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Achievement Level 
 English Language Arts and Mathematics Cut Scores  

 
Grade Level  Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

ELA From To From To From To From To 

3  2001 2366 2367 2431 2432 2489 2490  2811 

4  2032 2415 2416 2472 2473 2532 2533  2867 

5  2056 2441 2442 2501 2502 2581 2582  2916 

6  2079 2456 2457 2530 2531 2617 2618  2937 

7  2082 2478 2479 2551 2552 2648 2649  2964 

8  2097 2486 2487 2566 2567 2667 2668  2989 

9 2102 2487 2488 2570 2571 2669 2670 3032 

10 2102 2490 2491 2576 2577 2676 2677 3032 

11  2102 2492 2493 2582 2583 2681 2682  3032 

Math From To From To From To From To 

3  2071 2380 2381 2435 2436 2500 2501  2762 

4  2090 2410 2411 2484 2485 2548 2549  2834 

5  2095 2454 2455 2527 2528 2578 2579  2891 

6  2103 2472 2473 2551 2552 2609 2610  2911 

7  2108 2483 2484 2566 2567 2634 2635  2964 

8  2113 2503 2504 2585 2586 2652 2653  2993 

9 2118 2514 2515 2598 2599 2675 2676 3085 

10 2118 2528 2529 2613 2614 2696 2697 3085 

11  2118 2542 2543 2627 2628 2717 2718  3085 

 

High School End-of-Course 
Chemistry and Biology Cut Scores 

 
EOC  Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced 

Chemistry From To From To From To From To 
 116 187 188 199 200 216 217 283 

Biology From To From To From To From To 
 116 193 194 199 200 213 214 282 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 3 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use some details and information from text to partially support answers or basic 
inferences. 

 In texts of low-to-moderate complexity, summarize central ideas, key events, or the 
sequence of events presented in a text. 

 In texts of low-to-moderate complexity, determine intended meaning of words through 
context, relationships, structure, or resources. 

 In texts of low-to-moderate complexity, explain his or her inferences about characters, 
feelings, and author’s message. 

 Explain how information is presented or connected within or across texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Specify or compare relationships across texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of text structures or text features in texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Interpret use of language by distinguishing literal from non-literal meanings of 
words or phrases used in context in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Use some details and information from text to partially support answers or basic 
inferences. 

 In texts of low-to-moderate complexity, summarize central ideas, key events, or the 
sequence of events presented in a text. 

 In texts of low-to-moderate complexity, determine intended meaning of words through 
context, relationships, structure, or resources. 

 In texts of low-to-moderate complexity, explain his or her inferences about characters, 
feelings, and author’s message. 

 Explain how information is presented or connected within or across texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Specify or compare relationships across texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of text structures or text features in texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Interpret use of language by distinguishing literal from non-literal meanings of 
words or phrases used in context in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 3 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise one simple-structure paragraph, demonstrating some awareness of 
narrative techniques, chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, or 
author’s craft appropriate to purpose. 

 Write simple complete compositions, demonstrating some narrative techniques: 
chronology, transitional strategies for coherence, structure, or author’s craft with 
possible demonstration of purpose.0 

 Write or revise one simple-structure informational/explanatory paragraph, 
demonstrating some awareness of how to organize ideas by stating focus, including 
transitional strategies for coherence, supporting details, or a conclusion. 

 Write or revise, simple informational/explanatory texts on a topic, occasionally attending 
to purpose and audience, organizing ideas by stating a focus, including structures and 
transitional strategies for coherence, including some supporting details and a 
conclusion. 

 Show some awareness of how to use text features in information texts to enhance 
meaning with minimal support (e.g., directive or general feedback). 

 Write or revise one simple-structure paragraph demonstrating ability to state an opinion 
about  a topic or source, set a context, loosely organize ideas using linking words, 
develop some supporting reasons, or provide a partial conclusion. 

 Write simple complete opinion pieces, demonstrating some ability to state opinions 
about topics or sources, attend to purpose and audience, organize ideas by stating 
a context and focus, include structures and transitional strategies for coherence, 
develop few supporting reasons, and provide a conclusion. 

 With some support (e.g., directive and general feedback), use language and vocabulary 
that is appropriate to the purpose and audience when revising or composing texts. 

 Apply or edit grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics to clarify a message 
and edit narrative, informational, and opinion texts. 

 Use tools of technology to produce texts with minimal support (e.g., whole broken into 
parts). 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Interpret or use information delivered orally or audio-visually with some support (e.g., 
repeated listening or viewing). 

   



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 3 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use explicit details and information from texts of moderate complexity to support 
answers or basic inferences. 

 Identify or summarize central ideas, key events, or sequence of events presented in 
texts of moderate complexity. 

 Determine intended meaning of words through context, relationships, structure, or 
resources in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Interpret and explain inferences and author’s message and distinguish point of view in 
texts of moderate complexity. 

 Specify and compare or contrast relationships across texts of moderate complexity. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of text structures or text features to obtain, interpret, 
explain, or connect information in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Interpret use of language by distinguishing literal from non-literal meanings of 
words or phrases used in context in texts of moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Use explicit details and information from texts of moderate complexity to support 
answers or basic inferences. 

 Identify or summarize central ideas, key events, or sequence of events presented in 
texts of moderate complexity. 

 Determine intended meaning of words through context, relationships, structure, or 
resources in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Interpret and explain inferences and author’s message and distinguish point of view in 
texts of moderate complexity. 

 Specify and compare or contrast relationships across texts of moderate complexity. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of text structures or text features to obtain, interpret, 
explain, or connect information in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Interpret use of language by distinguishing literal from non-literal meanings of 
words or phrases used in context in texts of moderate complexity. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 3 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise one paragraph, demonstrating narrative techniques, chronology, 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, or author’s craft appropriate to 
purpose. 

 Write full compositions, demonstrating narrative techniques: chronology, transitional 
strategies for coherence, or author’s craft with minimal demonstration of purpose. 

 Write or revise one or more informational/explanatory paragraphs, demonstrating 
ability to organize ideas by stating focus, including transitional strategies for 
coherence, supporting details, or a conclusion. 

 Use text features in information texts to enhance meaning without support. 

 Write or revise one or more paragraphs, demonstrating ability to state an opinion about a 
topic or source, set a context, organize ideas using linking words, develop supporting 
reasons, or provide an appropriate conclusion. 

 Write full opinion pieces, demonstrating ability to state opinions about topics or sources,  
attend to purpose and audience, organize ideas by stating a context and focus, include 
structures and transitional strategies for coherence, develop supporting reasons, and 
provide a conclusion. 

 Without support, use grade-level vocabulary appropriate to the purpose and audience 
when revising and composing text. 

 Apply or edit grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics to clarify a message 
and edit narrative, informational, and opinion texts. 

 Without support, use tools of technology to produce texts. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

Interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually without support. 

The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use explicit details and information from the text to support answers and basic 
inferences in highly complex texts. 

 Identify and summarize central ideas, key events, or the sequence of events 
presented in highly complex texts. 

 Determine intended meaning of words through context, relationships, structure, or 
resources in highly complex texts. 

 Use evidence to interpret and explain inferences and distinguish point of view from that 
of the narrator/character in highly complex texts. 

 Specify, compare, and contrast relationships across highly complex texts. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of text structures and text features to interpret or 
explain/connect information in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to interpret use of language by distinguishing literal from non-literal meanings of 
words or phrases used in context in highly complex texts. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 3 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Use explicit details and information from the text to support answers and basic 
inferences in highly complex texts. 

 Identify and summarize central ideas, key events, or the sequence of events 
presented in highly complex texts. 

 Determine intended meaning of words through context, relationships, structure, or 
resources in highly complex texts. 

 Use evidence to interpret and explain inferences and distinguish point of view from that 
of the narrator/character in highly complex texts. 

 Specify, compare, and contrast relationships across highly complex texts. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of text structures and text features to interpret or 
explain/connect information in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to interpret use of language by distinguishing literal from non-literal meanings of 
words  or phrases used in context in highly complex texts.• Evaluate or interpret the 
impact/intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of words and phrases used in 
context and the impact of those word choices on reader interpretation of texts of high 
complexity. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Begin to write or revise one or more complex paragraphs, demonstrating specific 
narrative techniques, chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, 
and author’s craft appropriate to purpose. 

 Begin to write full, complex compositions, demonstrating specific narrative 
techniques: chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, 
structure, and author’s craft appropriate to purpose. 

 Begin to write or revise one or more complex informational/explanatory 
paragraphs, demonstrating ability to organize ideas by stating focus, including 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, supporting details, and an 
appropriate conclusion. 

 Begin to write or revise one or more complex paragraphs, demonstrating ability to 
state opinions about topics or sources, set a context, organize ideas using linking 
words or phrases, develop supporting reasons, or provide an appropriate, strong 
conclusion. 

 Begin to write complex opinion pieces, demonstrating ability to state opinions about 
topics or sources, attend to purpose and audience, organize ideas by stating a context 
and focus, include structures and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, 
develop supporting reasons, and provide an appropriate conclusion. 

 Begin to use complex language and vocabulary appropriate to the purpose and audience 
when revising and composing texts. 

 Begin to apply or edit appropriately complex grammar, usage, and mechanics to 
clarify a message and edit narrative, informational, and opinion texts. 

 Begin to use multiple tools of technology to produce texts. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Begin to critically interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually. 

 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 4 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use some details and information from the text to minimally support answers and 
inferences in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Identify or summarize some central ideas/key events in texts of low-to-moderate 
complexity. 

 Determine the intended meanings of some words, including words with multiple 
meanings, based on context, word relationships, word structure, and use of 
resources, with support in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Use supporting evidence to justify/explain own inferences in texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Interpret, specify, or compare how information is presented across texts of low-to 
moderate complexity. 

 Relate partial knowledge of text structures, genre-specific features, or formats to 
obtain, interpret, explain, or connect information within texts of low-to-moderate 
complexity. 

 Determine some figurative language, literary devices, or connotative meanings of 
words and phrases used in context in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify some details and information from the text to support answers or basic 
inferences about information presented in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Identify some central ideas, key events, and procedures with support. 

 Determine intended meanings of some words, academic words, domain-specific 
words, and words with multiple meanings, based on context, word relationships, word 
structure, or partial reliance on use of resources in texts of low-to-moderate 
complexity. 

 Provide some supporting evidence to justify or interpret how information is 
presented in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Interpret, explain, or connect information presented within or across texts of low-
to-moderate complexity. 

 Relate knowledge of some text structures or text features to obtain, interpret, or 
explain information in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Determine some figurative language/literary devices or connotative meanings of 
words and phrases used in context and partially explain the impact of those word 
choices on meaning and tone in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 4 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise one simple-structure paragraph, demonstrating some awareness of 
narrative techniques, chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, or 
author’s craft. 

 Write simple complete compositions, occasionally demonstrating narrative 
techniques, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, or author’s craft. 

 Write or revise one simple-structure informational/explanatory paragraph, 
demonstrating some awareness of how to organize ideas by stating a focus, include 
transitional strategies for coherence or supporting evidence and elaboration, or write 
body paragraphs with a  conclusion. 

 Write simple informational/explanatory text on a topic, occasionally attending to 
purpose    and audience; using minimal organization of ideas by stating a focus; 
including structures and transitional strategies for coherence; and including 
evidence, elaboration, and a conclusion. 

 With some support (e.g., directive and general feedback), show some awareness of 
how to use text features in informational texts to enhance meaning. 

 Write or revise one simple paragraph, demonstrating a limited ability to state opinions 
about topics or sources, including few organized ideas, loosely developed 
evidence/reasons and elaboration, and an undeveloped conclusion. 

 Write simple opinion pieces demonstrating some ability to state opinions about a 
topic or source, minimally attending to purpose and audience; organize few ideas by 
stating a context and focus; include some structures and transitional strategies for 
coherence; include few supporting reasons/evidence; and include a conclusion. 

 With some support (e.g., directive or general feedback) show some awareness of how 
to use language and vocabulary appropriate to purpose and audience when revising 
or composing texts. 

 Apply or edit grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics to clarify a message 
and edit narrative, informational, and opinion texts with support (e.g., grammar aids). 

 Use tools of technology to gather information, make revisions, or produce texts with 
support (e.g., whole broken into parts). 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually with support (e.g., 
some directive feedback). 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Conduct short simple research projects to answer single-step questions or to 
investigate and paraphrase different aspects of a narrow topic or concept. 

 Locate some information to support ideas and select some information from data 
or print and non-print text sources. 

 Distinguish relevant-irrelevant information with support (e.g., some directive feedback). 

 Generate some conjectures or opinions. 

 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 4 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use details and information from texts of moderate complexity to support 
answers and inferences. 

 Identify or summarize central ideas/key events in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Begin to determine the intended meanings of words, including words with multiple   
meanings, based on context, word relationships, word structure, and use of resources 
in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Use supporting evidence to justify/explain own inferences in texts of moderate 
complexity. 

 Interpret, specify, or compare how information is presented across texts of 
moderate complexity. 

 Begin to relate knowledge of text structures, genre-specific features, or formats to 
obtain, interpret, explain, or connect information within texts of moderate 
complexity. 

 Determine or interpret figurative language, literary devices, or connotative meanings 
of words and phrases used in context and partially explain the impact of those word 
choices on meaning and tone in texts of moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify details and information from texts of moderate complexity to support 
answers or basic inferences about information presented and provided. 

 Identify or summarize central ideas, key events, and procedures in texts of 
moderate complexity. 

 Determine intended meanings of words, academic words, domain-specific words, and 
words with multiple meanings, based on context, word relationships, word structure, or 
use of resources, with primary focus on the academic vocabulary common to texts of 
moderate complexity. 

 Use supporting evidence to justify or interpret how information is presented or 
integrated in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Interpret, explain, or connect information presented within or across texts of 
moderate complexity. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures or text features to obtain, interpret, explain, or 
integrate information in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Determine or interpret figurative language/literary devices or connotative meanings 
of words and phrases used in context and explain the impact of those word choices 
on meaning and tone in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Use supporting evidence to justify or interpret how information is presented or 
integrated in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Interpret, explain, or connect information presented within or across texts of 
moderate complexity. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures or text features to obtain, interpret, explain, or 
integrate information in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Determine or interpret figurative language/literary devices or connotative meanings 
of words and phrases used in context and explain the impact of those word choices 
on meaning and tone in texts of moderate complexity. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 4 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise one paragraph, demonstrating narrative techniques, chronology, 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, and begin to use author’s craft with 
appropriate purpose. 

 Write full compositions, demonstrating specific narrative techniques, appropriate 
transitional strategies for coherence, and begin to use author’s craft with limited 
purpose. 

 Write one full informational/explanatory paragraph, demonstrating ability to organize 
ideas by stating a focus, including transitional strategies for coherence or supporting 
evidence and elaboration, and begin to write body paragraphs appropriate to a 
purpose and audience. 

 Write informational/explanatory texts on a topic, attending to purpose and audience;  
organize ideas by stating a focus; include structures and transitional strategies for 
coherence; include supporting evidence and elaboration; and begin to develop a 
complete conclusion. 

 Use some text features in informational text to enhance meaning without support. 

 Write or revise one paragraph, demonstrating ability to state opinions about 
topics or sources, set loose context, minimally organize ideas, develop 
evidence/reasons and elaboration, and develop a conclusion with limited 
purpose and audience. 

 Write opinion pieces, demonstrating ability to state opinions about topics or 
sources, attending to purpose and audience; organize ideas by stating a context 
and focus; include structures and transitions for coherence; include some 
supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration; and develop an appropriate 
conclusion. 

 Strategically use language and vocabulary appropriate to purpose and audience 
when revising or composing texts without support. 

 Apply or edit grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics to clarify a 
message and edit narrative, informational, and opinion texts without support. 

 Use tools of technology to gather information, make revisions, or produce texts. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually without support. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Conduct short, limited research projects to answer multi-step questions, or to 
investigate and paraphrase different aspects of a broader topic or concept. 

 Locate information to support central ideas and subtopics and select 
information and partially integrate information from data or print and non-print 
sources. 

 Distinguish relevant-irrelevant information without support. 

 Generate partial conjectures or opinions and include partial evidence to support them 
based on evidence collected. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 4 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use explicit details and implicit information from the text to support answers and 
inferences in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to consistently identify and summarize central ideas/key events in highly 
complex texts. 

 Begin to determine the intended meanings of words, including words with 
multiple meanings, based on context, word relationships, word structure, and 
use of resources in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to use extensive supporting evidence to justify/explain own inferences in 
depth in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to use extensive detail to interpret, specify, or compare how information is 
presented across highly complex texts. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures, genre-specific features, or formats to obtain, 
interpret, explain, or connect information within highly complex texts. 

 Begin to determine and interpret figurative language, literary devices, or 
connotative meanings of words and phrases used in context and explain the 
impact of those word choices on meaning and tone in highly complex texts. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Begin to identify and explain explicit details and implicit information from highly 
complex texts to support answers and inferences about information presented and 
provided. 

 Identify and summarize central ideas, key details, and procedures in highly complex 
texts. 

 Begin to determine the intended meanings of words, academic words, domain-
specific words, and words with multiple meanings, based on context, word 
relationships, word structure, or use of resources, with primary focus on the 
academic vocabulary common to highly complex texts. 

 Begin to use detailed supporting evidence to justify or interpret how 
information is presented and integrated in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to interpret, explain, or connect information presented within or across 
highly complex texts. 

 Begin to relate knowledge of text structures or text features to obtain, interpret, 
explain, and integrate information in highly complex texts. 

 Begin to determine or interpret figurative language/literary devices or connotative 
meanings of words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word 
choices on meaning and tone in highly complex texts. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 4 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Begin to write or revise one or more complex paragraphs, demonstrating specific 
narrative techniques, chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, 
or author’s craft appropriate to purpose. 

 Begin to write full complex compositions, demonstrating, specific narrative 
techniques, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, and author’s craft 
appropriate to purpose. 

 Begin to write or revise more than one complex informational/explanatory 
paragraph, demonstrating ability to including appropriate transitional strategies 
for coherence or supporting evidence and elaboration, and writing body 
paragraphs with a conclusion appropriate to purpose and audience. 

 Begin to write full, complex informational/explanatory texts on a topic, attending to 
purpose and audience; organize ideas by stating a focus; include structures and 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; and include strong supporting 
details and a well- developed, appropriate conclusion. 

 Begin to use text features in information texts to enhance meaning. 

 Begin to write or revise more than one complex paragraph, demonstrating ability to 
state opinions about topics or sources, set a context, efficiently organize ideas, 
develop strong supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration, and develop an 
appropriate, strong conclusion. 

 Begin to write complex opinion pieces, clearly demonstrating ability to state opinions 
about topics or sources, attending to purpose and audience; efficiently organize ideas 
by stating a context and focus; include more complex structures and appropriate 
transitional strategies for coherence; develop strong supporting evidence/reasons; 
and provide an appropriate, well-developed conclusion. 

 Begin to strategically use language and vocabulary appropriate to purpose and 
audience when revising or composing complex texts. 

 Begin to apply or edit appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics to clarify a 
message and edit narrative, informational, and opinion texts. 

 Begin to use multiple tools of technology to gather information, make revisions, or 
produce texts. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 

Target 4 

 Begin to critically interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 

Targets 1–4 

 Begin to conduct research projects to answer multi-step questions or to investigate 
and paraphrase different aspects of a broader topic or concept. 

 Begin to locate information to support central ideas and subtopics and select and 
integrate critical information from two or more data or print and non-print text 
sources. 

 Begin to distinguish relevant-irrelevant information. 

 Begin to generate strong conjectures or opinions and cite relevant evidence to 
support them based on evidence collected and analyzed. 

 
 
 
 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 5 English Language Arts/Literacy 

 

15 | P a g e  
 

 
The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Cite some textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Use some explicit and limited implicit information to support emerging 
inferences or analyses. 

 Partially summarize central ideas and some key events. 

 Determine the intended meaning of some grade-appropriate words, including 
academic and domain-specific words within context. 

 Use some supporting evidence to justify interpretations of information presented or 
indicate how information is integrated in one or more texts. 

 Identify and begin to compare how information is presented within or across texts of 
low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Use basic knowledge of text structures or genre-specific features to begin to 
integrate or analyze information. 

 Interpret the meaning of some common figurative language. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Cite some textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from texts of low-to-
moderate complexity. 

 Use some explicit and limited implicit information to support emerging 
inferences or analyses. 

 Partially summarize central ideas and some key events. 

 Determine the intended meaning of some grade-appropriate words, including 
academic and domain-specific words within context. 

 Use some supporting evidence to justify interpretations of information presented or 
indicate how information is integrated in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Identify and begin to compare how information is presented within or across texts of 
low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Use basic knowledge of text structures or genre-specific features to begin to 
integrate or analyze information. 

 Interpret the meaning of some common figurative language. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise one paragraph, demonstrating some narrative techniques, 
chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, or author’s craft. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit a full composition, occasionally demonstrating 
narrative techniques, chronology, transitional strategies for coherence, or 
author’s craft. 

 Write or revise one informational/explanatory paragraph, demonstrating some 
ability to organize ideas by stating a focus, including some transitional strategies 
for coherence or some supporting evidence and elaboration, or writing body 
paragraphs or a conclusion. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit full informational/explanatory text on a topic, 
attending to purpose and audience, organizing ideas by stating a focus, including 
structures and transitional strategies for coherence, including supporting 
evidence and elaboration, and developing a conclusion. 

 Use some appropriate text features (headings, bold text, captions, etc.) in 
informational texts to enhance meaning. 

 Write or revise one paragraph, demonstrating some ability to state opinions about 
topics or sources, set a loose context, minimally organize ideas using linking words or 
phrases, develop evidence/reasons and some elaboration, or develop a conclusion. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 5 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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   Plan, write, revise, and edit opinion pieces, demonstrating some ability to state 

opinions about topics or sources, minimally attending to purpose and audience; 
organize ideas by stating a context and focus; include structures and some 
transitional strategies for coherence; develop some evidence/reasons and 
elaboration; and develop a conclusion. 

 With minimal support, use some common language and vocabulary (including 
academic or domain-specific vocabulary) appropriate to the purpose and audience 
when revising or composing texts. 

 Show some ability to apply and edit text, demonstrating a partial understanding of 
Standard English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling). 

 Begin to use the tools of technology (including the Internet), with substantial 
guidance and support, to produce and publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually with support (e.g., 
some directive feedback). 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Begin to conduct simple, short research projects with some guidance. 

 With some guidance, begin to locate information to support central ideas and 
subtopics; select and integrate information from multiple sources. 

 With some guidance, begin to gather and distinguish relevant information, 
summarize/paraphrase information from multiple sources, and provide a list of 
sources. 

 With some guidance, begin to integrate information from several sources on the 
same topic to generate an informed opinion in order to write about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

 

The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 With some consistency, identify some relevant textual evidence to support 
conclusions drawn from texts of moderate complexity. 

 Identify and interpret the meaning of some figurative language, some literary 
devices, and some connotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Accurately summarize central ideas and key events. 

 With some consistency, determine the intended or precise meaning of grade-
appropriate words, including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply some relevant reasoning and textual evidence to justify developing 
analyses or judgments. 

 With some consistency, analyze how information is presented within or across 
texts of moderate complexity, identifying some relationships among targeted 
aspects. 

 With some consistency, analyze some text structures and genre-specific features or 
formats from multiple texts, and identify the impact of those choices on meaning or 
presentation. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 5 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 With some consistency, identify some relevant textual evidence to support 
conclusions drawn from texts of moderate complexity. 

 Identify and interpret the meaning of some figurative language and some literary 
devices or connotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Accurately summarize central ideas and key events. 

 With some consistency, determine the intended or precise meaning of grade-
appropriate words, including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply some relevant reasoning and textual evidence to justify developing analyses or 
judgments. 

 With some consistency, analyze how information is presented within or across texts of 
moderate complexity, identifying some relationships among targeted aspects. 

 With some consistency, analyze some text structures, genre-specific features, or 
formats from multiple texts of moderate complexity. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise one or more paragraphs, demonstrating narrative techniques, 
chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, or author’s craft 
appropriate to purpose, including a conclusion. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit a full composition, demonstrating narrative techniques, 
chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, author’s craft 
appropriate to purpose, including a conclusion, and evidence from texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

 Write or revise one or more informational/explanatory paragraphs, demonstrating 
ability to organize ideas by stating a focus, including transitional strategies for 
coherence, or supporting evidence and elaboration, or writing body paragraphs or a 
conclusion appropriate to purpose and audience. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit full informational/explanatory text on a topic, attending 
to purpose and audience; organize ideas by stating a focus, include structures and 
transitional strategies for coherence, include supporting evidence and elaboration, 
and develop a conclusion. 

 Use appropriate text features (headings, bold text, captions, etc.) in informational 
texts to enhance meaning. 

 Write or revise one or more paragraphs, demonstrating ability to state opinions about 
topics or sources, set a context, organize ideas using linking words or phrases, 
develop supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration, or develop a conclusion 
appropriate to purpose and audience. 

 Plan, write, revise and edit full opinion pieces, demonstrating ability to state opinions 
about topics or sources, attend to purpose and audience, organize ideas by stating a 
context and focus, include structures and transitional strategies for coherence, 
develop supporting evidence/reasons, and develop a conclusion appropriate to 
purpose and audience. 

 Use a range of language and vocabulary (including academic or domain-specific 
vocabulary) appropriate to the purpose and audience when revising or composing 
texts. 

 Adequately apply and edit text, demonstrating a understanding of Standard 
English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling). 

 Use the tools of technology (including the Internet) to produce and publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Conduct short research projects. 

 Locate information to support central ideas and subtopics; select and integrate 
information from multiple sources. 

 Gather and distinguish relevant information, summarize/paraphrase 
information from multiple sources, and provide a list of sources. 

 Integrate information from several sources on the same topic to generate an 
informed opinion and write about the subject knowledgeably. 

  

The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Consistently cite specific and relevant textual evidence to support conclusions 
drawn from highly complex texts. 

 Accurately interpret the meaning and impact of most figurative language and 
literary devices or cognitive meanings of words and phrases. 

 Consistently and accurately summarize central ideas and key events. 

 Determine the intended and precise meaning of most grade-appropriate words, 
including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply appropriate and relevant reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify 
analysis or judgments. 

 Analyze and/or compare how information is presented within or across highly 
complex texts, identifying relationships among targeted aspects. 

 Consistently evaluate text structures and genre-specific features across texts, and 
identify the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Consistently cite specific, relevant textual evidence to support conclusions 
drawn from highly complex texts. 

 Accurately interpret the meaning and impact of most figurative language and 
literary devices or connotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Consistently and accurately summarize central ideas and key events. 

 Determine the intended and precise meaning of most grade-appropriate words, 
including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply appropriate and relevant reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify 
analysis or judgments. 

 Analyze and/or compare how information is presented within or across highly 
complex texts, identifying relationships among targeted aspects. 

 Consistently evaluate text structures across highly complex texts. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Write or revise more than one complex paragraphs, demonstrating specific 
narrative techniques, chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, 
or author’s craft appropriate to purpose, including a strong conclusion. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit a full, complex composition, clearly demonstrating 
specific narrative techniques, chronology, appropriate transitional strategies for 
coherence, and author’s craft appropriate to purpose, including a well-developed 
conclusion and evidence from texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 Write or revise more than one complex informational/explanatory paragraph, 
demonstrating ability to organize ideas by stating a focus, including appropriate 
transitional strategies for coherence, or strong supporting evidence and 
elaboration, or writing body paragraphs or a conclusion appropriate to purpose and 
audience. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit full informational/explanatory text on a topic attending 
to purpose and audience, organizing ideas by stating a focus, including structures 
and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, including strong supporting 
evidence and elaboration, and developing an appropriate conclusion. 

 Use effective text features (headings, bold text, captions, etc.) in informational 
texts to enhance meaning.  

 Write or revise more than one paragraph, clearly demonstrating the ability to 
state opinions about topics or sources, set a context, efficiently organize ideas 
using linking words or phrases, develop supporting evidence/reasons and some 
elaboration, or develop a conclusion appropriate to purpose and audience. 

 Plan, write, revise and edit full opinion pieces, demonstrating the ability to state 
opinions about topics or sources, attend to purpose and audience, efficiently 
organize ideas by stating a context and focus, include some complex structures 
and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence, develop strong 
supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration, and develop an appropriate 
conclusion. 

 Use a broad range of language and vocabulary (including academic or domain-
specific vocabulary) appropriate to the purpose and audience when revising or 
composing texts. 

 Effectively apply and edit text, demonstrating an understanding of Standard 
English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling). 

 Effectively use the tools of technology (including the Internet) to produce and 
publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Begin to critically interpret and use information delivered orally or audio-visually. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Begin to critically and effectively conduct short research projects with some guidance. 

 Begin to critically and effectively locate information to support central ideas and 
subtopics; select and integrate information from multiple sources. 

 Begin to critically and effectively gather and distinguish relevant information, 
summarize/paraphrase information from multiple sources, and provide a list of 
sources. 

 Begin to critically and effectively integrate information from several sources on the 
same topic to generate an informed opinion and write about the subject 
knowledgeably. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Cite some textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from text. 

 Use some explicit and limited implicit information to support emerging 
inferences or analyses. 

 Partially summarize central ideas and key events using some details from texts of 
low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Determine the intended meaning of some grade-appropriate words including 
academic and domain-specific words within context. 

 Use some supporting evidence to justify interpretations of information presented or 
how information is integrated in one or more texts. 

 Identify and begin to compare how information is presented within or across texts. 

 Relate basic knowledge of text structures or genre-specific features to begin to 
integrate or analyze information. 

 Interpret the intent of some common figurative language. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Cite some textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from text. 

 Begin to use explicit and limited implicit information to support emerging 
inferences or analyses. 

 Partially summarize central ideas and some key events. 

 Determine the intended meaning of grade-appropriate words including 
academic and domain-specific words within context. 

 Use some supporting evidence to justify interpretations of information presented 
or how information is integrated in one or more text. 

 Identify and begin to compare how information is presented within or across texts. 

 Use basic knowledge of text structures or genre-specific features to begin to 
integrate or analyze information. 

 Partially interpret intent of some common figurative language. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies, textual structures, and transitional 
strategies for coherence. 

 Use minimal relevant details when writing or revising brief narrative texts. 

 Use minimal support and elaboration when writing brief informational/explanatory 
texts. 

 Demonstrate some ability to use appropriate text features. 

 Produce argumentative texts and attempt to acknowledge a counterclaim. 

 Demonstrate some awareness of audience and purpose when writing. 

 Pay limited attention to word choice and/or syntax. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit argument texts demonstrating partial ability to state 
claims about topics or sources. 

 With some support, use basic language appropriate to the purpose and audience 
when revising or composing text. 

 Apply or edit a piece of writing, demonstrating a partial understanding of Standard 
English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling) when writing. 

 Demonstrate limited use of technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 6 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Have limited engagement and interaction with media and source materials and 
minimally account for elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Demonstrate minimal research and evaluation skills. 

 Draw broad conclusions from source materials. 

 Construct a partial claim with limited use of evidence. 

 Attempt to summarize main ideas, topics, key events, or procedures in informational 
texts but use limited supporting or relevant ideas or evidence. 

 Develop an argument with a claim and minimal support. 

 

The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 With some consistency, identify relevant textual evidence to support conclusions 
drawn from texts of moderate complexity. 

 Identify and interpret some figurative language and some literary devices or 
connotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Accurately summarize central ideas and key events. 

 With some consistency, determine the intended or precise meaning of grade-
appropriate words including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply some relevant reasoning and textual evidence to justify developing 
analyses or judgments made about intended effects. 

 With some consistency, analyze how information is presented within or across 
texts of moderate complexity, identifying some relationships among targeted 
aspects, including analysis of authors’ points of view. 

 With some consistency, analyze some text structures or genre-specific features or 
formats from multiple sources of text and identify the impact of those choices on 
meaning or presentation. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 With some consistency, identify relevant textual evidence to support conclusions 
drawn from text. 

 Identify and interpret some figurative language and some literary devices or 
connotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Accurately summarize central ideas and key events. 

 Determine the intended or precise meaning of grade-appropriate words 
including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply some relevant reasoning and textual evidence to justify analyses or 
judgments made about intended effects. 

 Analyze how information is presented within or across texts, identifying 
some relationships among targeted aspects. 

 Analyze some text structures, genre-specific features or formats from multiple 
sources of text and the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 6 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies when writing or revising one or more paragraphs. 

 Write longer narrative texts demonstrating use of specific narrative 
techniques, chronology, and appropriate transitional strategies for 
coherence. 

 Employ effective text features and visual components appropriate to purpose. 

 Demonstrate some ability to plan, write, revise, and edit full argument 
pieces, demonstrating ability to state claims about topics or sources; 
attend to purpose and audience; organize ideas by stating a context and 
focus; include structures and appropriate transitional strategies for 
coherence; identify supporting evidence/reasons and elaboration from 
credible sources; and develop an appropriate conclusion. 

 Use a range of precise language and vocabulary (including academic 
words, domain- specific vocabulary, and figurative language) and style 
appropriate to the purpose and audience when revising or composing text. 

 Demonstrate some ability to edit a piece of writing, showing a strong 
adequate understanding of Standard English grammar conventions and 
usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) when writing. 

 Demonstrate some use of technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Engage and interact with media and source materials and account for 
elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Use research/inquiry methods to explore a topic. 

 Select from and adequately analyze sources from a variety of perspectives and 
present findings. 

 Adequately analyze authoritative sources of evidence with some diversity of 
formats to support a presentation. 

 Search for relevant authoritative information and evaluate the uses and 
limitations of source material. 

 Generate a specific debatable claim or main idea and cite some relevant evidence. 

 

The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Cite specific, relevant textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from text. 

 Interpret the intent and impact of most figurative language and literary 
devices or connotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Summarize central ideas and key events in texts of high complexity. 

 Determine the intended and precise meaning of most grade-appropriate words 
including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply appropriate and relevant reasoning and a range of textual evidence to 
justify analyses or judgments made about intended effects. 

 Analyze or compare how information is presented within or across texts, 
identifying relationships among targeted aspects. 

 Evaluate text structures or genre-specific features or formats from multiple sources 
of text and identify the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Cite specific, relevant textual evidence to support conclusions drawn from text. 

 Interpret the intent and impact of most figurative language and literary 
devices or cognitive meanings of words and phrases. 

 Summarize central ideas and key events in texts of high complexity. 

 Determine the intended and precise meaning of most grade-appropriate words 
including academic and domain-specific words. 

 Apply appropriate and relevant reasoning and a range of textual evidence to 
justify analysis or judgments made about intended effects. 

 Analyze or compare how information is presented within or across texts, 
identifying relationships among targeted aspects. 

 Evaluate text structures across texts. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Demonstrate effective use of multiple, specific narrative techniques, 
chronology, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence. 

 Demonstrate effective use of precise words and phrases and use relevant 
descriptive details and sensory language to convey experiences or author’s 
craft appropriate to purpose, including a conclusion that reflects on the 
narrated experience. 

 Demonstrate use of multiple, specific narrative techniques, chronology, and 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence when writing longer narrative 
texts. 

 Demonstrate effective use of precise language and formal style to organize 
ideas by stating a focus when writing or revising more than one informational 
or explanatory paragraph. 

 Employ advanced text features and visual components appropriate to purpose. 

 Effectively use an extensive range of language and vocabulary (including academic 
words, domain-specific vocabulary, and figurative language) and style appropriate to 
the purpose and audience when revising or composing text. 

 Effectively apply or edit a piece of writing, demonstrating a strong understanding 
of Standard English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling) when writing. 

 Effectively use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Effectively engage and interact with media and source materials and 
account for elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Employ multimodal resources to advance a sustained exploration of a topic. 

 Synthesize multiple sources of relevant, authoritative information and discriminate 
among them to support an analysis. 

 Search for relevant information from diverse authoritative sources. 

 Systematically evaluate the uses and limitations of sources. 

 Generate an authoritative claim. 

 Evaluate and cite substantial, relevant evidence. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Use textual evidence to justify analysis regarding theme, story elements, 
dialogue, and point of view in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Partially summarize central ideas and key events using some details from texts of 
low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Partially analyze relationships among literary elements within or across texts of low-to- 
moderate complexity or differing versions of texts representing various genres and 
text types. 

 Partially analyze the structure within or between two or more texts and genre-
specific features or formats of texts and the impact of those choices on meaning 
or presentation. 

 Partially determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify textual evidence from sources across disciplines to support 
conclusions, inferences, connections, and steps to processes. 

 Partially summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures using 
some supporting ideas and details. 

 Partially determine connotative and denotative meanings of academic- and 
domain- specific words/phrases and words with multiple meanings, based on 
context-word relationships, word structure, and differentiating vocabulary 
meanings, in texts of low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Partially apply reasoning and some textual evidence to justify inferences or interpret 
author's presentation of information; partially delineate and evaluate the argument 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound. 

 Partially analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 
on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation regarding the authors' points of view. 

 Partially relate knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts to compare/analyze the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 

 Partially determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word choices 
on reader interpretation of texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies, textual structures, and transitional 
strategies for coherence. 

 Use minimal relevant details when writing or revising brief narrative texts. 

 Use minimal support and elaboration when writing brief informational/explanatory 
texts. 

 Demonstrate some ability to use appropriate text features. 

 Produce argumentative texts and attempt to acknowledge a counterclaim. 

 Demonstrate some awareness of audience and purpose when writing. 

 Pay limited attention to word choice and/or syntax. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit argument pieces demonstrating partial ability to state 
claims about topics or sources. 

 With some support, use basic language appropriate to the purpose and audience 
when revising or composing text. 

 Write or edit texts, demonstrating a partial understanding of Standard English 
grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and spelling). 

 Demonstrate limited use of technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Have limited engagement and interaction with media and source materials and 
minimally account for elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Demonstrate minimal research and evaluation skills. 

 Draw broad conclusions from source materials. 

 Construct a partial claim with limited use of evidence. 

 Attempt to summarize main ideas, topics, key events, or procedures in informational 
texts but use limited supporting or relevant ideas or evidence. 

 Develop an argument with a claim and minimal support. 

 

The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Summarize central ideas/key events using relevant details from texts of 
moderate complexity to determine a theme and provide an objective summary 
specifically relating analysis to character, setting, and plot. 

 Determine precise meaning of words and distinguish connotative and figurative 
meanings of academic- and domain-specific words/phrases. 

 Use a range of relevant textual evidence to justify analysis regarding theme, 
story elements, dialogue, and point of view (e.g., suspense, humor, dramatic 
irony) in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Analyze relationships among literary elements by comparing and contrasting them 
within or across texts of moderate complexity or differing versions of texts 
representing various genres and text types. 

 Analyze the structures of two or more texts and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts and the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 

 Determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of moderate complexity. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 7 English Language Arts/Literacy 

 

26 | P a g e  
 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify several pieces of relevant textual evidence from sources across 
disciplines to support conclusions, inferences, connections, and steps to 
processes. 

 Summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures using 
relevant supporting ideas and details. 

 Determine connotative and denotative meanings of academic- and domain-specific 
words/phrases and words with multiple meanings, based on context-word 
relationships, word structure, and differentiating vocabulary meanings, in texts of 
moderate complexity. 

 Apply reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify inferences or interpret 
author's presentation of information. 

 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same 
topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation 
regarding the authors' points of view. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts to compare/analyze the impact of those choices on meaning or 
presentation. 

 Determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of moderate complexity. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies when writing or revising one or more paragraphs. 

 Write longer narrative texts demonstrating use of specific narrative techniques, 
chronology, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence. 

 Employ effective text features and visual components appropriate to purpose. 

 Demonstrate some ability to plan, write, revise, and edit full argument pieces 
demonstrating ability to state claims about topics or sources; attend to purpose 
and audience; organize ideas by stating a context and focus; include structures 
and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; identify supporting 
evidence/reasons and elaboration from credible sources; develop an appropriate 
conclusion. 

 Use a range of precise language and vocabulary (including academic words, 
domain- specific vocabulary, and figurative language) and style appropriate to 
the purpose and audience when revising or composing text. 

 Demonstrate some ability to edit a piece of writing, showing an understanding of 
Standard English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling) when writing. 

 Demonstrate some use of technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Engage and interact with media and source materials and account for 
elements that contribute to points of view. 
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RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Use research/inquiry methods to explore a topic. 

 Select from and adequately analyze sources from a variety of perspectives and 
present findings. 

 Adequately analyze authoritative sources of evidence with some diversity of 
formats to support a presentation. 

 Search for relevant authoritative information and evaluate the uses and 
limitations of source material. 

 Generate a specific debatable claim or main idea and cite some relevant evidence. 

The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Evaluate precise meaning of words and distinguish connotative and figurative 
meanings of academic- and domain-specific words/phrases. 

 Evaluate meaning of words with multiple meanings based on context-word 
relationships and word structures; thoroughly differentiate vocabulary meanings in 
texts of high complexity. 

 Summarize central ideas and key events using the most significant details from 
longer portions of texts of high complexity. 

 Cite strong and varied textual evidence to justify analysis regarding theme, story 
elements, dialogue, and point of view (e.g., suspense, humor, dramatic irony) in texts 
of high complexity. 

 Analyze relationships by comparing and contrasting them among literary elements 
within or across texts of high complexity. 

 Evaluate the structures of two or more texts and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts and the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 

 Evaluate and interpret the impact and intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of high complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify several pieces of strong and varied textual evidence from sources 
across disciplines to support conclusions, inferences, connections, and 
steps to processes. 

 Summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures using 
strong supporting ideas and details with texts of high complexity. 

 Determine connotative and denotative meanings of academic- and domain-specific 
words/phrases and words with multiple meanings, based on context-word 
relationships, word structure, and differentiating vocabulary meanings, in texts of 
texts of high complexity. 

 Effectively apply reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify inferences or 
interpret author's presentation of information. 

 Delineate and evaluate the argument assessing whether the reasoning is sound. 

 Effectively analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 
on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation regarding the authors' points of view. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of texts 
of high complexity to compare/analyze the impact of those choices on meaning or 
presentation. 

 Evaluate or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of 
words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word choices on reader 
interpretation of texts of high complexity. 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Demonstrate effective use of multiple, specific narrative techniques, 
chronology, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence. 

 Demonstrate effective use of precise words and phrases and use relevant 
descriptive details and sensory language to convey experiences or authors' craft 
appropriate to purpose, including a conclusion that reflects on the narrated 
experience. 

 Demonstrate use of multiple, specific narrative techniques, chronology, and 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence when writing longer narrative 
texts. 

 Demonstrate effective use of precise language and formal style to organize ideas by 
stating a focus when writing or revising more than one informational or explanatory 
paragraph. 

 Employ advanced text features and visual components appropriate to purpose. 

 Effectively use an extensive range of language and vocabulary (including academic 
words, domain-specific vocabulary, and figurative language) and style appropriate to 
the purpose and audience when revising or composing text. 

 Effectively write or edit texts, demonstrating a strong understanding of Standard 
English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling). 

 Effectively use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Effectively engage and interact with media and source materials and account for 
elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Employ multimodal resources to advance a sustained exploration of a topic. 

 Synthesize multiple sources of relevant, authoritative information and discriminate 
among them to support an analysis. 

 Search for relevant information from diverse authoritative sources. 

 Systematically evaluate sources’ uses and limitations. 

 Generate an authoritative claim. 

 Evaluate and cite substantial, relevant evidence. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 8 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Cite textual evidence to justify analysis regarding theme, story elements, 
dialogue, and point of view in texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

 Partially summarize central ideas and key events using some details from texts of 
low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Partially analyze relationships within or between literary elements within or across 
texts of low-to-moderate complexity or in differing versions of texts representing 
various genres and text types. 

 Partially analyze the structure of two or more texts and genre-specific features or 
formats of texts of low-to-moderate complexity and the impact of those choices on 
meaning or presentation. 

 Partially determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify textual evidence from sources across disciplines to support 
conclusions, inferences, connections, and steps to processes. 

 Partially summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures using 
some supporting ideas and details. 

 Partially determine connotative and denotative meanings of academic- and domain- 
specific words/phrases and words with multiple meanings, based on context-word 
relationships and word structures, and differentiate vocabulary meanings in texts of 
low-to- moderate complexity. 

 Partially apply reasoning and some textual evidence to justify inferences or interpret 
author's presentation of information; partially delineate and evaluate the argument 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound. 

 Partially analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information 
on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation regarding the authors' point of view. 

 Partially relate knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts of low-to-moderate complexity to compare/analyze the impact of those choices 
on meaning or presentation. 

 Partially determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word choices 
on reader interpretation of texts of low-to-moderate complexity. 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies, textual structures, and transitional 
strategies for coherence. 

 Use minimal relevant details when writing or revising brief narrative texts. 

 Use minimal support and elaboration when writing brief informational/explanatory 
texts. 

 Demonstrate some ability to use appropriate text features. 

 Produce argumentative texts and attempt to acknowledge a counterclaim. 

 Demonstrate some awareness of audience and purpose when writing. 

 Pay limited attention to word choice and/or syntax. 

 Plan, write, revise, and edit argument pieces demonstrating partial ability to state 
claims about topics or sources. 

 With some support use basic language appropriate to the purpose and audience 
when revising or composing text. 

 Apply or edit a piece of writing, demonstrating a partial understanding of Standard 
English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling) when writing. 

 Demonstrate limited use of technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish 
writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Have limited engagement and interaction with media and source materials and 
minimally account for elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Demonstrate minimal research and evaluation skills. 

 Draw broad conclusions from source materials. 

 Construct a partial claim with limited use of evidence. 

 Attempt to summarize main ideas, topics, key events, or procedures in informational 
texts but use limited supporting or relevant ideas or evidence. 

 Develop an argument with a claim and minimal support. 

 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Summarize central ideas/key events using relevant details from texts of 
moderate complexity to determine a theme and provide an objective summary 
specifically relating analysis to character, setting, and plot. 

 Determine precise meaning of words and distinguish connotative and figurative 
meanings of academic- and domain-specific words and phrases. 

 Cite a range of relevant textual evidence to justify analysis regarding theme, 
story elements, dialogue, and point of view (e.g., suspense, humor, dramatic 
irony) in texts of moderate complexity. 

 Analyze relationships among literary elements by comparing and contrasting theme 
within texts of moderate complexity or in differing versions of texts representing 
various genres and text types. 

 Analyze the structures of two or more texts and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts of moderate complexity and the impact of those choices on meaning or 
presentation. 

 Determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of moderate complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify several pieces of relevant textual evidence from sources across 
disciplines to support conclusions, inferences, connections, and steps to 
processes. 

 Summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures using 
relevant supporting ideas and details. 

 Determine connotative and denotative meanings of words and phrases. 

 Apply reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify inferences or interpret 
author's presentation of information. 

 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same 
topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation 
regarding the authors' points of view. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts of moderate complexity to compare/analyze the impact of those choices 
on meaning or presentation. 

 Determine or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of moderate complexity. 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies when writing or revising one or more paragraphs. 

 Write longer narrative texts demonstrating use of specific narrative strategies, 
structures, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence. 

 Employ effective text features and visual components appropriate to purpose. 

 Demonstrate some ability to plan, write, revise, and edit full argument pieces 
demonstrating ability to state claims about topics or sources; attend to purpose and 
audience; organize ideas by stating a context and focus; include structures and 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence; identify supporting 
evidence/reasons and elaboration from credible sources; and develop an 
appropriate conclusion. 

 Use a range of precise language and vocabulary (including academic words, 
domain- specific vocabulary, and figurative language) and style appropriate to 
the purpose and audience when revising or composing text. 

 Demonstrate some ability to edit a piece of writing, showing an understanding of 
Standard English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, 
and spelling) when writing. 

 Demonstrate some use of technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Engage and interact with media and source materials and account for 
elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Use research/inquiry methods to explore a topic. 

 Select from and adequately analyze sources from a variety of perspectives and 
present findings. 

 Adequately analyze authoritative sources of evidence with some diversity of 
formats to support a presentation. 

 Search for relevant authoritative information and evaluate the uses and 
limitations of source material. 

 Generate a specific debatable claim or main idea and cite some relevant evidence. 

 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 8 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Evaluate precise meaning of words and distinguish connotative and figurative 
meanings of academic- and domain-specific words and phrases. 

 Evaluate meaning of words with multiple meanings based on context-word 
relationships and word structures; thoroughly differentiate vocabulary meanings in 
texts of high complexity. 

 Summarize central ideas and key events using the most significant details from 
longer portions of texts of high complexity. 

 Cite strong and varied textual evidence to justify analysis regarding theme, story 
elements, dialogue, and point of view (e.g., suspense, humor, dramatic irony) in texts 
of high complexity. 

 Analyze relationships by comparing and contrasting them among literary elements 
within or across texts of high complexity. 

 Evaluate the structures of two or more texts and genre-specific features or formats of 
texts of high complexity and the impact of those choices on meaning or presentation. 

 Evaluate and interpret the impact and intent of literary devices or connotative 
meaning of contextually used words and phrases and the impact of those word 
choices on reader interpretation of texts of high complexity. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 

Targets 8–14 

 Identify several pieces of strong and varied textual evidence from sources across 
disciplines to support conclusions, inferences, connections, and steps to processes. 

 Summarize central ideas, topics/subtopics, key events, or procedures using strong 
supporting ideas and details. 

 Determine connotative and denotative meanings of academic- and domain-specific 
words/phrases and words with multiple meanings, based on context-word 
relationships, word structures, and differentiating vocabulary meanings in texts of high 
complexity. 

 Apply reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify inferences or interpret 
author's presentation of information. 

 Delineate and evaluate the argument assessing whether the reasoning is sound. 

 Effectively analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on 
the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or 
interpretation regarding the authors' points of view. 

 Relate knowledge of text structures and genre-specific features or formats of texts of 
high complexity to compare/analyze the impact of those choices on meaning or 
presentation. 

 Evaluate or interpret the impact/intent of literary devices or connotative meaning of 
words and phrases used in context and the impact of those word choices on reader 
interpretation of texts of high complexity. 
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WRITING 
Targets 
1–10 

 Demonstrate effective use of multiple, specific narrative strategies, 
structures, and appropriate transitional strategies for coherence. 

 Demonstrate effective use of precise words and phrases and use relevant descriptive 
details and sensory language to convey experiences or authors' craft appropriate to 
purpose, including a conclusion that reflects on the narrated experience. 

 Demonstrate use of multiple, specific narrative strategies, structures, and 
appropriate transitional strategies for coherence when writing longer narrative 
texts. 

 Demonstrate effective use of precise language and formal style to organize ideas by 
stating a focus when writing or revising more than one informational or explanatory 
paragraph. 

 Employ advanced text features and visual components appropriate to purpose. 

 Effectively use an extensive range of language and vocabulary (including academic 
words, domain-specific vocabulary, and figurative language) and style appropriate to 
the purpose and audience when revising or composing text. 

 Effectively write or edit texts, demonstrating a strong understanding of Standard 
English grammar conventions and usage (e.g., capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling). 

 Effectively use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Thoroughly engage and interact with media and source materials and account for 
elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Employ multimodal resources to advance a sustained exploration of a topic. 

 Synthesize multiple sources of relevant, authoritative information and discriminate 
among them to support an analysis. 

 Search for relevant information from diverse authoritative sources. 

 Systematically evaluate uses and limitations of sources. 

 Generate an authoritative claim. 

 Evaluate and cite substantial, relevant evidence. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
Grade 11 English Language Arts/Literacy 
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The student who just enters Level 2 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Identify key textual evidence to attempt to support simple inferences or conclusions. 

 Provide a simple summary of key events and/or details of a text. 

 Use sentence- and paragraph-level context and resources to determine meanings of 
most grade-level words. 

 Apply partial reasoning and use key textual evidence to begin to justify 
inferences or judgments made about text. 

 Analyze some interrelationships of literary elements in texts of low to moderate 
complexity. 

 Describe basic text structures and genre-specific features or formats and show a 
limited understanding of their impact. 

 Identify elements that contribute to points of view and how they impact meaning. 

 Identify and determine meaning and impact of figurative language. 

READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify key textual evidence to attempt to support simple inferences, 
analysis, interpretations, or conclusions. 

 Provide a simple summary of key events and/or details of a text. 

 Use sentence- and paragraph-level context and resources to determine meanings of 
words. 

 Apply partial reasoning and use key textual evidence to begin to justify 
inferences or judgments made about text. 

 Analyze the connection of ideas within and between texts of low-to-moderate 
complexity. 

 Describe basic text structures and genre-specific features or formats and show a 
limited understanding of their impact. 

 Demonstrate emerging knowledge of obvious genre interpretations and ideas. 

 Have limited engagements and interaction with source materials in common. 

 Partially account for elements that contribute to points of view. 

 Identify and begin to determine meaning and impact of figurative language. 

WRITING 
Targets: 
1 and 
3–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies, textual structures, and transitional 
strategies for coherence. 

 Use minimal relevant details when writing or revising brief narrative texts. 

 Use minimal support and elaboration when writing brief informational/explanatory 
texts. 

 Demonstrate some ability to use appropriate text features. 

 Produce argumentative texts and attempt to acknowledge a counterclaim. 

 Demonstrate some awareness of audience and purpose when writing. 

 Pay limited attention to word choice and/or syntax. 

 Demonstrate some understanding of the conventions of grade-appropriate 
Standard English grammar usage and mechanics to clarify a message. 

 Apply some revisions to narrative, informational, and argument texts. 

 Use basic technology, with support, for gathering information, making 
revisions, or producing texts. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Have limited engagement and interaction with media and source materials and 
minimally account for elements that contribute to points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Demonstrate minimal research and evaluation skills. 

 Draw broad conclusions from source materials.  

 Construct a partial or undeveloped claim with limited use of evidence. 

 Attempt to summarize main ideas, topics, key events, or procedures in informational 
texts but use limited supporting or relevant ideas or evidence. 

 Develop an argument with a claim and minimal support. 

 

The student who just enters Level 3 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Cite adequate textual evidence to support most inferences made or conclusions 
drawn about texts of moderate complexity. 

 Summarize themes and some analysis of thematic development over the course of 
the text using relevant details. 

 Determine intended meanings of most words, including distinguishing connotation/ 
denotation, figurative language, and words with multiple meanings based on 
context, word patterns, word relationships, etymology, or use of specialized 
resources. 

 Apply sufficient reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify most 
inferences or judgments made about texts. 

 Adequately analyze interrelationships among literary elements within a text or 
multiple interpretations of text (including texts from the same period with similar 
themes, topics, or source materials). 

 Partially analyze text structures, genre-specific features, or formats 
(visual/graphic/auditory effects) of text and explain the impact(s) of those choices on 
meaning or presentation. 

 Partially analyze the figurative (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron, hyperbole, paradox) and 
connotative meanings of words and phrases used in context and the impact(s) of 
those word choices on meaning and tone. 



Threshold Achievement Level Descriptors
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READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Cite adequate textual evidence to support most inferences made or conclusions 
drawn about texts of moderate complexity. 

 Summarize central ideas, topics, key events, or procedures from a text using 
sufficient supporting ideas and relevant details. 

 Determine intended meanings of most words, including distinguishing 
connotation/denotation, figurative language, and words with multiple meanings 
based on context, word patterns, word relationships, etymology, or use of 
specialized resources. 

 Apply reasoning and a sufficient range of textual evidence to justify analyses of 
author’s presentation of moderately complex information. 

 Adequately support a basic analysis of a moderately complex text to show how some 
connections are made in development of ideas or events or development of topics, 
themes, or rhetorical features. 

 Adequately support a basic analysis of text structures and/or text features and 
determine an impact of text structures and/or text features on meaning or 
presentation. 

 Partially analyze the figurative (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron, hyperbole, paradox) or 
connotative meanings of words and phrases used in context and partially explain the 
impact of these word choices on meaning and tone. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1 and 
3–10 

 Apply some narrative strategies, text structures, and some transitional strategies for 
coherence using some relevant details and precise words and phrases in writing or 
revising brief narrative texts. 

 Apply some strategies when writing or revising brief informational/explanatory 
texts to develop a topic by organizing ideas, using appropriate language to 
maintain a suitable focus/tone, and including some relevant supporting 
evidence.  

 Write full informational/explanatory texts appropriate for purpose and audience 
by organizing ideas, using appropriate language to maintain a suitable 
focus/tone, and gathering, assessing, and integrating some relevant supporting 
evidence from both print and digital sources. 

 Use text features (e.g., formatting, graphics, multimedia) with some attention to 
audience and purpose. 

 Apply strategies when writing or revising brief argumentative texts to develop a 
claim by organizing and citing some supporting evidence and counterclaims, 
providing transitional strategies for coherence, and using language to maintain 
a suitable focus/tone. 

 Write full argumentative texts to develop a specific claim by integrating some 
relevant supporting evidence from both print and digital sources, to develop 
claims and counterclaims that are appropriate for audience and purpose, to 
provide a concluding statement, and to use language to maintain a suitable 
focus/tone. 

 Demonstrate attempts to use varied syntax, vocabulary (including some 
academic and domain-specific vocabulary and figurative language), and style 
appropriate to the purpose and audience when revising and composing texts. 

 Apply and edit most conventions of grade-appropriate, Standard English 
grammar usage and mechanics. 

 Follow directions when using tools of technology to gather information, make 
revisions, or produce texts. 
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SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Synthesize content from source materials and media, discriminating for relevance 
among a range of rhetorical presentations of information. 

 Listen for point of view and begin to analyze perspective and motivation in a 
speaker’s assumptions, connections, use of vocabulary, unstated premises, and 
rhetorical choices. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Use research/inquiry methods to explore a topic. 

 Select from and adequately analyze sources from a variety of perspectives and 
present findings. 

 Adequately analyze authoritative sources of evidence with some diversity of 
formats to support a presentation. 

 Search for relevant authoritative information and evaluate the uses and 
limitations of source material. 

 Generate a specific debatable claim or main idea and cite some relevant evidence. 

 

The student who just enters Level 4 should be able to: 

READING 
Literary Text 
Targets 
1–7 

 Identify and analyze textual evidence in texts of high complexity. 

 Provide an effective summary and analysis of thematic development over the 
course of a text using an appropriate level of relevant evidence. 

 Determine intended, precise, or nuanced meanings of words, including 
distinguishing connotation/denotation, figurative language, words with multiple 
meanings, and specialized academic language. 

 Apply reasoning and a thorough range of textual evidence to justify inferences or 
judgments made about texts. 

 Analyze the figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases used in 
context and explain the complex impact(s) of those word choices on meaning and 
tone. 

 Apply reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify inferences and judgments 
made about texts of high complexity. 

 Analyze the interrelationships among literary elements in texts of high complexity to 
show how connections are made in development of complex ideas or events. 

 Analyze the effectiveness and impact of text structures and/or text features of texts 
of high complexity. 

 Analyze figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases in texts of high 
complexity. 
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READING 
Informational 
Text 
Targets 
8–14 

 Identify and analyze textual evidence in texts of high complexity. 

 Provide full analysis of the development of central ideas over the course of a text 
using an appropriate level of relevant evidence. 

 Determine intended, precise, or nuanced meanings of words, including distinguishing 
connotation/ denotation, figurative language, words with multiple meanings, and 
specialized academic language. 

 Apply reasoning and a full range of textual evidence to justify inferences and 
judgments made about texts of high complexity. 

 Analyze the figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases used in 
context and explain the complex impact(s) of those word choices on meaning and 
tone. 

 Apply thorough reasoning and a range of textual evidence to justify analyses of 
author’s presentation of information in texts of high complexity. 

 Analyze texts of high complexity to show how connections are made in 
development of complex ideas or events. 

 Analyze the effectiveness and impact of text structures and/or text features of 
highly complex texts. 

 Analyze figurative and connotative meanings of words and phrases in texts 
of high complexity. 

WRITING 
Targets 
1 and 
3–10 

 Apply effective writing strategies and processes when writing and revising texts 
for all purposes. 

 Use precise language. 

 Use relevant and persuasive evidence. 

 Assess and synthesize supporting evidence. 

 Select technological tools based on appropriateness. 

 Apply grade-appropriate editing and revising skills. 

SPEAKING/ 
LISTENING 
Target 4 

 Synthesize diverse source materials from diverse perspectives delivered orally or 
through audiovisual materials. 

 Systematically evaluate the ways that uses of evidence, implicit premises, and 
rhetorical stylistic choices enhance or undermine points of view. 

RESEARCH/ 
INQUIRY 
Targets 
1–4 

 Employ multimodal resources to advance a persuasive and sustained exploration of a 
topic. 

 Synthesize multiple sources of relevant, authoritative information and discriminate 
among them to support an analysis. 

 Search for relevant information from diverse authoritative sources. 

 Systematically evaluate the uses and limitations of sources. 

 Generate authoritative claim. 

 Evaluate and cite substantial, relevant evidence. 


