Annual Plan: Annual Goals
Resources for Teachers
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed.
 (
TEACHERS
Collaborate with 
grade-level
 staff and district staff to clarify the 
grade-span
 learning progressions for your classes. Develop language profiles and accessibility and accommodations plans for students assigned to your classes.
STUDENTS
Set personal goals to improve your learning practices and to contribute meaningfully to the school community.  
PARENTS
Collaborate with educators to develop plans to support students by understanding their needs, strengths, and prior knowledge.
 
Participate in setting your student’s annual learning goals.
August
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Sample Email Text
To: Teachers at Smarter Valley School
From: Principal Stevens
Re: Annual Learning Goals 
Welcome to the new school year! I am looking forward to a positive learning experience for staff and for students this year. To get started on planning, we need to develop annual learning goals for the students in your classes, based on their starting places and their expected growth on the learning progressions of the Common Core State Standards. To identify students’ starting places on the Common Core learning progressions, please review the multiple-measures evidence of student learning last year.
 The Smarter Balanced test results from last spring show a point-in-time status of or progress toward each student’s college readiness based on his or her achievement level. Models of grade-level student work posted on the Smarter Balanced website and on the Common Core website are helpful to compare to our student work products, to understand where our students are on the learning progressions. That information, combined with student progress reports, attendance, disciplinary data, and data on participation in student support programs, community service, and school co-curricular activities, provides a well-rounded picture of students’ success last year in the instructional program. 
Developing annual learning goals for students includes three steps:
1. Identify the student’s starting place and expected progress on the ELA/literacy and mathematics learning progressions.
2. Develop and review success criteria with accompanying examples of student work for model products to show what is expected in order for the student to demonstrate understanding and application of the Common Core State Standards for each learning goal in the learning progressions.
3. Review/complete Language Profiles for English language learners.
Annual Plan: Annual Goals
Email to Teachers
I look forward to working with you and your grade-level teams to discuss the annual goals for our students.
Annual Plan: Annual Goals
Handout for Teachers
Handout for Teachers
Annual Goals
The setting of annual goals is a critical first step in embedding the formative assessment process in student learning. Annual goals for each student include identifying the student’s starting place on the content-area learning progression and his or her expected growth in learning by the end of the school year. The authors of the Common Core have described learning progressions to give teachers a clear “road map” of the expected student progress toward college- and career-ready performance. You will find links to these learning progressions in the attached Resources document. 
Finding each student’s starting place on each learning progression is a process of comparing the examples of student work on the Common Core website and the Smarter Balanced website to examples of your own students’ work. You can compare grade-level models to identify the level of understanding that each students has accomplished. Based on the identified level of understanding, find the next logical step on the learning progression. A student’s claim-level scores on the summative assessment, along with evidence from student assignments, can be used to validate your estimate of the student’s progress.

Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)
The concepts and skills that students have mastered are within their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The next step on the learning progression becomes the starting point for developing learning goals. Using the formative assessment process, the student and teacher clarify the intended learning, using success criteria and model products, and build learning events for the student to build on the knowledge that is already mastered. To develop annual goals, the teacher estimates the progress that the student will make on each learning progression by the end of the school year. For each annual goal, the teacher also prepares model products for the ending point in the learning progression to help explain the annual goal to students and parents. 
Language Profile
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another key piece of information for planning annual goals is the student’s language profile. English language learners need support in the acquisition of competencies in English language arts/literacy (ELA) while still moving forward on the learning progressions in ELA/literacy and mathematics. A student’s language profile describes the student’s prior knowledge in his or her primary language and the types of supports that provide the most assistance to ensure the student’s continuous progress in learning.
Resources for Teachers
Smarter Balanced Digital Library[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  To access the links for these resources, the user must be logged into the Smarter Balanced Digital Library.] 

· Assessment Literacy Module: Understanding the Learner
Smarter Balanced Website
· ELA/Literacy Content Specifications Appendix B: Grade Level Tables for All Claims and Assessment Targets and Item Types
· ELA Stimulus Specifications (PDF)
· Scoring Guide for ELA Full Writes (PDF)
· Mathematics Content Specifications
· Scoring Guide for Selected Short-Text Mathematics Items (PDF) 
· ELL Guidelines (PDF)  
· Signing Guidelines (PDF) 
· Tactile Guidelines (PDF) 
· Bias and Sensitivity Guidelines (PDF)
Council for the Great City Schools Website
· Mathematics Learning Progressions
· Online Professional Development Modules Mathematics Fractions Progression 
· Professional development videos on instructional shifts in the Common Core 
· Two ELA/literacy videos and One mathematics video with commentary from David Coleman, author of the ELA/literacy standards, and Jason Zimba, author of the mathematics standards
Common Core State Standards Website
· ELA/Literacy Learning Progressions/Introduction to the ELA Common Core Standards—Key Design Consideration
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