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ELA.09.SR.2.08.100 C2 T8 
Sample Item ID: ELA.09.SR.2.08.100 

Grade/Model: 9/1 
Claim: 2. Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing for a 

range of purpose and audiences. 
Assessment 

Target(s): 
8. LANGUAGE & VOCABULARY USE: Strategically use precise 
language and vocabulary (including academic and domain-specific 
vocabulary and figurative language) and style appropriate to the 
purpose and audience when revising or composing texts. 

Secondary Target(s): n/a 
Standard(s): W-2d, W-3d, L-3a, L-6  

DOK: 1, 2 
Difficulty: Medium 

Item Type: Selected Response 
Score Points: 1 

Key: C 
Stimulus/Passage(s): Lizards 

Stimuli/Text 
Complexity: 

n/a (editing stimulus) 

Acknowledgement(s): Freelancer 
Item/Task Notes:  

How this task 
contributes to the 

sufficient evidence 
for this claim: 

To complete this task, students must determine how to revise a 
sentence so that the language and style fit with the rest of a 
paragraph. 

Target-Specific 
Attributes (e.g., 

accessibility issues): 

 

 
 
Stimulus Text:  
 
Read the following passage and then answer the question. 
 
Lizards are fascinating creatures. There are over 3,000 known 
species, including monitors, skinks, geckos, chameleons, and 
iguanas, and they vary greatly in appearance. The largest 
lizard, the Komodo dragon, can grow over ten feet long, and the 
smallest, the Jaragua lizard, can fit on a dime. Skinks usually 
have smooth scales like snakes, iguanas have mohawk-like 
crests running down their backs, and the moloch is covered with 
spikes from head to tail. Lizards vary in color from shades of 
gray and brown to bright red or green, spotted or striped. Most 
have four legs but some are legless and easily confused with 
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snakes (Hint: if it has external eardrums and eyelids it’s a 
lizard). Geckos can walk up walls. Chameleons not only change 
color but also have prehensile tails, similar to those of monkeys, 
that wrap around branches and their eyes can move in different 
directions. 

 
Item Stem:  
 
What is the best way to revise the highlighted sentence to 
match the language and style of the paragraph? 

 
Options: 
 
A. Geckos are able to adhere to flush surfaces because setae on 

their footpads facilitate van der Waals forces between the 
setae structures and the surface.   

 
B. Geckos are awesome because they have sticky toes that allow 

them to climb windows like Spiderman. 
 
C. Geckos have the remarkable ability to walk up walls thanks to 

tiny hair-like structures on their toes that cling to smooth 
surfaces. 

 
D. Geckos scurry up walls like tiny dancers gliding effortlessly 

across a stage, their movements as natural as a well-
rehearsed ballet. 

 
Distractor Analysis: 
 
A. This option uses too much scientific language to fit with the rest of the paragraph. 
 
B. This option is more informal than the rest of the paragraph. 
 
C. KEY 
 
D. This option uses too much figurative language to fit with the rest of the paragraph. 

 


