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ELA.06.SR.2.09.045 C2 T9 
Sample Item ID: ELA.06.SR.2.09.045 

Grade/Model: 6/1 
Claim: 2: Students can produce effective writing for a range of purpose 

and audiences. 
Assessment 

Target(s): 
9. EDIT/CLARIFY: Apply or edit grade-appropriate grammar 
usage and mechanics to clarify a message and edit narrative, 
informational, and argumentative texts 

Secondary Target(s): NA 
Standard(s): L-1, L-2 

DOK: 1 
Difficulty: H 

Item Type: Selected Response, TE 
Score Points: 1 

Key: D 
Stimulus/Passage(s): Uncle Sam 

Stimulus/Text 
Complexity: 

 

Acknowledgement(s): Testing Contractor 
Item/Task Notes:  

How this task 
contributes to the 

sufficient evidence 
for this claim: 

To complete this task, students must select the correct way to 
revise a sentence that contains grammatical and mechanical 
errors. 

Target-Specific 
Attributes (e.g., 

accessibility issues): 

Requires students to read grade-level text and either use a mouse 
or indicate correct response. Alternative formats and/or support 
may be required for visually- and physically-impaired students. 

 
 
Stimulus Text:  
 
Read the following passage and then answer the question. 
 
Have you seen pictures of Uncle Sam? He is a skinny man with 
a long white beard and a top hat. He usually wears the colors of 
the American flag:  red, white, and blue. He has been a symbol 
of the United States for about two hundred years. Some people 
think that there was actually a real Uncle Sam, named Samuel 
Wilson. He lived in Troy, New York, in the early 1800s, he ran a 
business that delivered meat to the United States Army. 
The meat was delivered in barrels stamped “U.S.” The “U.S.” 
stamp was to show that it belonged to the United States 
government. The people delivering the meat knew that it came 
from Sam Wilson. They joked to the soldiers that the “U.S.” on 
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the meat barrels stood for “Uncle Sam.” The joke spread. Soon, 
all over the country, “Uncle Sam” became another way of saying 
“United States.” 

 
Item Stem:  
 
Select the correct way to revise the highlighted sentence. 

 
Options: 
 
A. He lived in Troy, New York, in the early 1800s. There he had 

ran a business that delivered meat to the United States Army. 
 

B. He lived in Troy, New York, in the early 1800s he ran a 
business that delivers meat to the United States Army. 
 

C. He lived in Troy, New York in the early 1800s, and he ran a 
business that delivered meat to the United States Army. 
 

D. In the early 1800s, Sam Wilson lived in Troy, New York, and 
ran a business that delivered meat to the United States Army. 

 
Distractor Analysis: 
 
A. This option uses an incorrect/nonstandard verb tense (“had ran”).  

 
B. This option has a comma splice (“New York, in”).  

 
C. This option requires a second comma to set off a parenthetical element (“New York”). 

 
D. Key: This revision has correct grammar and punctuation. 

 
 


