Annual Plan: Testing Calendar
Resources for Parents
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed.
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Be aware of any s
pecial
 testing
 schedule for tests;
 Read up on the test’s
 information about accessibility
 
and accommodations
.
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STUDENTS
Be aware of any s
pecial
 testing
 schedule
.
 Maximize learning time with good attendance
.
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TEACHERS
Share with students and parents a combined instructional calendar and testing calendar to show the classroom days and testing days. Using evidence from classroom assignments, 
you can 
target key understandings to emphasize before the test
.
) (
April
: 
Testing Calendar
)
Sample Email Text
To: Parents at Smarter Valley School 
From: Trish Stevens, Teacher
Re: Testing Calendar
This month, we start administering the Smarter Balanced test and other state tests. In class, we will review the testing calendar and discuss the testing assignments. Each grade level will have a different testing schedule. Please remember that testing does not mean the end of teaching and learning. It is still important for students to maintain momentum and take full advantage of classroom time.  
Before your student’s grade-level testing days, we will discuss the benefits of students taking the test seriously and showing their best work to demonstrate their knowledge and ability to apply the Common Core State Standards. We will also review the February progress report to get feedback on which learning goals your student needs to review. We hope these reviews will give your student confidence going into the testing sessions.
On the resources handout you will find information about what is tested on the Smarter Balanced assessments. If you tried out the Practice Test, you know how the items will look on the computer and what tools your student will be able to use when answering the questions. We will compare the Common Core State Standards covered on the test to the standards that your students have learned in class to help students connect the classroom tasks to similar tasks on the Smarter Balanced test.  
We hope to work together to make this a successful testing experience for everyone.


Annual Plan: Testing Calendar
Email to Parents

Testing Calendar
On the testing calendar, each grade level and content area is assigned testing sessions to fulfill the testing requirements for all students. There are also make-up days for students who are absent on their assigned testing days. Teachers are making a calendar handout for students and parents that shows the following:
· Regular classroom learning days
· Test sessions
· Classroom Activity days
In a 20-day school month, students are assigned five half-days for testing, two class periods for Classroom Activities, and 15 1/2 classroom learning days. Using information from the February progress reports and March classroom assignments, teachers collaboratively plan with students to address learning goals that need strengthening before the test sessions. 
Guiding Questions for Parents:
· Has your student learned all of the Common Core State Standards to the level of rigor expected on the test?
· Are there key standards that he/she needs to practice with tasks before the testing session?
· What are the topics in which he/she has the greatest confidence?

Sample Calendar
 
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	ELA Classroom Activity 
During Class
	ELA PT Test Morning/
Regular Class Afternoon
	ELA PT Test Morning/ Regular Class Afternoon
	Regular Class
	Regular Class

	Regular Class
	Regular Class
	Regular Class Morning/ELA CAT Test Afternoon
	Regular Class
	Regular Class

	Regular Class
	Math Classroom Activity During Class
	Math PT Test Morning/ Regular Class Afternoon
	Regular Class Morning/ Math CAT Test Afternoon
	Regular Class

	Regular Class
	Regular Class
	Regular Class
	Regular Class
	Regular Class
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Resources for Parents
Smarter Balanced Website
· ELA/Literacy Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment Blueprint (PDF) (DocX)
· Mathematics Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment Blueprint  (PDF) (DocX)
· Estimated Testing Times (PDF)
Smarter Balanced Practice Test and Training Test Portal
· Calculators
· Manuals and User Guides (under “Resources and Documentation”)
· Classroom Activities (under “Resources and Documentation”)
· Scoring Guides (under “Resources and Documentation”)
· Performance Task Writing Rubrics (under “Resources and Documentation”)
· Frequently Asked Questions (PDF)
· Elementary Writing Factsheet (PDF) (DocX)
SmarterApp
· Accessibility Resources 
· Guidelines for access to the Merriam-Webster online dictionaries
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