee may be solely focused on writing policy. 
A wellness committee, also called a council, alliance, or health advisory is a name often used by 
small districts or individual schools."

We need representatives from the entire school community to help us create a wellness policy and 
build a culture of wellness.



School-Based Activities
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Help implement our policy and promote wellness through other 
school-based activities, including:
 If you have a green thumb, help us in our school garden.
 Team up to provide a fun, interactive activity during our 

health fair (School 5k, Fit Family Friday, etc.). 
Apply for Round 2 of the F2S Hydroponic Garden Grant



Accountability – Triennial Assessment
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Contact Us – Child Nutrition
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Sharon D’Sa
Program Specialist
(208) 332-6821

Kat Forstie
USDA Foods Coordinator
(208) 332-6834

Pamela Murray, MS, SNS
Farm to School/FFVP
Coordinator
(208) 332-6831

Melissa Cook
Financial Specialist, Sr.
(208) 332-6830

Kylie Anderson, AA
NSLP Coordinator
(208) 332-6861

Shawn Charters, BA
USDA Foods
Financial Specialist, Sr.
(208) 332-6822

Alex Fields, BS
Administrative 
Assistant
(208) 332-6805

Calla Chapin, RDN, LD 
NSLP Coordinator
(208) 332-6823

Kim Sherman, BS
CACFP Coordinator
(208) 332-6935

Mary Ann Liby, BA
SFSP & CACFP 
Coordinator  
(208) 332-6828

Domonique Ayarra-
Sykes, BA, SNS
CACFP & SFSP 
Coordinator
(208) 332-6819

Cassandra Thompson, 
BS 
NSLP Coordinator
(208) 332-6902

Brian Ferguson, BBA
CACFP Program 
Specialist
(208) 332-6955

Lynda Westphal, MHS, 
SNS
Director
(208) 332-6825

Jessica Medrano
NSLP Coordinator 
(208) 332-6929
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Contact Us! Special Education Contacts
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Federal Programs Contacts
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Federal Programs Contacts Continued
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Thanks!

Please feel free to reach out with any 
questions!Lisa Pofelski Rosa

Financial Specialist, Principal

lpofelskirosa@IDE.idaho.gov

Special Education

Austin Kohout

Financial Specialist, Principal

akohout@IDE.idaho.gov

Federal Programs

Rob Sepich

Budget Director

rsepich@IDE.idaho.gov

mailto:lpofelskirosa@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:akohout@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:rsepich@sde.idaho.gov


Your Efforts Are 
Appreciated, 
Noticed, and 
Essential to 
Students in Idaho

Thank You and 
Stay Super!
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